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Agenda Item: Discussion Commission Districts 
 
Presenter: Town Manager and Staff 
 
Summary: At the December 7, 2015 Regular Meeting the Commission 

voted to place a discussion item regarding the topic of 
Commission Districts on the next Regular Workshop Meeting 
agenda. 

 
This item is placed on the December 14, 2015 Regular 
Workshop Meeting as directed by the Town Commissionon.  
Attached are sections of Town Charter and Code relevant to 
Commission Districts.   

 
Attachments: 12-9-15 Memo, Finance Director to Manager; 
 Town Charter and Town Code Excerpts, Commission Districts; 
 PowerPoint Presentation. 
 
Recommended 
Action: Pending discussion, forward to January 19, 2015 Regular 

Workshop for additional discussion. 
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M E M O R A N D U M  

Date: December 9, 2015 

TO: Town Commission 

FROM: Dave Bullock, Town Manager 

SUBJECT:       Charter Review and Charter Revision Process 
 
At the December 7, 2015 Regular Meeting the Town Commission voted to place a 
discussion item regarding the topic of Commission Districts on the next Regular 
Workshop Meeting.   
 
This item is placed on the December 14, 2015 Regular Workshop Meeting agemda as 
directed by the Town Commission.  Attached are sections of Town Charter and Code 
relevant to Commission Districts.   
 
 
 
 
 
 



TOWN CHARTER, ARTICLES I - BOUNDARIES, II - TOWN COMMISSION, VII- 
CHARTER AMENDMENTS 
 
Article I. - Boundaries, Powers and Form of Government  
 
Sec. 4. - Form of government.  
The form of government established under this Charter shall be a "commission-manager" 
form as herein defined. The commission shall consist of seven (7) electors to be 
nominated and elected as hereinafter provided. The commission shall constitute the 
governing body of the town, with the duties and responsibilities hereinafter provided, and 
shall appoint a chief administrative officer to be known as "town manager" to exercise all 
the powers, perform the duties and assume the responsibilities hereinafter provided.  
 
 
Article II. - Town Commission  
 
Sec. 1. - Commission districts.  
There are hereby created five (5) commission districts in the Town of Longboat Key as 
presently established by ordinance of the town. All district boundaries shall run as nearly 
as possible along lot lines or street lines and as nearly as possible in an east-west 
direction. All districts shall have substantially an equal number of electors registered 
therein.  
 
The town commission shall, by ordinance, redistrict the town within six (6) months after the 
general election held in March if the number of registered electors in any district exceeds 
by twenty percent (20%) the number of registered electors in any other district in order that 
all districts may have substantially an equal number of electors registered therein; provided 
that final action in any redistricting ordinance shall be completed by the commission at 
least sixty (60) days prior to any special, preliminary or general election. A district 
boundary shall not run through a residential structure, and all residential structures shall lie 
wholly within one district or another.  
 
 
Sec. 2. - Creation of commission; residency requirements, election and terms of 
office of commissioners.  
 (a) The town commission shall consist of seven (7) electors of the town. Two (2) 
commissioners shall be elected at large. The remaining five (5) commissioners shall reside 
in and be nominated from each of the five districts of the town as set forth in Section 1. 
Commissioners shall be elected by the qualified electors residing in all five districts at a 
general election and shall hold office for two years beginning on the day of the certification 
of the election as provided herein. No elector shall serve more than three (3) consecutive 
terms as town commissioner without an interval of one complete term out of office. Service 
of more than one (1) year as town commissioner shall be considered a term for the 
purposes of the three consecutive term limitation. One (1) commissioner-at-large and 
commissioners from odd-numbered districts shall be elected in even-numbered years, and 
one (1) commissioner-at-large and commissioners from even-numbered districts shall be 
elected in odd-numbered years.  
 
 (b) Any commissioner, except those elected at large, who changes his permanent 
residence to an area outside the district from which elected shall be deemed to have 



vacated his office and position on the town commission. Any commissioner who is 
redistricted during the course of his term by ordinance as required by Section 1 of this 
Article, shall continue to hold office for that district until the expiration of his term.  

 
 

Article VII. - Charter Amendments  
 
Sec. 1. - Proposal of amendments.  
Amendments to this Charter may be framed and proposed:  
 (a) By ordinance adopted by the town commission setting forth the full text of the 
proposed amendment; or  
 (b) By written petition or petitions to the town commission initiated by the electors 
setting forth the full text of the proposed amendment and signed in person by qualified 
electors of the town equal to at least ten percent (10%) of the total number of qualified 
electors registered to vote at the preceding general town election. All required signatures 
to petitions initiated by the electors must bear the dates on which each signature is affixed 
and all required signatures must be affixed within a period of ninety (90) days prior to the 
date such petition is submitted to the town commission.  
 (c) Electors initiating a written petition or petitions to the town commission to amend 
the charter may, at their discretion, obtain review of the proposed text by the town attorney 
for legal correctness.  
 
 
Sec. 2. - Methods of referendum.  
Upon adoption of an ordinance by the town commission as provided in Section 1(a) of this 
Article or upon delivery to the town commission of a written petition as provided in Section 
1(b) of this Article, the town commission shall, within six (6) months, cause a referendum 
to be held on the question of adoption of such proposed amendment in the manner 
provided by law and this Charter.  
 
 
Sec. 3. - Referendum on charter amendments.  
 (a) Any proposed amendment to the Charter shall be submitted to a referendum of 
the electors of the town and may be presented by title, which may differ from its legal title 
but which shall contain a clear and concise statement describing the substance of the 
proposed amendment. Below the ballot title shall appear:  
 
 For ____________  
 Against ____________  
  
 (b) Before any proposed amendment to this Charter shall be submitted to the 
electors, the entire text of the same shall first be published not less than seven (7) nor 
more than sixty (60) days prior to the date of the referendum in a newspaper of general 
circulation in the town.  
 
 
Sec. 4. - Adoption of amendment.  



Any proposed amendment to the Charter adopted by a majority of the qualified electors of 
the town voting in such referendum shall become effective at the time fixed in such 
amendment, or if no time is therein fixed, thirty (30) days after its adoption by the electors.  
 
 
Sec. 5. - Supplemental method of amendment.  
The foregoing method of proposing amendments and mechanics of holding referendums 
thereon shall be supplemental to the provisions of all other laws relating to amendment of 
municipal charters 
Commission Districts  
 
 
TOWN CODE, CHAPTER 30 
 
Chapter 30 - TOWN COMMISSION[ 
 
Commission Districts 

Charter reference— Commission districts, Charter Art. II, § 1.  

 
30.15 - District One Boundaries.  
Commission District Number One and its boundaries are as follows:  
Commencing at the point of intersection of the mean high waterline of the Gulf of Mexico 
and the northerly property line of Beachplace, 1145 Gulf of Mexico Drive; thence extending 
easterly along said northerly property line of Beachplace to the easterly right-of-way line of 
Gulf of Mexico Drive; thence northerly along the easterly right-of-way line of Gulf of Mexico 
Drive to a point along Gulf of Mexico Drive at right angles to the mid point of the canal 
between Harbour Cove Circle to the north and Putter Lane to the south; thence easterly 
extending along the center line of said canal to the waters of Sarasota Bay; including all 
lands within the corporate limits of the Town of Longboat Key lying south of the above-
described line.  
 
30.16 - District Two Boundaries.  
Commission District Number Two and its boundaries are as follows:  
Commencing at the point of intersection of the mean high-water line of the Gulf of Mexico 
and the northerly property line of 2251 Gulf of Mexico Drive, thence extending easterly 
along said northerly property line of 2251 Gulf of Mexico Drive to the easterly right-of-way 
line of Gulf of Mexico Drive; thence extending on a straight line easterly along the northerly 
property line of Harbour Oaks II Subdivision; thence continuing easterly to the easterly 
right-of-way of Harbourside Drive and along the northerly property line of Marina Bay 
Condominiums, 2400 Harbourside Drive, to include all addresses through 2550 
Harbourside Drive; thence easterly along said southerly property line of Marina Bay 
Condominiums to the waters of Sarasota Bay; including all lands within the corporate limits 
of the Town of Longboat Key lying between this described northerly boundary of District 
Two and the northerly boundary of District One.  
 
30.17 - District Three Boundaries.  



Commission District Number Three and its boundaries are as follows:  
Commencing at the point of intersection of the mean high-water line of the Gulf of Mexico 
and the southerly boundary of 3715 Gulf of Mexico Drive and extending easterly along the 
southerly boundary of 3715 Gulf of Mexico Drive to Gulf of Mexico Drive; thence easterly 
along the centerline of South Drive; to the waters of Sarasota Bay; including all lands 
within the corporate limits of the Town of Longboat Key lying between this described 
northerly boundary of District Three and the northerly boundary of District Two.  
 
30.18 - District Four Boundaries.  
Commission District Number Four and its boundaries are as follows:  
Commencing at the point of intersection of the mean high-water line of the Gulf of Mexico 
and the northerly property line of Villas of Avignon, 5611 Gulf of Mexico Drive; thence 
extending easterly across Gulf of Mexico Drive along the northerly property line of 5610 
Gulf of Mexico Drive easterly to the centerline of the canal; thence extending easterly 
along the centerline of said canal to the waters of Sarasota Bay; including all lands within 
the corporate limits of the Town of Longboat Key lying between this described northerly 
boundary of District Four and the northerly boundary of District Three.  
 
30.19 - District Five Boundaries.  
Commission District Number Five and its boundaries are as follows:  
Commencing at the point of intersection of the mean high-water line of the Gulf of Mexico 
and the northerly property line of Villas of Avignon at 5611 Gulf of Mexico Drive; thence 
extending easterly across Gulf of Mexico Drive along the northerly property line of 5610 
Gulf of Mexico Drive to the center point of the canal; thence along the centerline of the 
canal to Sarasota Bay; including all lands within the corporate limits of the Town of 
Longboat Key lying north of the above-described line.  
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TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY 

CHARTER AMENDMENTS –ARTICLE VII * 
1. Amendments to the Charter may be framed and proposed: 

(a) By Ordinance setting forth the full text of amendment; or 
(b) By written petition initiated by the electors setting forth 

the full text of amendment (10% of registered voters 
must sign) 

2. Upon Adoption of Ordinance or upon delivery of the 
petition, Town Commission shall within 6 months hold a 
referendum. 

3. Entire text shall be published not less than 7 days nor more 
than 60 days prior to the referendum  

4. If no effective date is written in the amendment, then it 
becomes effective 30 days after adoption by the electors. 

* Should be read in conjunction with State Statute 166.031 Charter Amendments 
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TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY 

Ø Article II Sec. 20 (b) of the Town Charter states… 
The town commission, at its discretion, shall appoint a Charter 
Review Committee to review the Charter but in no event shall 
such review be less than once in a ten (10) year period from the 
date of adoption of this Charter.  
 
Ø Charter reviews occurred in 1998 and 2007 
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TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY 

RESOLUTION 2007-21 CHARTER REVIEW COMMITTEE 
Ø Town Commission appointed a Charter Review 

Committee in 2007 
Ø Each Commissioner appointed one member from their 

district  (Nothing in Code requires this; policy decision) 
Ø No restrictions or formal time lines were established 
Ø Committee reported back to the Commission and 

selectively moved forward or dismissed the 
recommendations 

Ø Committee met weekly and their process took one month to 
complete 

Ø Charter Review Committee is subject to Sunshine Law 
requirements (open public meeting notice and minutes) 
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TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY 

OPTIONS 
 
 
 
 

Per Article VII, options: 
Ø Town staff can research and prepare 

Ordinances in areas needing an update ; 
or 
Ø Re-establish the Charter Review 

Committee 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                                   

 
End of Agenda Item  
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