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Agenda Item: Presentation Regarding Proposed Amendments to Chapter 100, 

Marine Turtle Protection (Proposed Ordinance 2016-15) 
 
Presenter: Town Manager and Staff 
 
Summary: At the April 20, 2015, Goals and Objectives Special Workshop, 

the Town Commission expressed interest in a citizens 
committee consulting with Town staff to explore options, 
recommendations and alternatives for the protection of the 
environment and protected wildlife.  As directed by the Town 
Manager, Staff is preparing a proposed ordinance concerning 
protection of marine turtle from the adverse affects of artificial 
light and from injury or harassment by prohibiting activities 
disruptive to marine turtles.  

 
This proposed ordinance would apply lighting restrictions to new 
developments and existing developments, apply additional 
restrictions to prohibited activities on the beach, and expand the 
capability for more effective enforcement of Town Code 
provisions of Chapter 100. 

 
Attachments: 3-14-16 Memo, CEO Elbon through Chief Cumming to 

Manager. 
3-14-16 Marine Turtle Protection Ordinance Presentation. 

 
Recommended 
Action: Pending discussion, provide direction to Manager. 
 
 
 



TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY 
CODE ENFORCEMENT DEPARTMENT 

5460 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE 
LONGBOAT KEY, FL 34228 

 
   

  March 14, 2016 
 
To: Dave Bullock, Town Manager 
Through: Pete Cumming, Police Chief 
From: Chris Elbon, Code Enforcement Officer 
Subject:   Presentation Regarding Proposed Amendments to Chapter 100, Marine 

Turtle Protection (Proposed Ordinance 2016-15) 
 
The Town has a responsibility for the protection of nesting marine turtles and their 
hatchlings on our beaches through beach renourishment, environmental protection and 
wildlife protection practices. The town currently has a turtle lighting ordinance that is 
over twenty years old. Recent monitoring data presents a compelling case that current 
codes are insufficient to protect marine turtles from the adverse affects of artificial 
lighting.  
 
At the April 20, 2015, Goals and Objectives Special Workshop, the Town Commission 
expressed interest in a citizens committee consulting with Staff to explore options, 
recommendations and alternatives for the protection of the environment and protected 
wildlife.  
 
Based on the direction provided and in cooperation with the Longboat Key Turtle Watch 
Ordinance Committee, the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC), 
Mote Marine Laboratory and the Sarasota County Environmental Protection Division, 
Staff has begun preparation of a proposed ordinance for the protection of marine turtles 
on the beaches of the Town.  
                          
The proposed ordinance is a mirror of Chapter 62B-55, Model Lighting Ordinance for 
Marine Turtle Protection of the Florida Administrative Code and Article XXIII - Marine 
Turtle Protection of the Sarasota County Code of Ordinances. The proposed section 
governing prohibited activities on the beach and obstructions on the beach is a mirror of 
Section 7-122 - Obstructions on the beach and beach access areas prohibited of the 
Panama City Beach Code of Ordinances and Chapter 92 - Parks, Beaches, and Public 
Beach Access of the Town of Longboat Key Code of Ordinances.   
   
The point of contact for this memorandum is Christopher Elbon at (941) 361-6411, Ext. 
1917, or celbon@longboatkey.org.      
 
Christopher Elbon 
Code Enforcement Officer 
Town of Longboat Key 



Presentation Regarding Proposed Amendments 
to Chapter 100, Marine Turtle Protection  

(Proposed Ordinance 2016-15) 
 

March 23, 2016 
 
 

TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY 

Prepared by: Chris Elbon, Code Enforcement Officer 



Background and History 

TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY 

§ June 1, 1987: Town of Longboat Key adopted   
  Chapter 100 - Sea Turtles, Sections 100.01 through   
  100.07.  
 
§ January 4, 1993: Sections 100.01, 100.03 and  
  100.05 of the code were amended.   
 
§ May 6, 2002: Section 100.20 - Sea Turtle  
  Vegetation Protection was adopted and section   
  100.07 was amended. 
 



Background and History 

TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY 

§ At the April 20, 2015, Goals and Objectives Special  
  Workshop, the Town Commission expressed  
  interest in a citizens committee consulting with  
  town staff to explore options, recommendations  
  and alternatives for the protection of the  
  environment and protected wildlife. 
 
 
 
 
 



Background and History 

TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY 

§ Staff consulted with the following entities  
  regarding marine turtle protection practices and  
  ordinances: 
§ LBK Turtle Watch Ordinance Committee 
§ Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 
§ Mote Marine Laboratory 
§ Sarasota County Environmental Protection Division 
§ Anna Maria Code Enforcement 
§ Bradenton Beach Code Enforcement 
§ Holmes Beach Code Enforcement 
§ Venice Code Enforcement 
 
 



Background and History 

TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY 

§ Chapter 62B-55 of the Florida Administrative Code - 
   Model Lighting Ordinance for Marine Turtle Protection:    
§ Introduced on March 30, 1993 
§ Revised on November 26, 2015 
§ Purpose is intended to guide local governments in  
   developing ordinances for the protection of marine turtles  
   from the adverse affects of artificial lighting and protect  
   the nesting environment 
§ Includes all exterior and interior lighting sources and forms  
   of illumination 
 
 
 



TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY 

§ Surrounding jurisdictions that mirror Chapter 62B- 
   55 of the Florida Administrative Code and have  
   ordinances addressing exterior lighting, interior  
   lighting, temporary structures and prohibited  
   activities include: 
§ The City of Anna Maria 
§ The City of Bradenton Beach 
§ The City of Holmes Beach 
§ The City of Venice 
§ Sarasota County 
 
 

Background and History 



Longboat Key’s Sea Turtle Lighting Code 

TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY 

§ The current code addresses the following sources  
   of lighting during nesting season: 
§ Direct illumination of the beach; 
§ Pole lighting within an arc of 3 to 73 degrees on the  
  seaward side of the pole; 
§ Low-profile luminaries;  
§ Dune crosswalks; 
§ Lights on balconies that illuminate the beach; 
§ Temporary construction lighting; 
§ Decorative or recreational lighting; 
§ Security lighting; and 
§ Publicly owned lighting 
 



Longboat Key’s Sea Turtle Lighting Code 

TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY 

§ The current code does not address the following  
   sources of illumination during nesting season: 
§ Indirect illumination; 
§ Cumulative illumination; 
§ Point sources of light that are visible form the beach; 
§ Interior lighting; 
§ Exterior lighting for existing developments other than  
   decorative or recreational lighting; 
§ Illumination from exterior lighting for new developments  
   other than balcony lighting; and  
§ FWC approved lighting fixtures and bulbs 
 
 



TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY 

§ Additionally, the current code does not contain  
  protections from injury or harassment by  
  prohibiting activities that are otherwise disruptive   
  to marine turtles, such as beach furniture,  
  temporary structures, portable recreational  
  equipment and other obstacles that have the  
  potential for the entrapment of marine turtles and  
  which may interfere with the use of the natural  
  beach environment for a nesting habitat.  
 
 

Longboat Key’s Sea Turtle Lighting Code 



Enforcement of Code 

TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY 

§ Detection of lighting that directly illuminates the  
   beach is limited to detecting a shadow on a dark  
   and moonless night.  
§ According to the moons lunar cycle, moonless night only  
  occur once a month during a new moon. 
§ Detection of a shadow is not specific and no longer  
  practiced by surrounding jurisdictions. 
 

§ The Town’s code provides for civil penalties for  
   violations of the code, however the town does not  
   have the current mechanisms in place to issue  
   and process citations as surrounding jurisdictions  
   do. 



Proposed Marine Turtle Protection Code 

TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY 

§ The proposed code would address the following  
   sources of illumination during nesting season: 
§ Direct illumination; 
§ Indirect illumination 
§ Cumulative illumination; 
§ Point sources of light that are visible form the beach; 
§ Interior lighting; 
§ All forms of exterior lighting; 
§ Decorative lighting; 
§ Parking area lighting; 
§ Dune crosswalk lighting; 
§ Safety and security lighting; 
§ Temporary construction lighting; 
§ Publicly owned lighting; and 
§ FWC approved fixtures and bulbs  



Proposed Marine Turtle Protection Code 

TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY 

§ The proposed code would address prohibited  
   activities on the beach: 
§ Operation of motor vehicles, with the exception of  
   emergency, law enforcement, or permitted vehicles; 
§ Leaving temporary structures and portable recreational  
  equipment on the beach between 11:00 p.m. to 5:00 a.m.  
  daily; 
§ Engage in prohibited activities pursuant to Chapter 92 of  
   the Town’s Code; 
§ Add protections under Florida’s Marine Turtle Protection  
   Act (Chapter 379.2431 of the Florida Statute) 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 Lighting Inspections 
  

(2015 Nesting Season) 
 
 
 
 

TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY 



Exterior Balcony Lighting 



Exterior Balcony Lighting 



Exterior Lighting 



Exterior Lighting 



Interior Lighting 



Interior Lighting 



Parking Garage Lighting 



Standard Lighting Example 



Marine Turtle Lighting Example 



Unshielded Lighting Example 



Shielded Lighting Example 



 
 
 
 

FWC Recommended Fixtures & Bulbs 
 
 
 
 

TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY 



Wall Fixtures 

TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY 



Ceiling Mount Fixtures 

TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY 



Step Lighting 

TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY 



Pole Lighting 

TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY 



Walkway Lighting 

TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY 



Bollards 

TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY 



Bulbs 

TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY 



 
 
 
 

 Obstructions, Temporary 
Structures, Portable Recreational 

Equipment & Trash  
  

(2015 Nesting Season) 
 
 
 
 

TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY 



Unobstructed Beach 



Obstructed Beach 





















TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY 

 
 
 
 

 Marine Turtle Disorientation Data 
  

(2014 - 2015) 
 
 
 
 



TOTAL 2,461 

2014 Nesting Numbers 

TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY 

# Nests 
Longboat Key 545 
Venice 362 
Lido Key 98 
Casey Key 1,175 
Siesta Key 281 

0 

200 

400 

600 

800 

1000 

1200 

Longboat Key Venice Lido Key Casey Key Siesta Key 

Mote Marine Laboratory. (2014). Sea Turtle Conservation and Research Program (STCRP), (18), 5.   



TOTAL 284 

2014 Nests that Disoriented 

TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY 

# Disorientations 
Longboat Key 165 
Venice 31 
Lido Key 25 
Casey Key 37 
Siesta Key 26 
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Mote Marine Laboratory. (2014). Sea Turtle Conservation and Research Program (STCRP), (18), 6.   



2014 Nest Disorientation Percentage (%) 

TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY 

% 
Longboat Key 30 
Venice 9 
Lido Key 26 
Casey Key 3 
Siesta Key 9 

0 

5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

30 

Longboat Key Venice Lido Key Casey Key Siesta Key 

Mote Marine Laboratory. (2014). Sea Turtle Conservation and Research Program (STCRP), (18), 6.   



TOTAL 24 8,549 

2014 Total Disorientations 

TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY 

# Adults # Hatchlings 
Longboat Key 4 5,268 
Venice 1 654 
Lido Key 6 717 
Casey Key 5 1,554 
Siesta Key 8 356 
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Mote Marine Laboratory. (2014). Sea Turtle Conservation and Research Program (STCRP), (18), 6.   



2014 Total Disorientation Percentage (%) 

TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY 

Longboat Key 
62% 
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TOTAL 2,475 

2015 Nesting Numbers 

TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY 

# Nests 
Longboat Key 698 
Venice 256 
Lido Key 97 
Casey Key 1,016 
Siesta Key 408 
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Mote Marine Laboratory. (2015). Sea Turtle Conservation and Research Program (STCRP), (19), 5.   



TOTAL 168 

2015 Nests that Disoriented 

TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY 

# Disorientations 
Longboat Key 106 
Venice 29 
Lido Key 13 
Casey Key 13 
Siesta Key 7 
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Mote Marine Laboratory. (2015). Sea Turtle Conservation and Research Program (STCRP), (19), 6.   



TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY 

% 
Longboat Key 15 
Venice 11 
Lido Key 13 
Casey Key 1 
Siesta Key 2 
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TOTAL 16 4,722 

2015 Total Disorientations 

TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY 

# Adults # Hatchlings 
Longboat Key 2 3,009 
Venice 1 887 
Lido Key 6 314 
Casey Key 1 360 
Siesta Key 6 152 

0 
500 

1000 
1500 
2000 
2500 
3000 
3500 

Longboat 
Key 

Venice Lido Key Casey Key Siesta Key 

Adults 
Hatchlings 

Mote Marine Laboratory. (2015). Sea Turtle Conservation and Research Program (STCRP), (19), 6.   



TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY 

Longboat Key 
63% 

Venice 
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Lido Key 
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Casey Key 
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2015 Total Disorientation Percentage (%) 



Questions? 

TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY 



Resources 

TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY 

§ Mote Marine Laboratory. (2014). Sea Turtle 
Conservation and Research Program (STCRP), (18). 
 
§ Mote Marine Laboratory. (2015). Sea Turtle 
Conservation and Research Program (STCRP), (19). 
 
§ Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission. (n.d.). Certified wildlife lighting. 
Retrieved from http://myfwc.com/conservation/you-
conserve/lighting/certified/ 
 



End of Agenda Item 

TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                                   

 
End of Agenda Item  
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