
M E M O R A N D U M  

Date: April 01, 2015 

TO: Town Commission 

FROM: Dave Bullock, Town Manager 

SUBJECT: Request for Letter Expressing Opposition to Senate Bill 896 and 
House Bill 391 Relating to the Cost of Relocating Utilities 

 
At the March 23, 2015 Regular Workshop Meeting Mayor Duncan raised an 
issue of proposed legislation that would shift the cost to local taxpayers for 
relocating existing private utility lines. 
 
Provisions of the proposed Senate Bill 896 and HB 391 represent a cost shift to 
local taxpayers that would unfairly escalate some local road costs.  Utilities 
reside within, and deliver their product by using governmentally acquired rights of 
way.  They have the lawful right to do so but are currently required to comply with 
police powers, pay franchise or license fees, and move facilities when needed.   
 
If the bills pass, the costs would shift to the local government to reimburse the 
utility for relocation costs if the utility is in a valid utility easement. 
 
A draft letter to the bill sponsors is attached for Commission consideration.  
Approval of the Consent Agenda will authorize the Mayor to sign and release this 
letter expressing the Commission’s opposition to these two bills. 
 
Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any questions. 
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