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Agenda Item: Discussion Regarding Pet Licensing 
 
Presenter: Town Manager and Staff 
 
Summary: At the January 20, 2015 Regular Workshop Meeting the Town 

Commission expressed interest in discussing Town Code 
Chapter 91, which provides for pet licensing.  Town staff will 
present background information, the Town’s current practices, 
and information regarding State and County requirements for 
pet vaccinations, and licensing. 

 
Attachments: 2-2-15 Memo, CEO Elbon through Chief Cumming to Manager. 
 
Recommended 
Action: Pending discussion, provide direction to Manager 
 
 
 



TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY 
CODE ENFORCEMENT DEPARTMENT 

5460 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE 
LONGBOAT KEY, FL 34228 

 
   

February 2, 2015 
 
To:  Dave Bullock, Town Manager 
Through: Pete Cumming, Police Chief 
From:  Chris Elbon, Code Enforcement Officer 
Subject:   Pet License and Vaccination Report                         
 
1.  The purpose of this report is to provide information on the following areas: 
 a.   History of the pet licensing and vaccination ordinance. 
 b.   Overview of the current Town ordinance governing pet licensing and vaccination. 
 c.   Costs and revenue generated from the enforcement of the pet licensing 

ordinance. 
 d.   Practices and requirements of pet vaccinations in surrounding counties. 
 e.   Florida State Statute governing rabies vaccinations. 
 
2.  During the late 1960’s and early 1970’s, Longboat Key experienced a rabies 
epidemic due to an immense population of raccoons located on Longboat Key. The first 
reported case of a rabid raccoon was on January 22, 1969, in which a raccoon entered 
a resident’s house with her cat. The rabid raccoons were reportedly chasing cars, 
clawing at windshields, entering homes, and attacking dogs. Between January 22, 1969 
and April 5, 1969, there were 26 confirmed rabid raccoons on Longboat Key. In 1968, 
there were 80 confirmed rabid raccoons in the State of Florida, 42 of which were located 
in Manatee County. A trapping survey conducted in 1968 found 20 percent of raccoons 
to be rabid in Manatee County and 27.8 percent of raccoons to be rabid in Sarasota 
County. Any percentage over five percent is considered high. On April 2, 1969, the 
Longboat Key Town Commissioners asked Town Attorney John Patterson to draft an 
Ordinance making it mandatory for cats on Longboat Key to be vaccinated against the 
rabies virus. The Town of Longboat Key currently has two ordinances governing pet 
vaccinations and pet licensing:   
 a.  Ordinance 147, requiring pets to be vaccinated, was passed on April 10, 1969 and 
later codified under Chapter 91 – Animals, Section 91.12 – Vaccination Required. 
 b.   Ordinance 229, requiring pet licenses and tags, was passed on September 27, 
1972 and later codified under Chapter 91 – Animals, Section 91.10 – License and Tags.  
 
3.  Under Chapter 91, Section 91.10 and 91.12 of the Town Code of Ordinances, all 
persons residing in the Town for a period of 90 days or more must have every dog 
and/or cat licensed. It is the duty of the Finance Director to issue pet licenses. Prior to 
the issuance of any dog or cat license by the Finance Director, any resident owning or 
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keeping a dog or cat within the Town shall have the dog or cat vaccinated against 
rabies by a licensed veterinarian or other properly qualified person approved by the 
Town Manager. Evidence of the vaccination shall consist of a certificate signed by the 
person administering the vaccine and contain pertinent data for the identification of the 
vaccinated dog or cat and the time of the vaccination. A copy of the certificate shall be 
filed by the Finance Director at the time of issuance of the license. 
 
4.  The estimated costs and revenue generated from the enforcement of the pet 
licensing from January 1, 2011 – December 31, 2014 are as follows: 
 a.   Cost to obtain a pet license:  $3.00 per license. 
 b.  Pet licenses issued:  175. 
 c.   Revenue generated:  $525.00. 
 d.  Estimated cost to the Town:  $329.23 in expenses for the tags, fasteners, and 
employee salary to process pet licenses. The breakdown of the estimated costs is as 
follows:   
  (1)  Estimated price per tag and fastener:  $0.44 per tag and fastener. 
  (2)  Estimated $17.30 per hour for an employee to process pet licenses at an 
estimated five minutes per pet license application. 
 e.   Estimated net revenue to the Town:  $195.77. 
 
5.  The pet license ordinance and issuance of pet licenses for the city of Venice, North 
Port, Sarasota, and Sarasota County is enforced and managed through Sarasota 
County Sheriff’s Office Animal Services. The ordinance applies to all pets that 
permanently reside within the County. Sarasota County Sheriff’s Office Animal Services 
issues a tag as proof of rabies vaccination, in addition to identifying stray animals. 
According to Sarasota County Sheriff’s Office Animal Services, all new resident’s to the 
county must have their pets licensed through the county and pay the applicable 
licensing fees, regardless if the pet is current on its rabies vaccination. Sarasota County 
Sheriff’s Office Animal Services does not honor the town of Longboat Key’s pet 
licensing, and residents of the town must still comply with the county requirements. 
Sarasota County Sheriff’s Office Animal Services has a schedule of fees depending on 
if the pet is altered or not. The schedule of fees is as follows: 
   a.   Annual license for altered pets:  $10.00. 
   b.   Annual license for unaltered pets:  $25.00. 
 
6.  The pet license ordinance and issuance of pet licenses for the city of Anna Maria, 
Bradenton Beach, Holmes Beach, Bradenton, and Manatee County is enforced and 
managed through Manatee County Animal Services. The ordinance applies to all pets 
that permanently reside within the county. Manatee County Animal Services has an 
annual fee of $15.00 for an issuance of a tag that the pet must wear and a certificate of 
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proof of rabies vaccination. The tag is also used to identify stray animals. According to 
Manatee County Animal Services, all new resident’s to the county must have their pets 
licensed through the county and pay the applicable licensing fees, regardless if the pet 
is current on its rabies vaccination. Manatee County Animal Services does not honor 
the town of Longboat Key’s pet licensing, and residents of the town must still comply 
with the county requirements.   
 
7.  The pet license ordinance and issuance of pet licenses for the city of Bartow and 
Polk County is enforced and managed through the Polk County Sheriff’s Office. The 
ordinance applies to all dogs and cats of four months of age and older that permanently 
reside within the county. The Polk County Sheriff’s Office issues a tag that the pet must 
wear and a certificate of proof of rabies vaccination. The tag is also used to identify 
stray animals. The Polk County Sheriff’s Office has a schedule of fees depending on the 
duration of the license and if the pet is altered or not. The schedule of fees is as follows: 
   a.   1 year license for altered cats and dogs:  $10.00. 
   b.   3 year license for altered cats and dogs:  $15.00. 
   c.   1 year license for unaltered cats and dogs:  $25.00. 
   d.  3 year license for unaltered cats and dogs:  $60.00. 
   e.   Replacement for lost, current tags:  $2.00. 
   f.   Late license fee:  $10.00. 
 
8.  The pet license ordinance and issuance of pet licenses for the city of Tampa and 
Hillsborough County are managed through the Hillsborough County Pet Resource 
Center. Tampa Code Enforcement was unable to provide any additional information 
regarding pet licenses, vaccinations, and fees. The Hillsborough County Pet Resource 
Center was unavailable for contact at the time of this report to provide any additional 
information regarding pet licenses, vaccinations, and fees. 
 
9.  Under Title XLVI, Chapter 828 – Animals: Cruelty; Sales; Animal Enterprise 
Protection, Section 828.30 – Rabies Vaccination of Dogs, Cats, and Ferrets of the 
Florida State Statute; all dogs, cats, and ferrets four months of age or older must be 
vaccinated by a licensed veterinarian against rabies with a vaccine that is licensed by 
the United States Department of Agriculture for use in those species. The owner of 
every dog, cat, and ferret shall have the animal revaccinated 12 months after the initial 
vaccination. Thereafter, the interval between vaccinations shall conform to the vaccine 
manufacturer’s directions. The cost of vaccination must be borne by the animal’s owner. 
Evidence of circulating rabies virus neutralizing antibodies shall not be used as a 
substitute for current vaccination in managing rabies exposure or determining the need 
for booster vaccinations.  
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 a.   A dog, cat, or ferret is exempt from vaccination against rabies if a licensed 
veterinarian has examined the animal and has certified in writing that at the time 
vaccination would endanger the animal’s health because of its age, infirmity, disability, 
illness, or other medical considerations. An exempt animal must be vaccinated against 
rabies as soon as its health permits. 

b.   Upon vaccination against rabies, the licensed veterinarian shall provide the 
animal’s owner and the animal control authority with a rabies vaccination certificate. 
Each animal control authority and veterinarian shall use the “Rabies Vaccination 
Certificate” of the National Association of State Public Health Veterinarians (NASPHV) 
or an equivalent form approved by the local government that contains all the information 
required by the NASPHV Rabies Vaccination Certificate. The veterinarian who 
administers the rabies vaccine to an animal as required under this section may affix his 
or her signature stamp in lieu of an actual signature. 
 c.   Each ferret vaccinated according to this section must be quarantined, when 
necessary, according to rules of the Department of Health. 
 
10. The Florida State Statute does not prohibit or limit municipalities or counties from 
establishing requirements similar to or more stringent than the provisions of the state for 
the implementation and enforcement of rabies-control ordinances. However, local 
governments shall not mandate revaccination of currently vaccinated animals except in 
instances involving post-exposure treatment for rabies. 
 
The point of contact for this report is the undersigned at (941) 383-3738, Ext. 234, or 
celbon@longboatkey.org.      
 
 
 
 

Christopher Elbon 
Code Enforcement Officer 
Town of Longboat Key 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                                   

 
End of Agenda Item  
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