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Agenda Item: Consideration of Memorandum of Understanding Between 

Sarasota County Property Appraiser and Town of Longboat Key 
Taxing District for Homestead Exemption Fraud Reduction 

 
Presenter: Town Manager 
 
Summary: Based on his research on methods to uncover homestead tax 

exemption fraud, Sarasota County Property Appraiser Bill Furst 
has proposed an interlocal agreement between Sarasota 
County taxing authorities and Tax Management Associates 
(TMA).  TMA specializes in assisting governments in identifying 
and investigating potential fraudulent homestead exemptions, 
and recovers ad valorem property tax revenue that would 
otherwise be unbilled and uncollected.   

 
 Under the negotiated terms, the taxing authorities would receive 

70% of the penalties, interest and taxes that are recovered, and 
in addition those properties would be paying their full fair share 
going forward, and up to 10 years back taxes, depending on the 
scope of the infraction.   

 
 A Memorandum of Understanding between the Sarasota County 

Property Appraiser and the Town of Longboat Key is placed on 
the March 23, 2015, Regular Meeting for Commission 
consideration.  

 
Attachments: 3-16-15 Memo, Manager to Commission; 
 2-27-15 Letter, SC Property Appraiser to Manager; 
 Proposed Memorandum of Understanding. 
 
Recommended 
Action: Pending discussion, forward to April 6, 2015 Regular Meeting 

Consent Agenda for formal action. 
 
 



M E M O R A N D U M  

Date: March 16, 2015 

TO: Dave Bullock, Town Manager 

FROM: Town Commission 

SUBJECT: Consideration of Memorandum of Understanding Between 
Sarasota County Property Appraiser and Town of Longboat Key 
Taxing District for Homestead Exemption Fraud Reduction 

 
The attached letter from Sarasota County Property Appraiser Bill Furst 
addresses homestead exemption fraud reduction in Sarasota County and his 
efforts to collect those associated taxes and penalties.   
 
Based on his research on methods to uncover homestead tax exemption fraud, 
Mr. Furst proposes an interlocal agreement between Sarasota County taxing 
authorities and Tax Management Associates (TMA).  TMA specializes in 
assisting governments in identifying and investigating potential fraudulent 
homestead exemptions, and recovering ad valorem property tax revenue that 
would otherwise be unbilled and uncollected.   
 
Under the negotiated terms, the taxing authorities would receive 70% of the 
penalties, interest and taxes that are recovered, and in addition those properties 
would be paying their full fair share going forward, and up to 10 years back taxes, 
depending on the scope of the infraction.  Currently we receive zero tax revenue 
from these fraudulent exemptions. 
 
A Memorandum of Understanding between the Sarasota County Property 
Appraiser and the Town of Longboat Key that would provide the legal authority to 
divert the negotiated percentage of funds to the vendor is placed on the March 
23, 2015 Regular Workshop Meeting for Commission consideration.  
 
Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any questions. 
 
 
 
 
 















 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                                   

 
End of Agenda Item  
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