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Cienaal, Jan Pattersond Ay

Town of Longboat Key

May 2012

Who? START (Solutions To Avoid Red Tide)

What? Budget Funding Request of $17,000

When? Fiscal Year 2013

Why? Continued budget constraints in Tallahassee compe] us to rely more on local
government funding to support our research and educational activities that directly
benefit their constituencies. START offers a unique partnership opportunity that would
greatly benefit the Town’s waterways.

START’s Vision Statement

To improve the quality of our marine waters through research, public education and programs
that restore marine habitats, preserve marine species and promote healthy beaches and coastal
waterways.

Major Accomplishments for 2012

e Upgrade of START1.org website to include more educational material about our marine
environment and more links to other websites for additional information

e Expansion of coastalclassroom.org website to include more educational material for
middle school students on subjects from algae to coral reefs and ocean currents to ocean
acidification

e The launch of Seafood Savvy special events featuring sustainable seafood with
participating restaurants like The Polo Grill and Mar Vista

¢ The continuation of START’s collaboration with Mote's Beach Conditions Reporting
System at mote.org/beaches or (941) BEACHES that gives water and beach conditions



along Florida’s West Coast and, when necessary, guides beachgoers to areas not affected
by red tide.

START’s continued administrative partnership with the Sarasota Bay Watch that
sponsors cleanups of the Sister Keys and the Great Scallop Scarch in Sarasota Bay.

Red Tide Alert PSAs at local TV stations to warn the public about impending red tide
blooms

Proposed 2013 Low Impact Design Program for Longboat Key

START wants to partner with Longboat Key in developing a Low Impact Design (LID) Program
similar to Sarasota County that reduces pollutants from storm water runoff and, where feasible,
stores water for later use as an irrigation source that reduces the strain on your wells.

We would achieve this objective in three phases:

1.

Work with the Department of Public Works to set up a workshop for the Commission and
Planning & Zoning Board with the water retention team from Sarasota County and other
appropriate practitioners to demonstrate viable storm water retention techniques and
review sample codes that could be used to establish better water retention practices for
new and renovated construction on the Key.

Once the Town decides to adopt a more comprehensive water retention plan, START
would work with the Public Works Department to develop a PowerPoint presentation to
brief the public through meetings with condo and homeowner associations about the
value of better water retention practices and the basic elements of the new codes. This
would be the same approach Juan Florensa and I used with the Town’s highiy successful
Water Canservation Program. START s role in this endeavor would save the Town
valuable staff manpower hours.

START completes the project by working with the Public Works Department to produce
a case history work book documenting the quantitative results in reducing pollutants in
storm water runoff and the amount of irrigation water saved at water retention test sites.

START urges the Coramission to support this partnership proposal to help improve water quality
in your canals and thc Bay and to develop an alternative irrigation source that takes some of the
strain off your existing wells.
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