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Agenda Item: Review and Approval of Engagement of Special Counsel 

Pursuant to Town Charter Requirements 
 
Presenter:  Town Attorney and Town Manager 
 
Summary: Charter requirements (Article VI, Section 2) provide for Town 

Commission approval for engagement of Assistant Town 
Attorneys.  The Town Attorney is seeking authorization for 
(1) engagement of Charlie Bailey for Code Enforcement 
Board training, and (2) engagement of Bryant Miller & Olive 
to defend against a certain Elections law complaint.  This 
item is placed on the October 19, 2015 Regular Workshop 
Meeting Consent Agenda for Commission consideration.   

 
Attachments: 10-9-15 Memo, Town Attorney to Commission; 

10-2-15, Engagement Agreement – Bryant Miller Olive; 
8-14-15, Engagement Agreement – Charles Bailey, Williams 
Parker Harrison Dietz & Getzen 

 
Recommended   
Action: Approval of the Consent Agenda will forward this item to the 

November 2, 2015 Regular Meeting Consent Agenda for 
formal action. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



M E M O R A N D U M  

 

 

 Date:  October 9, 2015 

 

TO: MAYOR DUNCAN AND TOWN COMMISSIONERS 

CC: Dave Bullock, Town Manager 

FROM: Maggie D. Mooney-Portale, Town Attorney 

SUBJECT: Request for Consent to Appointment of Special Counsel for Designated 
Representation  

 

Article VI (Sec. 2) of the Town Charter provides that the Town Attorney may appoint qualified 
attorneys to represent the interest of the Town with the “advice and consent” of the Town 
Commission.   

 This item is placed on the October 19, 2015 Workshop Meeting  Agenda to request that the 
Town Commission move consideration of the engagement of special counsel to the November 2, 
2015 Regular Meeting Consent Agenda for approval.  Specifically, the Town Manager and Town 
Attorney are seeking approval and consent to special counsel for the following matters:  

1.  On September 28, 2015, the Town received a copy of a Complaint filed with the Florida 
Elections Commission that named the Town Commission a respondent to certain alleged 
violations of state election laws.  The Florida Elections Commission has assigned the matter 
Case No. FEC 15-420.  A Response to said Complaint was due from the Town within 14 days of 
receipt, on or before October 12, 2015. Due to the need to prepare a timely response to the 
Complaint, the Town Attorney and Town Manager engaged the law firm Bryant Miller & Olive 
as special litigation counsel to defend the Town’s interests in that particular administrative 
litigation. A redacted copy of the special counsel engagement agreement relating to said 
litigation is attached.  Due to statutory confidentiality requirements contained within Section 
106.25(7), Florida Statutes, documents relating to Election Law Complaints are not subject to 
public record disclosure until such time as the Commission on Elections makes a probable cause 
determination. The Town Attorney and Town Manager request Town Commission ratify, 
approve and consent to the engagement of Bryant Miller & Olive as special litigation counsel to 
defend in the Town’s interests in the above described litigation.  



  

2. The Town Attorney and Town Manager are requesting the engagement of attorney Charles 
Bailey with the law firm of Williams Parker Harrison Dietz & Getzen to attend one (1) Town 
Code Enforcement Board meeting for the limited purpose of conducting a workshop/training 
session with the Code Enforcement Board. A copy of the special counsel engagement agreement 
relating to the limited engagement is also attached.  Subject to the Town Commission’s approval, 
it is anticipated that such training will occur at the December 14, 2015 Code Enforcement Board 
meeting. Accordingly, the Town Attorney and Town Manager request Town Commission ratify, 
approve and consent to the engagement of Charles Bailey of Williams Parker Harrison Dietz & 
Getzen to provide special counsel services to the Town’s Code Enforcement Board for the sole 
purpose of conducting a training session with the board.   

Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any questions about this agenda item or either 
engagement agreement. 

 

















 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                                   

 
End of Agenda Item  
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