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Agenda Item: Consideration of Letter of Support for Primary Care Partnership 
 
Presenter: Town Manager 
 
Summary: The Town of Longboat Key Commission is being asked to 

support continuation of the current public/private partnership 
between the Sarasota County Department of Health (DOH) and 
the Community Health Centers of North Port.  This partnership 
serves more than 30,000 citizens per year at three health 
centers in Sarasota County.  

 
There is concern that the Florida Department of Health will 
require Sarasota DOH to reduce its participation and/or 
withdraw from providing primary care services in our 
community.  The loss of this partnership would have a 
significant impact on Sarasota County and its citizens. 

 
Attachments: 3-16-15 Memo, Manager to Commission; 

3-15-15 Letter, County Administrator to Manager; 
 3-16-15 Proposed Letter, Mayor to Surgeon General and 

Secretary of Health 
 
Recommended  
Action: Approval of the Consent Agenda will authorize a letter of 

support to be sent under the Mayor’s signature. 
 
 



M E M O R A N D U M  

Date: March 16, 2015 

TO: Town Commission 

FROM: Dave Bullock, Town Manager 

SUBJECT: Consideration of Letter of Support for Primary Care Partnership 
 
Attached is a letter from Sarasota County Administrator Thomas Harmer, 
requesting the Town Commission’s support of the Primary Care Partnership 
currently in place in Sarasota County. 
 
The public/private partnership between the Sarasota County Department of 
Health (DO) and the Community Health Centers of North Port serve more than 
30,000 citizens per year at three health centers in Sarasota County.  The Centers 
serve those who are uninsured, underinsured, and those who rely solely on 
Medicaid and Medicare for their health insurance.  
 
There is concern that the Florida Department of health will require Sarasota DOH 
to reduce its participation and/or withdraw from providing primary care services in 
Sarasota County.  The partnership between Sarasota County, Sarasota DOH 
and the DHCNP serves as the medical safety net for citizens.  The loss of the 
partnership would have a significant impact on the community and citizens 
relying on the Centers for their health care. 
 
A letter of support has been prepared for Commission consideration.  Approval of 
the Consent Agenda will authorize the letter to be sent under the Mayor’s 
signature.   
 
Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any questions. 
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