
Regular Workshop – April 18, 2016 
Agenda Item  6 

 
 
 
Agenda Item: Presentation Regarding Proposed Amendments to Chapter 100, 

Marine Turtle Protection (Proposed Ordinance 2016-15) 
 
Presenters: Town Manager, Staff, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services (USFWS), 

Florida Fish and Wild Conservation Commission (FWC), Mote 
Marine Laboratory, and the Longboat Key Turtle Watch 
Ordinance Committee. 

 
Summary: At the March 23, 2016, Regular Workshop, the Town 

Commission directed Staff to provide additional information and 
data as it related to the specific causes of marine turtle 
disorientations, a comparison of ordinances of surrounding 
jurisdictions compared to the Town’s current and proposed 
ordinance, additional historical data to illustrate trends in marine 
turtle nesting and disorientations, and the number of volunteers 
involved in marine turtle conservation efforts.   

 
Attachments: 4-12-16 Memo, CEO Elbon through Chief Cumming to 

Manager. 
4-18-16 Marine Turtle Protection Ordinance Presentation. 
Marine Turtle Protection Ordinance Comparison Table. 
Proposed Ordinance 2016-15, Amending Chapter 100, Marine 
Turtle Protection. 

 
Recommended 
Action: Pending discussion, provide direction to Manager. 
 
 
 



M E M O R A N D U M  

Date: April 12, 2016 

TO: Dave Bullock, Town Manager 

FROM: Chris Elbon, Code Enforcement Officer 

THROUGH: Pete Cumming, Police Chief 

SUBJECT: Presentation Regarding Proposed Amendments to Chapter 100, 
Marine Turtle Protection (Proposed Ordinance 2016-15) 

 
The Town has a responsibility for the protection of nesting marine turtles and 
their hatchlings on our beaches through beach renourishment permits requiring 
environmental protection and wildlife protection practices. The town currently has 
a turtle lighting ordinance adopted in 1987. Recent monitoring data shows that 
the Town experiences more hatchling disorientation than neighboring 
communities where ordinances have been updated.  
 
At the April 20, 2015, Goals and Objectives Special Workshop, the Town 
Commission expressed interest in a citizens committee consulting with Staff to 
explore options, recommendations and alternatives for the protection of the 
environment and protected wildlife.  
 
At the  March 23, 2016, Regular Workshop, the Town Commission directed Staff 
to provide additional information and data as it related to the specific causes of 
marine turtle disorientations, a comparison of ordinances of surrounding 
jurisdictions compared to the Town’s current and proposed ordinance, additional 
historical data to illustrate trends in marine turtle nesting and disorientations, and 
the number of volunteers involved in marine turtle conservation efforts.   
 
Based on the direction provided, Staff has prepared an overview of the Town’s 
current sea turtle lighting ordinance, enforcement challenges, causes for 
disorientations, historical trends in marine turtle nesting and disorientations, 
marine turtle conservation efforts by volunteers, and a comparison of local 
marine turtle protection and lighting ordinances.  
 
Staff has worked in cooperation with the Longboat Key Turtle Watch Ordinance 
Committee, the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC), Mote 
Marine Laboratory, the Sarasota County Environmental Protection Division, and 
Code Enforcement of surrounding jurisdictions.  Proposed Ordinance 2016-15  
(attached) provides for the protection of marine turtles on the beaches of the 
Town and is presented for Commission consideration at the April 18, 2016 
Regular Workshop Meeting. 
                           
The point of contact for this memorandum is Christopher Elbon at (941) 361-
6411, Ext. 1917, or celbon@longboatkey.org.      
 



Presentation Regarding Proposed Amendments to Chapter 
100, Marine Turtle Protection  

(Proposed Ordinance 2016-15) 
 

April 18, 2016 
 
 

TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY 

Prepared by: Chris Elbon, Code Enforcement Officer 



Discussion Outline 

TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY 

§  Background & History 
§  Why amend the current ordinance? 
§  Current Ordinance Overview 
§  Enforcement Challenges 
§  Causes for Disorientations 
§  Marine Turtle Disorientation Data (2010 – 2015) 
§  Mote Marine Sea Turtle Conservation & Research 
 Program (STCRP) Volunteers (2010 – 2015)  
§  Ordinance Comparisons 
§  Recommendations 
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Background & History 

TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY 

§  At the April 20, 2015, Goals and Objectives Special  
   Workshop, the Town Commission expressed interest 
 in a citizens committee consulting with town staff to 
 explore options, recommendations and alternatives for 
 the protection of the environment and protected 
 wildlife. 
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Background & History 

TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY 

§  At the March 23, 2015, Regular Workshop Meeting, 
   the Town Commission requested additional 
 information regarding specific causes for 
 disorientations, a comparison of other local  
   ordinances compared to the Town’s current and 
   proposed ordinance, additional historical data to 
 illustrate trends, and an approximate number of 
 volunteers involved in marine turtle conservation 
 efforts. 
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Background & History 

TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY 

§  Staff consulted with the following entities regarding 
 marine turtle protection practices and ordinances:  
    
§  LBK Turtle Watch Ordinance Committee 
§  Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) 
§  Mote Marine Laboratory 
§  Sarasota County Environmental Protection Division 
§  Anna Maria Code Enforcement 
§  Bradenton Beach Code Enforcement 
§  Holmes Beach Code Enforcement 
§  Venice Code Enforcement 
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Why amend the current ordinance? 

TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY 

§  Town is being required to review and strengthen its 
 marine turtle lighting ordinance by regulatory 
 agencies.  
 
§  Current marine turtle lighting ordinance is outdated, 
 problematic for enforcement, and offers fewer 
 protections to nesting marine turtles and hatchlings 
 than ordinances of surrounding jurisdictions.  
 
§  Longboat Key has higher disorientation rates than 
 compared jurisdictions in the area. 
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Current Ordinance Overview 

TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY 

§  Chapter 100 - Sea Turtles was adopted on June 1, 
 1987. 
 
§  Addresses the following sources of artificial lighting:   
 
§  Direct illumination of the beach; 
§  Pole lighting on the seaward side of the pole; 
§  Low-profile luminaries;  
§  Dune crosswalks; 
§  Lights on balconies that illuminate the beach; 
§  Temporary construction lighting; 
§  Decorative or recreational lighting; 
§  Security lighting; and 
§  Publicly owned lighting. 
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Current Ordinance Overview 

TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY 

§ Does not address the following sources of artificial 
 lighting: 
 
§  Indirect illumination; 
§  Cumulative illumination; 
§  Point sources of light that are visible form the beach; 
§  Interior lighting; 
§  Exterior lighting for existing developments other than  
   decorative or recreational lighting; 
§  Illumination from exterior lighting for new developments  
   other than balcony lighting; and  
§  FWC approved lighting fixtures and bulbs. 
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Current Ordinance Overview 

TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY 

§  Additionally, the current ordinance does not contain  
   protections from injury or harassment by prohibiting 
 activities that are otherwise disruptive to marine 
 turtles, such as beach furniture, temporary structures, 
 portable recreational equipment and other obstacles 
 that have the potential for the entrapment of marine 
 turtles and which may interfere with the use of the 
 natural beach environment for a nesting habitat.  
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Enforcement Challenges 

TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY 

§ Detection of lighting that directly illuminates the  
   beach is limited to detecting a shadow on a dark  
   and moonless night.  
 
§  According to the moons lunar cycle, moonless night 
 only occur once a month during a new moon. 
 
§  Detection of a shadow is not specific and no longer  
   practiced by surrounding jurisdictions. 

 
§ The Town’s code provides for civil penalties for  
   violations of the code, however the town does not  
   have the current mechanisms in place to issue  
   and process citations as surrounding jurisdictions  
   do. 
 10 



Causes for Disorientations 

TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY 

§  Nests are recorded as disorientations when at least 
 one hatchling was determined to have gone the 
 wrong direction for 10 feet or more due to lights or 
 when an adult female travels inland or parallel to 
 shore after nesting or attempting to nest (Mote Marine 
 Laboratory & FWC). 
 
§  Disorientations are a lighting issue (FWC). 
 
§  647 reported lighting related disorientations between 
 2010 – 2015 (Mote Marine Laboratory). 
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Causes for Disorientations 

TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY 

§  Exterior condominium lighting is the leading reported 
 cause of disorientations (Mote Marine Laboratory). 
 
§  Interior condominium lighting is the second leading 
 reported cause of disorientations (Mote Marine 
 Laboratory). 
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TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY 
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TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY 
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 2010  2011  2012  2013  2014  2015  

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 Total 
Condominium (Exterior) 47 42 61 106 133 80 469 
Condominium (Interior) 48 42 59 107 131 79 466 
Urban Glow 36 32 53 56 97 38 312 
Single Family (Interior) 24 21 22 48 57 35 207 
Single Family (Exterior) 24 19 23 44 52 35 197 
Parking Lot 14 12 6 22 25 21 100 
Street Lighting 10 7 3 18 22 10 70 
Dune Crosswalk 2 5 3 8 6 4 28 
Pool Lighting 1 3 2 6 4 4 20 
Flashlights 0 1 2 4 5 3 15 
Commercial Lighting 0 3 1 5 3 0 12 

Causes for Disorientations (2010 – 2015)  

14 Mote Marine Laboratory Disorientation Reports (2010 – 2015)  



 
Marine Turtle Disorientation Data 

(2010 – 2015) 
 
 
 
 
 

TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY 
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Nesting Numbers (2010 – 2015) 

TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY 
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Longboat Key 271 275 639 640 545 698 
Venice 216 268 424 316 362 256 
Lido Key 17 50 83 68 98 97 
Casey Key 612 533 983 896 1175 1016 
Siesta Key 142 165 340 327 281 408 

16 Mote Marine Laboratory. Sea Turtle Conservation and Research Program (STCRP) Newsletters (2010 – 2015) 



Nest Disorientations (2010 – 2015) 

TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY 
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Longboat Key 68 60 190 129 165 106 
Venice 60 66 105 26 31 29 
Lido Key 2 12 22 18 25 13 
Casey Key 21 19 41 6 37 13 
Siesta Key 22 15 43 9 26 7 

17 Mote Marine Laboratory. Sea Turtle Conservation and Research Program (STCRP) Newsletters (2010 – 2015) 



Total Disorientations (2010 – 2015) 

TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY 

2010 
Disorientations 

2011 
Disorientations 

2012 
Disorientations 

2013 
Disorientations 

2014 
Disorientations 

2015 
Disorientations 

Longboat Key 2,000 1,803 1,706 2,789 5,272 3,011 
Venice 1,474 1,059 1,052 661 655 888 
Lido Key 7 507 240 577 723 320 
Casey Key 522 267 189 139 1,559 361 
Siesta Key 316 264 378 37 364 158 
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 Mote Marine Sea Turtle Conservation & Research Program 

(STCRP) Volunteers 
(2010 – 2015) 

 
 
 
 
 

TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY 
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TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY 

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 
# Volunteers 263 293 351 251 317 325 
# Internships 9 10 16 15 13 15 
# Seasonal Biological Technicians 3 1 1 1 2 3 
# Volunteer Hours > 16,000 17,877 28,705 24,710 28,569 33,970 

Mote Marine STCRP Volunteers (2010 – 2015) 

NOTE: Numbers may not reflect staff and conservation efforts by other volunteer 
or non-profit organizations. 

20 Mote Marine Laboratory. Sea Turtle Conservation and Research Program (STCRP) Newsletters (2010 – 2015) 



TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY 

§ The City of Holmes Beach 
§  Adopted March 11, 2014; 
§  Mirrors University of Florida Conservation Clinic’s Model  
 Ordinance; 
§  Most stringent lighting ordinance; 
§  Potentially most problematic for enforcement; 
§  Contains mounting height restrictions for lighting fixtures for 
 all developments; 
§  Requires minimum lighting necessary for safety to be 
 used for all developments; 
§  Requires balcony lighting to be turned off during nesting 
 season; 
§  Requires all windows facing the beach to have a 15% tint 
 level; 
 

Ordinance Comparisons 
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TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY 

§ The City of Holmes Beach (continued) 
§  Requires all emergency lighting to be on a separate circuit; 
§  Contains no language differentiating between new 
 developments and existing developments; 
§  Does not allow for floodlight, spotlights, uplights, or 
 decorative lights; 
§  Contains restrictions to the wavelength of a light and 
 footcandles a light may produce; 
§  Restricts footcandles for parking lot lighting, street lighting, 
 and pool lighting; and 
§  Creates significant enforcement difficulties in relation to 
 measuring wavelengths and footcandles of lighting. 
 
 
 

Ordinance Comparisons 
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TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY 

§ The City of Venice 
§  Adopted June 8, 2010; 
§  Mirrors Chapter 62B-55 of the Florida Administrative Code & 
 Sarasota County; 
§  Second most stringent lighting ordinance; 
§  Contains some difficulties for enforcement in relation to 
 measuring wattage and casting shadows; 
§  Contains mounting height restrictions for lighting fixtures for 
 new developments; 
§  Contains restrictions to the wattage of bulbs that can be 
 used; 
§  Requires a lighting inspection for compliance prior to the 
 issuance of a Certificate of Occupancy; 
§  Contains restrictions to reflective surfaces illuminated as a 
 result of sources of light; 

Ordinance Comparisons 
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TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY 

§ The City of Venice (continued) 
§  Does not allow for permits to be issued for properties in 
 violation of code or for unpaid fines for violations of code; and 
§ Reflective lighting is problematic to enforce, as it can be 
 subjective in nature. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ordinance Comparisons 
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TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY 

§ Sarasota County 
§  Amended December 14, 2004; 
§  Mirrors Chapter 62B-55 of the Florida Administrative Code; 
§  Third most stringent lighting ordinance; 
§  Contains some difficulties for enforcement in relation to 
 measuring wattage and casting shadows; 
§  Contains mounting height restrictions for lighting fixtures for 
 new developments; 
§  Contains restrictions to the wattage of bulbs that can be 
 used; 
§  Requires a lighting inspection for compliance once a 
 Certificate of Occupancy has been issued; 
§  Contains restrictions to reflective surfaces illuminated as a 
 result of sources of light; 
 

Ordinance Comparisons 
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TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY 

§ Sarasota County (continued) 
§  Does not allow for permits to be issued for properties in 
 violation of code; and 
§ Reflective lighting is problematic to enforce, as it can be 
 subjective in nature. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ordinance Comparisons 
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TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY 

§ The City of Anna Maria  
§  Adopted April 24, 2003; 
§  Mirrors Chapter 62B-55 of the Florida Administrative Code & 
 Bradenton Beach; 
§ Contains mounting height restrictions for lighting fixtures for 
 new developments; 
§  Contains restrictions to the wattage of bulbs that can be 
 used; 
§  Requires a lighting inspection for compliance after a 
 Certificate of Occupancy has been issued; 
§  Does not allow for permits to be issued for properties in 
 violation of code; and 
§  Creates some enforcement  difficulties in relation to 
 measuring wattage and casting shadows. 
 

Ordinance Comparisons 
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TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY 

§ The City of Bradenton Beach 
§  Adopted September 17, 1998; 
§  Mirrors Chapter 62B-55 of the Florida Administrative Code; 
§ Contains mounting height restrictions for lighting fixtures for 
 new developments; 
§  Contains restrictions to the wattage of bulbs that can be 
 used; 
§  Requires a lighting inspection for compliance after a 
 Certificate of Occupancy has been issued. 
§  Does not allow for permits to be issued for properties in 
 violation of code; and 
§  Creates some enforcement  difficulties in relation to 
 measuring wattage and casting shadows. 
 
 

Ordinance Comparisons 
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TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY 

§ The Town of Longboat Key 
§  Adopted June 1, 1987; 
§ Least stringent lighting ordinance; 
§  Lacks basic language contained in most codes for the 
 protection of nesting marine turtles and hatchlings; 
§  Second most problematic to enforce;  
§  Creates some enforcement  difficulties in relation to casting  
 shadows; and 
§  Restricts inspections to a dark and moonless night, which 
 moonless nights only occur once a month with a new moon. 
 
 
 
 
 

Ordinance Comparisons 
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TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY 

§ Consider revisions to Chapter 100 – Sea Turtles of 
 the Town code. 
 
§ An amended ordinance based on Sarasota County is 
 attached for consideration. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Recommendations 
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Questions? 

TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY 
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Marine Turtle Protection Ordinance Comparison 
 

  Restrictiveness Sarasota County City of Venice Longboat Key (Current) Longboat Key (Proposed) City of Anna Maria City of Bradenton Beach City of Holmes Beach 

 

• Contains mounting height 
restrictions for lighting 
fixtures for new 
developments. 
 
• Contains restrictions to 
the wattage of bulbs that 
can be used. 
 
• Requires a lighting 
inspection for compliance 
once a Certificate of 
Occupancy is issued. 
 
• Contains restrictions to 
reflective surfaces 
illuminated as a result of 
sources of light. 
 
• Does not allow for 
permits to be issued for 
properties in violation of 
code. 

• Contains mounting height 
restrictions for lighting 
fixtures for new 
developments. 
 
• Contains restrictions to the 
wattage of bulbs that can be 
used. 
 
• Requires a lighting 
inspection for compliance 
prior to the issuance of a 
Certificate of Occupancy. 
 
• Contains restrictions to 
reflective surfaces 
illuminated as a result of 
sources of light. 
 
• Does not allow for permits 
to be issued for properties in 
violation of code or for 
unpaid fines for violations of 
code. 

• Least stringent. 
 
• Contains no significant 
restrictions.  
 
• Significantly lacks basic 
language contained in most 
codes for the protection of 
marine turtles and 
hatchlings. 

• Second least stringent, 
while providing most 
protections to marine turtles. 
 
• Requires all exterior and 
decorative lighting to utilize 
FWC approved fixtures and 
bulbs during marine turtle 
nesting season. 

• Contains mounting height 
restrictions for lighting 
fixtures for new 
developments. 
 
• Contains restrictions to 
the wattage of bulbs that 
can be used. 
 
• Requires a lighting 
inspection for compliance 
after a Certificate of 
Occupancy is issued. 
 
• Does not allow for permits 
to be issued for properties 
in violation of code. 

• Contains mounting height 
restrictions for lighting fixtures 
for new developments. 
 
• Contains restrictions to the 
wattage of bulbs that can be 
used. 
 
• Requires a lighting 
inspection for compliance 
after a Certificate of 
Occupancy is issued. 
 
• Does not allow for permits to 
be issued for properties in 
violation of code. 

• Most stringent. 
 
• Contains mounting height 
restrictions for lighting fixtures for all 
developments. 
 
• Requires minimum lighting 
necessary for safety to be used for 
all developments. 
 
• Requires balcony lighting to be 
turned off during nesting season. 
 
• Requires all windows facing the 
beach to have a 15% tint level. 
 
• Requires all emergency lighting to 
be on a separate circuit. 
 
• Contains no language 
differentiating between new 
developments and existing 
developments. 
 
• Does not allow for floodlight, 
spotlights, uplights, or decorative 
lights. 
 
• Contains restrictions to the 
wavelength of a light and 
footcandles a light may produce. 
 
• Restricts footcandles for parking 
lot lighting, street lighting, and pool 
lighting. 

  Enforceability  Sarasota County City of Venice Longboat Key (Current) Longboat Key (Proposed) City of Anna Maria City of Bradenton Beach City of Holmes Beach 

  • Creates some 
enforcement  difficulties in 
relation to measuring 
wattage and casting 
shadows.  

• Creates some enforcement  
difficulties in relation to 
measuring wattage and 
casting shadows.  
 
• Reflective lighting is 
problematic to enforce, as it 
can be subjective in nature. 

• Second most problematic 
to enforce.  
• Creates some 
enforcement  difficulties in 
relation to casting shadows. 
  
• Restricts inspections to a 
dark and moonless night, 
which moonless nights only 
occur once a month with a 
new moon. 

• Least problematic to 
enforce. 
• Is not subjective in nature. 
• Creates no significant 
enforcement difficulties.  

• Creates some 
enforcement  difficulties in 
relation to measuring 
wattage and casting 
shadows.  

• Creates some enforcement  
difficulties in relation to 
measuring wattage and 
casting shadows.  

• Most potentially problematic to 
enforce. 
 
• Creates significant enforcement 
difficulties in relation to measuring 
wavelengths and footcandles of 
lighting. 

  



Marine Turtle Protection Ordinance Comparison 
 

  Definitions Sarasota County City of Venice Longboat Key (Current) Longboat Key (Proposed) City of Anna Maria City of Bradenton Beach City of Holmes Beach 

   - Artificial Light 

Artificial Light: Any source 
of light emanating from a 
human-made device. 

Artificial light or "artificial 
lighting" means any source 
of light emanating from a 
manmade device. 

"Artificial light." Any source 
of light emanating from a 
manmade device, including, 
but not limited to, 
incandescent mercury 
vapor, metal halide, or 
sodium lamps, flashlights, 
spotlights, street lights, 
vehicular lights, 
construction or security 
lights. 

"Artificial light." Any source 
of light emanating from a 
human-made device.  

Artificial light: Any source of 
light emanating from a 
human-made device. 

Artificial light: Any source of 
light emanating from a 
human-made device. 

Artificial light means the 
light emanating from any 
human-made device.  

   - Beach 

Beach: That area of 
unconsolidated material 
that extends landward from 
the mean low-water line to 
the place where there is a 
marked change in material 
or physiographic form, or to 
the line of nonpioneering 
vegetation. 

Beach means the area of 
unconsolidated material 
that is contiguous with the 
waters of the Gulf of Mexico 
and extends landward from 
the mean low water line to 
the place where there is a 
marked change in material 
or physiographic form, or to 
the line of permanent 
vegetation. 

"Beach." That area of 
unconsolidated material 
that extends landward from 
the mean low waterline to 
the place where there is a 
marked change in material 
or physiographic form, or to 
the line of permanent 
vegetation (usually the 
effective limit of storm 
waves). 

"Beach." That area of 
unconsolidated material 
that extends landward from 
the mean low waterline to 
the place where there is a 
marked change in material 
or physiographic form, or to 
the line of permanent 
vegetation.  

Beach: The soft sand 
portion of land that extends 
landward from the mean 
low water line to the crest of 
the fore dune, the line of 
permanent vegetation, or a 
retaining wall, whichever is 
first. 

Beach: The zone of 
unconsolidated material 
that extends landward from 
the mean low water line to 
the place where there is 
marked change in material 
or physiographic form, or to 
the line of permanent 
vegetation, usually the 
effective limit of storm 
waves. 

Beach means the zone of 
unconsolidated material 
that extends landward from 
the mean low water line to 
the place where there is 
marked change in material 
or physiographic form, or to 
the line of permanent 
vegetation. 

   - Beach Access Point 

  Beach access point means 
any path through or over 
the dune used by the 
general public or private 
property owners for the 
purpose of gaining access 
to the beach.  

  "Beach access." Any path 
through or over the dune 
used by the general public 
or private property owners 
for the purpose of gaining 
access to the beach. 

      

   - Beachfront Properties 

  Beachfront properties with 
seawalls means beachfront 
properties having protective 
seawalls and protective 
boulders (on the gulf side of 
seawalls) and not more 
than five feet of sandy 
beach. .  

          

   - Bug Light or Bug Type 
      Bulb 

Bug Light or Bug Type 
Bulb: Any yellow colored 
light bulb that is marketed 
as being specifically treated 
in such a way so as to 
reduce the attraction of 
insects to the light. 

      Bug light: Any yellow 
colored light bulb, 25 watts 
or less, that is marketed as 
being specifically treated in 
such a way so as to reduce 
the attraction of insects to 
the light. 

Bug light or bug type bulb: 
Any yellow colored light 
bulb that is marketed as 
being specifically treated in 
such a way so as to reduce 
the attraction of insects to 
the light. 

  

   - City 
        City: The City of Anna 

Maria. 
City: The City of Bradenton 
Beach. 

  

  



Marine Turtle Protection Ordinance Comparison 
 

  Definitions Sarasota County City of Venice Longboat Key (Current) Longboat Key (Proposed) City of Anna Maria City of Bradenton Beach City of Holmes Beach 

   - Coastal Construction 
      Activities 

Coastal Construction 
Activities: Any work or 
activity that may have a 
physical effect on existing 
coastal conditions or 
natural shore and inlet 
processes. 

Coastal construction means 
the carrying out of any 
activity on the beach or 
within direct line-of-sight of 
the beach to modify or 
improve site conditions 
including, but not limited to, 
building, clearing, filling, 
excavation, or the presence 
of equipment or materials. 

  "Coastal construction 
activities." Any work or 
activity that may have a 
physical effect on existing 
coastal conditions or 
natural shore and inlet 
processes. 

  Coastal activities: Any work 
or activity that may have a 
physical effect on existing 
coastal conditions or 
natural shore and inlet 
processes. 

  

   - Coastal Construction 
      Control Line (CCCL) 

Coastal Construction 
Control Line (CCCL): The 
portion of the Coastal 
Construction Control Line 
established pursuant to the 
provisions of F.S. § 
161.053 that lies within 
Sarasota County. 

  "Coastal construction 
control line (CCCL)." The 
State Coastal Construction 
Control Line for Manatee 
County and the original 
proposed State Coastal 
Construction Setback Line 
for Sarasota County on file 
in town hall.  

"Coastal Construction 
Control Line (CCCL)." The 
portion of the Coastal 
Construction Control Line 
established pursuant to the 
provisions of Chapter 
161.053 of the Florida 
Statute that lies within 
Sarasota County and 
Manatee County.  

Coastal construction control 
line (CCCL): The portion of 
the coastal construction 
control line established 
pursuant to the provisions 
of F.S., § 161.053, that lies 
within the city. 

Coastal Construction 
Control Line (CCCL): The 
portion of the Coastal 
Construction Control Line 
established pursuant to the 
provisions of F.S. § 
161.053 that lies within the 
City of Bradenton Beach. 

  

   - County 
County: Sarasota County, a 
political subdivision of the 
State of Florida. 

        County: Manatee County a 
political subdivision of the 
State of Florida. 

  

   - Cumulatively 
      Illuminated 

Cumulatively Illuminated: 
Illuminated by numerous 
Artificial Light sources that 
as a group illuminate any 
portion of the Beach. Such 
cumulative illumination 
must be bright enough to 
cast a shadow on any 
portion of the Beach during 
any night of the sea turtle 
Nesting Season. 

Cumulatively illuminated 
means illuminated by 
multiple artificial light 
sources that as a group 
illuminate any portion of the 
beach. 

  "Cumulatively Illuminated." 
Illuminated by multiple 
artificial light sources that 
as a group illuminate any 
portion of the beach.  

Cumulatively illuminated: 
Illuminated by numerous 
artificial light sources that 
as a group illuminate any 
portion of the beach. Such 
cumulative illumination 
must be bright enough to 
cast a shadow on any 
portion of the beach during 
any night of the sea turtle 
nesting season. 

Cumulatively illuminated: 
Illuminated by numerous 
artificial light sources that 
as a group illuminate any 
portion of the beach. Such 
cumulative illumination 
must be bright enough to 
cast a shadow on any 
portion of the beach during 
any night of the sea turtle 
nesting season. 

Cumulatively means 
illumination by numerous 
artificial light sources that 
as a group illuminate any 
portion of the beach. 

   - Decorative Lighting 

      "Decorative lighting." Any 
source of artificial lighting 
used solely for accent or 
decorative purposes. 
Decorative lighting shall 
include, but are not limited 
to, accent lighting and 
landscape lighting. 

      

   - Department 

Department: The Florida 
Department of 
Environmental Protection 
(FDEP). 

      Department: The Florida 
Department of 
Environmental Protection 
(FDEP). 

Department: The Florida 
Department of 
Environmental Protection 
(FDEP). 
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  Definitions Sarasota County City of Venice Longboat Key (Current) Longboat Key (Proposed) City of Anna Maria City of Bradenton Beach City of Holmes Beach 

   - Directly Illuminated 

Directly Illuminated: 
Illuminated as a result of 
glowing element(s), 
lamp(s), globe(s), or 
reflector(s) or any Artificial 
Light source which is visible 
to an observer on the 
Beach. 

Directly illuminated means 
illuminated as a result of a 
glowing element(s), 
lamp(s), globe(s), or 
reflector(s) of an artificial 
light source which is visible 
from the beach. 

"Direct illumination of the 
beach." Light from a point 
source which is sufficiently 
strong to cast a detectable 
shadow on the beach on a 
dark, moonless night.  

"Directly illuminated." 
Glowing element(s), 
lamp(s), or globe(s) of an 
artificial light source or 
electronic device(s) which 
illuminate, and are visible 
from, any portion of the 
beach. 

Directly illuminated: 
Illuminated as a result of 
glowing element(s), 
lamp(s), globe(s) of 
reflector(s) or any artificial 
light source which is visible 
to an observer on the 
beach. 

Directly illuminated: 
Illuminated as a result of 
glowing element(s), 
lamp(s), globe(s) of 
reflector(s) or any artificial 
light source which is visible 
to an observer on the 
beach. 

Directly means illumination 
as the result of an artificial 
light source and visible to 
an observer located beyond 
the frontal dune. 

   - Downward-direct 
      "Downward-direct." Light 

fixture which directs light 
entirely down. 

      

   - Dune 

Dune: A mound or ridge of 
loose sediments, usually 
sand sized, lying landward 
of the Beach and deposited 
by any natural or artificial 
mechanism, which may be 
bare or covered with 
vegetation, and is subject to 
fluctuations in configuration 
and location. 

Dune means a mound or 
ridge of loose sediments, 
usually sand-sized, lying 
landward of the beach and 
deposited by a natural or 
artificial mechanism. 

  "Dune." A mound or ridge 
of loose sediments, usually 
sand sized, lying landward 
of the beach and deposited 
by any natural or artificial 
mechanism, which may be 
bare or covered with 
vegetation, and is subject to 
fluctuations in configuration 
and location. 

Dune: A mound or ridge of 
loose sediments usually 
sand sized, lying landward 
of the beach and deposited 
by any natural or artificial 
mechanism, which may be 
bare or covered with 
vegetation, and is subject to 
fluctuations in configuration 
and location. 

Dune: A mound or ridge of 
loose sediments usually 
sand sized, lying landward 
of the beach and deposited 
by any natural or artificial 
mechanism, which may be 
bare or covered with 
vegetation, and is subject to 
fluctuations in configuration 
and location. 

Dune means any mound, 
bluff, or ridge of loose 
sediment, usually sand-
sized sediment, lying 
upland of the beach and 
deposited by any natural or 
artificial mechanism, which 
may be bare or covered 
with vegetation and is 
subject to fluctuations in 
configuration and location. 

   - Existing Development 

  Existing development 
means a building or 
structure for which a 
building permit has been 
issued prior to the adoption 
of this article. 

  "Existing development." 
Any building or structure for 
which a building permit has 
been issued prior to the 
adoption of this chapter.  

Existing development: 
Completed development 
having received official 
approval in the form of a 
certificate of occupancy, 
certificate of compliance or 
final building permit 
approval. 

Existing development: 
Completed development 
having received official 
approval in the form of a 
certificate of occupancy, 
certificate of compliance or 
final building permit 
approval. 

  

   - FDEP 

  FDEP means the Florida 
Department of 
Environmental Protection or 
successor agency. 

  "FDEP." Florida 
Department of 
Environmental Protection or 
successor agency.  

      

   - Floodlight 

  Floodlight means a 
reflector-type light fixture 
which is freestanding or 
attached directly to a 
building or other structure 
and which is unshielded. 

  "Floodlight." A reflector-type 
light fixture which is 
freestanding or attached 
directly to a building or 
other structure and which is 
unshielded.  

      

   - Frontal or Fore Dune 

Frontal or Fore Dune: The 
first line of continuous and 
dynamic Dunes (either 
natural or manmade) 
encountered landward of 
the active Beach. 

Frontal dune means the 
first natural or manmade 
mound or bluff of sand 
which is located landward 
of the beach and which has 
sufficient ground 
vegetation, height, 
continuity and configuration 
to offer protective value. 

  "Frontal dune." The first 
natural or manmade mound 
or bluff of sand which is 
located landward of the 
beach and which has 
sufficient ground 
vegetation, height, 
continuity and configuration 
to offer protective value.  

Frontal or fore dune: The 
first line of continuous and 
dynamic dunes (either 
natural or man-made) 
encountered landward of 
the active beach. 

Frontal or fore dune: The 
first line of continuous and 
dynamic dunes (either 
natural or man-made) 
encountered landward of 
the active beach. 
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  Definitions Sarasota County City of Venice Longboat Key (Current) Longboat Key (Proposed) City of Anna Maria City of Bradenton Beach City of Holmes Beach 

   - Fully Shielded 

            Fully shielded means a 
lighting fixture constructed 
in such a manner that all 
light emitted by the fixture, 
either directly from the lamp 
or a diffusing element, or 
indirectly by reflection or 
refraction from any part of 
the luminaire, is projected 
below the horizontal as 
determined by photometric 
test or certified by the 
manufacturer. Any 
structural part of the light 
fixture providing this 
shielding must be 
permanently affixed so the 
light source is not visible 
from the beach. 

   - Full Cut Off 

            Full cut off means fixtures 
are independently certified 
by the manufacturers, and 
do not allow light to be 
emitted above the fixture 
and the fixture reduces 
glare by limiting the light 
output to less than ten 
percent at and below ten 
degrees below the 
horizontal.  

   - FWC 

  FWC means the Florida 
Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission 
or successor agency.  

  "FWC." Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation 
Commission or successor 
agency.  

      

   - FWC Approved Marine  
      Turtle Fixtures & 
Bulbs 

      "FWC approved marine 
turtle fixtures and bulbs." 
Fixtures and bulbs that 
have  been reviewed 
through the Wildlife Lighting 
Certification Process and 
approved by FWC for 
marine turtle lighting use, or 
similar fixtures and bulbs 
that meet the same lighting 
standards for marine turtle 
lighting use.   

      

   - FWS 

  FWS means the United 
States Fish and Wildlife 
Service or successor 
agency. 

  "FWS." United States Fish 
and Wildlife Service or 
successor agency. 
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  Definitions Sarasota County City of Venice Longboat Key (Current) Longboat Key (Proposed) City of Anna Maria City of Bradenton Beach City of Holmes Beach 

   - Ground-Level Barrier 

Ground-Level Barrier: Any 
vegetation, natural feature 
or artificial structure rising 
from the ground that 
prevents beachfront lighting 
from shining directly onto 
the Beach or Dunes. 

Ground level barrier means 
any vegetation, natural 
feature or artificial structure 
rising from the ground 
which prevents beachfront 
lighting from shining directly 
onto the beach or dunes. 

  "Ground-level barrier." Any 
vegetation, natural feature 
or artificial structure rising 
from the ground that 
prevents artificial light from 
directly, indirectly or 
cumulatively illuminating 
any of the beach.  

Ground level barrier: Any 
vegetation, natural feature 
or artificial structure rising 
from the ground that 
prevents beachfront lighting 
from shining directly onto 
the beach or dunes. 

Ground level barrier: Any 
vegetation, natural feature 
or artificial structure rising 
from the ground that 
prevents beachfront lighting 
from shining directly onto 
the beach or dunes. 

  

   - Hatchling 

Hatchling: Any species of 
Marine Turtle, within or 
outside of a Nest, that has 
recently hatched from an 
egg. 

Hatchling means any 
species of marine turtle, 
within or outside of a nest, 
that has recently hatched 
from an egg. 

  "Hatchling." Any species of 
marine turtle, within or 
outside of a nest, that has 
recently hatched from an 
egg.  

Hatchling: Any species of 
marine turtle, within or 
outside of a nest, that has 
recently hatched from an 
egg. 

Hatchling: Any species of 
marine turtle, within or 
outside of a nest, that has 
recently hatched from an 
egg. 

  

   -  Illuminated 

  Illuminated means exposed 
to light from an artificial light 
source that does not meet 
the approved specification 
of this article in a way that 
produces brightness visible 
from the beach. 

  "Illuminated" Exposed to 
light from an artificial light 
source that does not meet 
the approved specification 
of this chapter in a way that 
produces a detectable 
brightness visible from any 
portion of the beach. 

    Illuminate means that more 
than zero footcandle of 
artificial light can be 
measured at any location. 

   - Indirectly Illuminated 

Indirectly Illuminated: 
Illuminated as a result of 
the glowing element(s), 
lamp(s), globe(s), or 
reflector(s) or any Artificial 
Light source which is not 
visible to an observer on 
the Beach. 

Indirectly illuminated means 
illuminated as a result of 
the glowing element(s), 
lamp(s), globe(s) or 
reflector(s) of an artificial 
light source which is not 
visible from the beach. 

  "Indirectly illuminated." 
Illumination of any portion 
of the beach as a result of 
an artificial light source in 
which the artificial light 
source is not directly visible 
from any portion of the 
beach.  

Indirectly illuminated: 
Illuminated as a result of 
the glowing element(s), 
lamp(s), glove(s) or 
reflector(s) or any artificial 
light source which is not 
visible to an observer on 
the beach. 

Indirectly illuminated: 
Illuminated as a result of 
the glowing element(s), 
lamp(s), glove(s), or 
reflector(s) or any artificial 
light source which is not 
visible to an observer on 
the beach. 

Indirectly means 
illumination as a result of an 
artificial light source when 
the artificial light source is 
not visible by an observer 
located beyond the most 
seaward dune but the 
lumen output is reaching 
the beach. 

   - Inspector 

Inspector: An Inspector 
from Sarasota County, 
unless a municipality has 
entered into an agreement 
with Sarasota County to 
perform inspections 
required pursuant to this 
article. 

Inspector means a 
designated city employee 
or an inspector that has 
been designated through 
an agreement with another 
entity to perform 
inspections required 
pursuant to this article. 

    Inspector: A code 
enforcement officer, 
inspector or police officer 
from the City of Anna 
Maria. 

Inspector: A code 
enforcement officer, 
inspector or police officer 
from the City of Bradenton 
Beach. 

  

   - Light Emitting Diode  
      (LED) 

  Light emitting diode (LED) 
means miniature lamps that 
emit pure red or amber light 
that do not vary in color 
over the life of the lamp. 
These lamps may be used 
in multiples to form strips of 
small lamps within a light 
fixture. 
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  Definitions Sarasota County City of Venice Longboat Key (Current) Longboat Key (Proposed) City of Anna Maria City of Bradenton Beach City of Holmes Beach 

   - Light Fixture 

  Light fixture means the 
structural mechanism 
which, or within which, the 
point source of light is 
attached.  

  "Light fixture." The 
mechanism which, or within 
which, sources of artificial 
light are attached.  

      

   - Long Wavelength 

            Long wavelength means a 
luminaire emitting light 
wavelength of 560 
nanometers or greater. 

- Low-Pressure Sodium  
      Luminaire (LPS) 

Low-Pressure Sodium 
Luminaire (LPS): An 
electric discharge lamp, 
containing sodium, neon, 
and argon, that when 
illuminated appears amber-
yellow. 

Low-pressure sodium (LPS) 
luminaire means an electric 
discharge lamp, containing 
sodium, neon and argon 
that when illuminated 
appears amber-yellow. 

          

   - Low-Profile Luminaire 

Low-Profile Luminaire: A 
light fixture set on a base 
which raises the source of 
light no higher than 24 
inches above the ground, 
and is designed in such a 
way that light is directed 
downward from a hooded 
light source. 

Low-profile luminaire 
means a light fixture set on 
a base which raises the 
source of the light no higher 
than 48 inches off the 
ground and designed in 
such a way that light is 
directed downward from a 
hooded light source. 

"Low profile luminaire." 
Light fixture set on a base 
which raises the source of 
the light no higher than 48 
inches off the ground, and 
designed in such a way that 
light is directed downward 
from a hooded light source.  

"Low-profile luminaries." 
Light fixture set on a base 
which raises the source of 
the light no higher than 48 
inches off the ground, and 
designed in such a way that 
light is downward-direct 
from a hooded light source.  

Low profile luminaire: A 
light fixture set on a base 
which raises the source of 
light no higher than 24 
inches above the ground, 
and is designed in such a 
way that light is directed 
downward from a hooded 
light source. 

Low-profile luminaire: A 
light fixture set on a base 
which raises the source of 
light no higher than 24 
inches above the ground, 
and is designed in such a 
way that light is directed 
downward from a hooded 
light source. 

  

   - Low-Wattage 
  Low wattage means no 

greater than 25 watt 
incandescence.  

          

   - Luminaire 

  Luminaire means a 
complete lighting system, 
including a lamp or lamps 
and a fixture. 

          

   - Marine Turtle 

Marine Turtle: Any marine-
dwelling reptile of the 
families Cheloniidae or 
Dermochelyidae found in 
Florida waters and using 
the Beach as nesting 
habitat, including the 
species: Caretta 
(loggerhead), Chelonia 
mydas (green), 
Dermochelys coriacea 
(leatherback), 
Eretmochelys imbricata 
(hawksbill), and 
Lepidochelys kempi 
(Kemp's Ripley). For 
purposes of this article, 
"Marine Turtle" is 
synonymous with "sea 

Marine turtle means any 
marine-dwelling reptile of 
the families Cheloniidae or 
Dermochelyidae found in 
Florida waters or using the 
beach as nesting habitat, 
including the species: 
Caretta caretta 
(loggerhead), Chelonia 
mydas (green), 
Dermochelys coriacea 
(leatherback), 
Eretmochelys imbricata 
(hawksbill), and 
Lepidochelys kempii 
(Kemp's ridley). For 
purposes of this article, 
marine turtle is 
synonymous with sea turtle. 

  "Marine turtle." Any marine-
dwelling reptile of the 
families Cheloniidae or 
Dermochelyidae found in 
Florida waters or using any 
portion of the beach as 
nesting habitat, including, 
but not limited to, the 
species: Caretta caretta 
(loggerhead), Chelonia 
mydas (green), 
Dermochelys coriacea 
(leatherback), 
Eretmochelys imbricata 
(hawksbill), and 
Lepidochelys kempii 
(Kemp's ridley). For 
purposes of this chapter, 
marine turtle is 

Marine turtle: Any marine 
dwelling reptile of the 
families Cheloniidae or 
Dermochelyidae found in 
Florida waters and using 
the beach as nesting 
habitat including the 
species; Caretta caretta 
caretta (loggerhead), 
Chelonia mydas mydas 
(green) Dermochelys 
coriacea (leatherback), 
Eretmochelys imbricata 
(hawksbill), and 
Lepidochelys kempii 
(Kemp's Ridley). For 
purposes of this article, 
marine turtle is 
synonymous with sea turtle. 

Marine turtle: Any marine-
dwelling reptile of the 
families Cheloniidae or 
Dermochelyidae found in 
Florida waters and using 
the beach as nesting 
habitat including the 
species; Caretta caretta 
(loggerhead), Chelonia 
mydae (green), 
Dermochelys coriacea 
(leatherback), 
Eretmochelys imbricata 
(hawksbill), and 
Lepidochelys kempi 
(Kemp's Ripley). For 
purposes of this article, 
marine turtle is 
synonymous with sea turtle. 
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turtle." synonymous with sea turtle.  

  Definitions Sarasota County City of Venice Longboat Key (Current) Longboat Key (Proposed) City of Anna Maria City of Bradenton Beach City of Holmes Beach 

   - Motorized Vehicle 

  Motorized vehicle means, 
but is not limited to, any 
self-propelled, wheeled, 
tracked or belted 
conveyance. 

          

   - Nest 

Nest: An area where 
Marine Turtle eggs have 
been naturally deposited or 
subsequently relocated. 

Nest means an area where 
marine turtle eggs have 
been naturally deposited or 
subsequently relocated. 

  "Nest." An area where 
marine turtle eggs have 
been naturally deposited or 
subsequently relocated.  

Nest: All areas where 
marine turtle eggs have 
been naturally deposited or 
subsequently relocated. 

Nest: All areas where 
marine turtle eggs have 
been naturally deposited or 
subsequently relocated. 

  

   - Nesting Season 

Nesting Season: The period 
from May 1 to October 31 
of each year. 

Nesting season means the 
period from May 1 through 
October 31 of each year. 

  "Nesting season." The 
period from May 1 through 
October 31 of each year, or 
as amended by FDEP, 
FWC, FWS or appropriate 
agency. 

Nesting season: The period 
from May 1 to October 31 
of each year. 

Nesting season: The period 
from May 1 to October 31 
of each year. 

Nesting season means the 
period from May 1 through 
October 31 of each year for 
all counties except Brevard, 
Indian River, St. Lucie, 
Martin, Palm Beach and 
Broward. Nesting season 
for Brevard, Indian River, 
St. Lucie, Martin, Palm 
Beach and Broward 
counties means the period 
from March 1 through 
October 31 of each year 
(due to the earlier nesting 
times for Leatherback Sea 
Turtles in these counties).  

   - New Development 

New Development: New 
construction and 
remodeling of existing 
structures when such 
remodeling includes 
alteration of exterior 
lighting. 

New development includes 
new construction and 
remodeling of existing 
structures when such 
remodeling includes the 
alteration of exterior lighting 
or the repair or replacement 
of any glass or glazing. 

"New development." Shall 
include new construction 
and remodeling of existing 
structures when such 
remodeling includes 
alteration of exterior 
lighting.  

"New development." 
Includes new construction 
and remodeling of existing 
structures when such 
remodeling includes 
alteration of exterior lighting 
or replacement of any glass 
or glazing.  

New development: New 
construction and 
remodeling of existing 
structures when such 
remodeling includes 
alteration of exterior 
lighting. 

New development: New 
construction and 
remodeling of existing 
structures when such 
remodeling includes 
alteration of exterior 
lighting. 

  

   - Nighttime 

  Nighttime means the locally 
effective time period 
between sunset and 
sunrise. 

  "Nighttime." The locally 
effective time period 
between sunset and 
sunrise.  

    Nighttime means the locally 
effective time period 
between sunset and 
sunrise. 
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   - Official Traffic Control  
      Device 

      "Official traffic control 
device." All signs, signals, 
markings, and devices 
placed or erected by 
authority of a public body or 
official having jurisdiction 
for the purpose of 
regulating, warning, or 
guiding vehicular or 
pedestrian traffic. 
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  Definitions Sarasota County City of Venice Longboat Key (Current) Longboat Key (Proposed) City of Anna Maria City of Bradenton Beach City of Holmes Beach 

   - Official Traffic Control  
      Signal 

      "Official traffic control 
signal." Any device, 
whether manually, 
electrically, or mechanically 
operated, by which 
vehicular or pedestrian 
traffic is alternately directed 
to stop and permitted to 
proceed. 

      

   - Outdoor Area 

            Outdoor area means any 
portion of a property that 
could have an artificial light 
source not attached to a 
permanent structure and is 
not primarily lighting a 
parking area or roadway. 

   - Outdoor Lighting 

  Outdoor lighting means the 
nighttime illumination of an 
outside area or object by 
any fixed luminaire. Vehicle 
lights and flashlights are not 
included in this definition. 

          

   - Person 

Person: Any individual, firm, 
association, joint venture, 
partnership, estate, trust, 
syndicate, fiduciary, 
corporation, group, unit of 
federal, State, County, or 
municipal government, and 
all other groups or 
combinations thereof. 

Person means any 
individual, firm, association, 
joint venture, partnership, 
estate, trust, syndicate, 
fiduciary, corporation and 
all other groups or 
combinations. 

"Person." Any individual, 
firm, association, joint 
venture, partnership, 
estate, trust, syndicate, 
fiduciary, corporation, 
group, or unit or federal, 
state, county or municipal 
government.  

"Person." Any individual, 
firm, association, joint 
venture, partnership, 
estate, trust, syndicate, 
fiduciary, corporation, 
group, or unit or federal, 
state, county or municipal 
government.  

Person: Any individual, firm, 
association, joint venture, 
partnership, estate, trust, 
syndicate, fiduciary, 
corporation, group, unit of 
federal, state, county, or 
municipal government, and 
all other groups or 
combinations thereof. 

Person: Any individual, firm, 
association, joint venture, 
partnership, estate, trust, 
syndicate, fiduciary, 
corporation, group, unit of 
federal, state, county, or 
municipal government, and 
all other groups or 
combinations thereof. 

  

   - Point Source of Light 

  Point source of light means 
the actual light source such 
as the bulb, fluorescent 
tube, lamp, etc., from which 
light emanates. 

  "Point source." Any bulb, 
lamp, or glowing elements 
of a light fixture from which 
artificial light is emitted. 

      

   - Pole Lighting 

Pole Lighting: A light fixture 
set on a base or pole which 
raises the source of the 
light higher than 24 inches 
off the ground. 

Pole lighting means a light 
fixture set on a base or pole 
which raises the source of 
the light higher than 48 
inches off the ground. 

"Pole lighting." Light fixture 
set on a base or pole which 
raises the source of the 
light higher than 48 inches 
off the ground.  

"Pole lighting." Light fixture 
set on a base or pole which 
raises the source of the 
light higher than 48 inches 
off the ground.  

  Pole lighting: A light fixture 
set on a base or pole which 
raises the source of the 
light higher than 24 inches 
off the ground. 

  

   - Portable Recreational 
      Equipment 

      "Portable recreational 
equipment." Any human-
made object with a location 
or arrangement that is 
temporary or transient in 
nature. Portable 
recreational equipment 
shall include, but are not 
limited to, inflatable 
recreational equipment, 
grills, volleyball nets, fishing 
equipment, or vessels. 
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  Definitions Sarasota County City of Venice Longboat Key (Current) Longboat Key (Proposed) City of Anna Maria City of Bradenton Beach City of Holmes Beach 

   - Primary Dune 

Primary Dune: The most 
seaward Dune with 
sufficient alongshore 
continuity which has 
sufficient height and 
configuration or vegetation 
to offer protective value. 

      Primary dune: The most 
seaward dune with 
sufficient along shore 
continuity which has 
sufficient height and 
configuration or vegetation 
to offer protective value. 

Primary dune: The most 
seaward dune with 
sufficient alongshore 
continuity which has 
sufficient height and 
configuration or vegetation 
to offer protective value. 

  

   - Publicly Owned 
Lighting 

Publicly Owned Lighting: 
Lighting installed by a 
public or private entity 
which is owned by, or 
rented or leased to, a 
governmental agency, or 
lighting installed on public 
property. 

      Publicly owned lighting: 
Lighting installed by a 
public or private entity 
which is owned by, or 
rented or tested to a 
governmental agency, or 
lighting installed on public 
property. 

Publicly-owned lighting: 
Lighting installed by a 
public or private entity 
which is owned by, or 
rented or tested to a 
governmental agency, or 
lighting installed on public 
property. 

  

   - Red Light-Emitting  
      Diodes (LED) 

Red Light-Emitting Diodes 
(LED): Miniature lamps that 
emit pure red light that does 
not vary in color over the 
life of the lamp. These 
lamps may be used in 
multiples to form strips of 
small lamps within a light 
fixture. 

      Red light emitting diodes 
(LED): Miniature lamps that 
emit pure red light that does 
not vary in color over the 
life of the lamp. These 
lamps may be used in 
multiples to form strips of 
small lamps within a light 
fixture. 

Red light-emitting diodes 
(LED): Miniature lamps that 
emit pure red light that does 
not vary in color over the 
life of the lamp. These 
lamps may be used in 
multiples to form strips of 
small lamps within a light 
fixture. 

  

   - Sea Turtle 

            Sea turtle means any turtle, 
including all life stages from 
egg to adult, of the species: 
Green (Chelonia mydas), 
Leatherback (Dermochelys 
coriacea), Loggerhead 
(Caretta caretta), Hawksbill 
(Eretmochelys imbricate) 
and Kemp's Ridley 
(Lepidochelys kempi). 

   - Shield 

Shield: A nonreflective 
covering, canopy or other 
such device fitted over and 
extended below a light 
source preventing light from 
illuminating the Beach. 

Shield means a 
nonreflective covering, 
canopy or other such 
device fitted over, around 
and extended below a light 
source preventing light from 
illuminating the beach. 

  "Shield." A covering, hood 
or canopy or other such 
device with a non-reflective 
interior, which is fitted over, 
around and extended below 
an  artificial light source, 
preventing light from 
illuminating the beach.  

Shield: A non-reflective 
covering, canopy or other 
such device fitted over and 
extended below a light 
source preventing light from 
illuminating the beach. 

Shield: A nonreflective 
covering, canopy or other 
such device fitted over and 
extended below a light 
source preventing light from 
illuminating the beach. 

  

   - Shielded 

  Shielded means fitted with 
a nonreflective opaque 
hood, or other covering or 
device, which prevents the 
light fixture and luminaire 
from producing direct or 
indirect illumination visible 
from the beach. 

  "Shielded." Fitted with a 
shield.  
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   - Spotlight 

      "Spotlight." Light fixture 
designed to project a 
narrow, intense beam of 
artificial light in a specific 
direction. 

      

   - Temporary Structure 

Temporary Structure: Any 
human-made structure or 
object with a location or 
arrangement that is 
temporary or transient in 
nature. 

Temporary structure means 
any manmade structure or 
object with a location or 
arrangement that is 
temporary or transient in 
nature. 

  "Temporary structures." 
Any human-made structure 
or objects with a location or 
arrangement that is 
temporary or transient in 
nature. Temporary 
structures and objects shall 
include, but are not limited 
to, tents, canopies, chairs, 
tables, umbrellas, and 
cabanas. 

      

    Tinted or Filmed Glass 

Tinted or Filmed Glass: Any 
glass treated to achieve an 
industry-approved inside-to-
outside light transmittance 
value of 45 percent or less. 
Such transmittance is 
limited to the visible 
spectrum (400-700 
nanometers) and is 
measured as the 
percentage of light that is 
transmitted through the 
glass. 

Tinted or filmed glass 
means any glass treated to 
achieve an industry-
approved, inside-to-outside 
light transmittance value of 
45 percent or less. Such 
transmittance is limited to 
the visible spectrum (400 to 
700 nanometers) and is 
measured as the 
percentage of light that is 
transmitted through the 
glass. 

  "Tinted or filmed glass." 
Any glass or glazing treated 
to achieve an industry-
approved, inside-to-outside 
light transmittance value of 
45 percent or less. Such 
transmittance is limited to 
the visible spectrum (400 to 
700 nanometers) and is 
measured as the 
percentage of light that is 
transmitted through the 
glass. 

Tinted or filmed glass: Any 
glass treated to achieve an 
industry approved inside to 
outside light transmittance 
value to 45 percent or less. 
Such transmittance is 
limited to the visible 
spectrum (400-700 
nanometers) and is 
measured as the 
percentage of light that is 
transmitted through the 
glass. 

Tinted or filmed glass: Any 
glass treated to achieve an 
industry-approved inside-to-
outside light transmittance 
value of 45 percent or less. 
Such transmittance is 
limited to the visible 
spectrum (400—700 
nanometers) and is 
measured as the 
percentage of light that is 
transmitted through the 
glass. 

  

   - True Neon 

True Neon: A tubular lamp 
containing neon gas that 
emits pure red light. Not to 
be confused with tubular 
fluorescent lamps, which 
may appear as various 
colors. 

True red neon means a 
tubular lamp containing 
neon gas that emits pure 
red light. True red neon 
does not include tubular 
fluorescent lamps, which 
may appear as various 
colors. 

    True neon: A tubular lamp 
containing neon gas that 
emits pure red light. Not to 
be confused with tubular 
fluorescent lamps which 
may appear as various 
colors. 

True neon: A tubular lamp 
containing neon gas that 
emits pure red light. Not to 
be confused with tubular 
fluorescent lamps which 
may appear as various 
colors. 

  

   - Uplight 
      "Uplight." Light fixture 

designed to cast artificial 
light upward. 

      

   - Visible from the Beach 

  Visible from the beach 
means visible to a person 
standing on the beach. 

  "Visible from the beach." 
Visible to a person standing 
on any portion of the beach.  
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New Development, coastal 
construction, and building 
and electrical plans for 
construction of any 
structure shall be in 
compliance with the 
following, if the proposed 
development is waterward 
of the Coastal Construction 
Control Line (CCCL), or if 
the development creates 
any light sources that will 
be visible from the Beach. 
Provisions of this section 
apply but are not limited to 
all new coastal construction 
and development, including 
electrical plans associated 
with parking lots, Dune 
walkovers, or other outdoor 
lighting for real property. 
  
(1) Exterior Artificial Light 
fixtures shall be designed 
and positioned so that: 
 
a. The point source of light 
or any reflective surface of 
the light fixture is not 
directly visible from the 
Beach;  
 
b. Areas seaward of the 
Primary Dune, or the Beach 
in areas where the Primary 
Dune no longer exists, are 
not Directly or Indirectly 
Illuminated; and  
 
c. Areas seaward of the 
Primary Dune, or the Beach 
in areas where the Primary 
Dune no longer exists, are 
not Cumulatively 
Illuminated.  
 
(2) Exterior Artificial Light 
fixtures within direct line of 
sight of the Beach are 
allowed if:  
 
a. Exterior lights are 
completely shielded 
downlight-only fixtures or 
recessed fixtures with 
nonreflective interior 
surfaces. These fixtures 

In order to provide the 
highest level of protection 
for nesting marine turtles 
and their hatchlings, the 
following standards are 
adopted for artificial light 
sources on all new coastal 
construction: 
  
(1) Exterior artificial light 
fixtures shall be designed 
and positioned so that: 
 
a. The point source of light 
or any reflective surface of 
the light fixture is not 
directly visible from the 
beach.  
 
b. Areas seaward of the 
frontal dune are not directly, 
indirectly or cumulatively 
illuminated. 
 
(2) Exterior artificial light 
fixtures within direct line-of-
sight of the beach are 
considered appropriately 
designed if:  
 
a. Completely shielded 
downlight-only fixtures or 
recessed fixtures having 
low wattage bulbs and 
nonreflective interior 
surfaces are used. These 
fixtures must have LPS, 
LED or true red neon light 
sources. Other fixtures that 
have appropriate shields, 
louvers, or cut-off features 
may also be used if they 
are in compliance with 
subsection (1)a. and b., 
above or approved by 
FWC; and  
 
b. All fixtures are mounted 
as low in elevation as 
possible through use of 
low-mounted wall fixtures, 
step lights, low bollards, 
low-profile luminaires and 
ground level fixtures.  
 
(3) Floodlights, up-lights or 
spotlights for decorative, 

It is the policy of the town 
commission that no artificial 
light illuminate any area of 
the gulf beaches of the 
town. To meet this intent, 
building and electrical plans 
for construction of single-
family or multifamily 
dwellings, commercial or 
other structures, including 
electrical plans associated 
with parking lots, dune 
walkovers or other outdoor 
lighting for real property if 
lighting associated with 
such construction or 
development can be seen 
from the beach, shall be in 
compliance with the 
following:  
 
(A) Direct illumination of the 
beach shall be prohibited. 
Wall-mounted light fixtures 
shall be fitted with hoods so 
that no light illuminates the 
beach.  
 
(B) Pole lighting shall be 
shielded in such a way that 
light will be contained within 
an arc of three to 73 
degrees on the seaward 
side of the pole. Outdoor 
lighting shall be held to the 
minimum necessary for 
security and convenience.  
 
(C) Low-profile luminaries 
shall be used in parking 
lots, and such lighting shall 
be positioned so that no 
light illuminates the beach.  
 
(D) Dune crosswalks shall 
utilize low-profile shielded 
luminaries. 
 
(E) Lights on balconies 
shall be fitted with hoods or 
shades so that lights will 
not illuminate the beach.  
 
(F) Temporary security 
lights at construction sites 
shall not be mounted more 
than 15 feet above the 

In order to provide 
protection for nesting 
marine turtles and their 
hatchlings during marine 
turtle nesting season, the 
following standards are 
adopted for artificial light 
sources on all new 
development, coastal 
construction activities, and 
building and electrical plans 
for construction of any 
structure and shall be in 
compliance with the 
following, if the proposed 
development is waterward 
of the Coastal Construction 
Control Line (CCCL), or if 
the development creates 
any artificial light sources 
that will be visible from the 
beach.  Provisions of this 
section apply, but are not 
limited to, all new coastal 
construction activities and 
development, including 
electrical plans associated 
with parking lots, dune 
walkovers, or other outdoor 
lighting for real property: 
 
(1) Exterior artificial light 
fixtures shall be designed 
and positioned so that: 
 
a. The point source of 
artificial light or any 
reflective interior surface of 
the light fixture is not 
directly visible from the 
beach; and 
 
b. Areas seaward of the 
frontal dune, or the beach 
in areas where the frontal 
dune no longer exists, are 
not directly, indirectly, or 
cumulatively illuminated.  
 
(2) Exterior artificial light 
fixtures within direct line of 
sight of the beach are 
permitted if lights are 
completely shielded 
downlight-direct fixtures 
with non-reflective interior 
surfaces or completely 

New development, coastal 
construction and building 
and electrical plans for 
construction of any 
structure shall be in 
compliance with the 
following, if the proposed 
development is waterward 
of the coastal construction 
control line (CCCL), or if the 
development creates any 
light sources that will be 
visible from the beach. 
Provisions of this section 
apply, but are not limited to 
all new coastal construction 
and development, including 
electrical plans associated 
with parking lots, dune 
walkovers, or other outdoor 
lighting for real property. 
  
(1) Exterior artificial light 
fixtures shall be designed 
and positioned so that: 
 
a. The point source of light 
or any reflective surface of 
the light fixture is not 
directly visible from the 
beach; and  
 
b. Areas seaward of the 
primary dune, or the beach 
in areas where the primary 
dune no longer exists are 
not directly or indirectly 
illuminated; and,  
 
c. Areas seaward of the 
primary dune, or the beach 
in areas where the primary 
dunes no longer exists are 
not cumulatively 
illuminated.  
 
(2) Exterior artificial light 
fixtures within direct line of 
sight of the beach are 
allowed if:  
 
a. Exterior lights are 
completely shielded down 
light only fixtures or 
recessed fixtures with non-
reflective interior surfaces. 
These fixtures must have 

New development, coastal 
construction and building 
and electrical plans for 
construction of any 
structure shall be in 
compliance with the 
following, if the proposed 
development is waterward 
of the Coastal Construction 
Control Line (CCCL), or if 
the development creates 
any light sources that will 
be visible from the beach. 
Provisions of this section 
apply, but are not limited to 
all new coastal construction 
and development, including 
electrical plans associated 
with parking lots, dune 
walkovers, or other outdoor 
fighting for real property. 
  
(a) Exterior artificial light 
fixtures shall be designed 
and positioned so that: 
 
(1) The point source of light 
or any reflective surface of 
the light fixture is not 
directly visible from the 
beach;  
 
(2) Areas seaward of the 
primary dune, or the beach 
in areas where the primary 
dune no longer exists are 
not directly or indirectly 
illuminated; and,  
 
(3) Areas seaward of the 
primary dune, or the beach 
in areas where the primary 
dunes no longer exists are 
not cumulatively 
illuminated.  
 
(b) Exterior artificial light 
fixtures within direct line-of-
sight of the beach are 
allowed if:  
 
(1) Exterior lights are 
completely shielded down 
light-only fixtures or 
recessed fixtures with 
nonreflective interior 
surfaces. These fixtures 
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must have low wattage (i.e., 
25 watts or less) Bug Type 
Bulbs, low pressure sodium 
vapor (LPS) bulbs, Red 
Light-Emitting Diodes (LED) 
or True Neon light sources. 
Other fixtures that have 
light-blocking Shields, 
louvers, or cutoff features 
may also be used if they 
are in compliance with 
subsection  
 
(1) of this section; and  
 
b. All fixtures are mounted 
as low in elevation as 
possible through use of 
low-mounted wall fixtures, 
low bollards, and ground-
level fixtures.  
 
(3) Floodlights, uplights or 
spotlights that are directly 
visible from the Beach, or 
which indirectly or 
cumulatively illuminate the 
Beach, are prohibited.  
 
(4) The use of motion 
detector switches that keep 
lights off except when 
approached and that switch 
lights on for the minimum 
duration possible are 
required for any exterior 
lights used expressly for 
safety or security.  
 
(5) Dune crosswalks may 
be lighted. If lighted, Dune 
crosswalks shall utilize low-
profile shielded luminaries 
directed and positioned so 
that the point source of light 
or any reflective surface of 
the light fixture is not 
directly visible to a Person 
on the Beach. All light 
fixtures on Dune 
crosswalks must utilize low 
wattage (i.e., 25 watts or 
less) Bug Type Bulbs, low-
pressure sodium vapor 
(LPS) bulbs, Red Light-
Emitting Diodes (LED) or 
True Neon light sources. 

recreational and accent 
purposes that are directly or 
indirectly visible from the 
beach, or which directly, 
indirectly or cumulatively 
illuminate the beach, are 
prohibited.  
 
(4) Exterior lights used 
expressly for safety or 
security purposes shall be 
limited to the minimum 
number and configuration 
required to achieve their 
functional role(s). The use 
of motion detector switches 
that keep lights off except 
when approached and that 
switch lights on for the 
minimum duration possible 
are required for any exterior 
lights used expressly for 
safety or security. Lights 
incorporating motion 
detector switches shall be 
downward directed, 
shielded and utilize low 
wattage LPS, LED or true 
red neon light sources.  
 
(5) Dune crosswalks may 
be lighted. If lighted, dune 
crosswalks shall utilize low-
profile shielded luminaires 
directed and positioned so 
that the point source of light 
or any reflective surface of 
the light fixture is not 
directly visible from the 
beach. All light fixtures on 
dune crosswalks must 
utilize low wattage LPS, 
LED or true red neon light 
sources. Dune crosswalk 
lighting seaward of the 
frontal dune, or on beach 
areas where the frontal 
dune no longer exists, shall 
be turned off during nesting 
season.  
 
(6) Parking areas within 
direct line-of-sight of the 
beach shall be designed 
with the minimum lighting 
necessary to provide safety 
and security and lighting 

ground. Illumination from 
the lights shall not spread 
beyond the boundary of the 
property being developed, 
and in no case shall those 
lights illuminate the beach.  

recessed fixtures with non-
reflective interior surfaces. 
These fixtures shall utilize 
FWC approved marine 
turtle fixtures and bulbs 
during marine turtle nesting 
season and shall be in 
compliance with subsection 
(1) of this section.  
 
(3) Floodlights, uplights, 
spotlights, or decorative 
lighting in which the point 
source of artificial light or 
any reflective interior 
surface of the light fixture is 
directly visible from the 
beach, or which directly, 
indirectly, or cumulatively 
illuminate the beach are 
prohibited. All light fixtures 
on floodlights, uplights, 
spotlights, or decorative 
lighting shall utilize FWC 
approved marine turtle 
bulbs during marine turtle 
nesting season. 
 
(4) The use of motion 
detector switches that keep 
lights off except when 
approached and that switch 
lights on for the minimum 
duration possible according 
to the device are required 
for any exterior lights used 
expressly for safety or 
security.  
 
(5) Dune crosswalks may 
be lighted. If lighted, dune 
crosswalks shall utilize low-
profile, completely shielded 
luminaries, with non-
reflective interior surfaces 
directed and positioned so 
that the point source of 
artificial light or any 
reflective interior surface of 
the light fixture is not 
directly visible from the 
beach. All light fixtures on 
dune crosswalks shall 
utilize FWC approved 
marine turtle fixtures and 
bulbs during marine turtle 
nesting season. Dune 

low wattage (i.e. 25 watts or 
less) bug type bulbs, red 
light emitting diodes (LED) 
or true neon light sources. 
Other fixtures that have 
light blocking shields, 
louvers, or cutoff features 
may also be used if they 
are in compliance with 
subsection (A) above; and,  
 
b. All fixtures are mounted 
as low in elevation as 
possible through use of low 
mounted wall fixtures, low 
bollards, and ground level 
fixtures.  
 
(3) Floodlights, up lights or 
spotlights that are directly 
visible from the beach, or 
which indirectly or 
cumulatively illuminate the 
beach, are prohibited.  
 
(4) The use of motion 
detector switches that keep 
lights off except when 
approached and that switch 
lights on for the minimum 
duration possible are 
required for any exterior 
lights used expressly for 
safety or security.  
 
(5) Temporary lighting of 
construction sites during 
the marine turtle nesting 
season shall be restricted 
to the minimal amount 
necessary and shall 
incorporate all of the 
standards of this section. 
Said lighting shall not be 
mounted more than eight 
(8) feet above the ground.  
 
(6) In parking areas within 
direct line of sight of the 
beach all lighting shall be: 
 
a. Set on a low profile 
luminaire, and 
 
b. Positioned or shielded so 
that the light is case 
downward and the source 

must have low wattage (i.e., 
25 watts or less) "bug" type 
bulbs, red light emitting 
diodes (LSD) or true neon 
light sources. Other fixtures 
that have light blocking 
shields, louvers, or cutoff 
features may also be used 
if they are in compliance 
with subsection (a) above; 
and  
 
(2) All fixtures are mounted 
as low in elevation as 
possible through use of 
low-mounted wall fixtures, 
low bollards, and ground 
level fixtures.  
 
(c) Floodlights, up lights or 
spotlights that are directly 
visible from the beach, or 
which indirectly or 
cumulatively illuminate the 
beach, are prohibited.  
 
(d) The use of motion 
detector switches that keep 
lights off except when 
approached and that switch 
lights on for the minimum 
duration possible are 
required for any exterior 
lights used expressly for 
safety or security.  
 
(e) Temporary lighting of 
construction sites during 
the marine turtle nesting 
season shall be restricted 
to the minimal amount 
necessary and shall 
incorporate all of the 
standards of this section. 
Said lighting shall not be 
mounted more than eight 
feet above the ground.  
 
(f) In parking areas within 
direct line-of-sight of the 
beach all lighting shall be: 
 
(1) Set on a low-profile 
luminaire, and 
 
(2) Positioned or shielded 
so that the light is cast 
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Dune crosswalk lighting 
seaward of the Primary 
Dune, or on the Beach in 
areas where the Primary 
Dune no longer exists, shall 
not be used.  
 
(6) In parking areas within 
direct line of sight of the 
Beach all lighting shall be: 
 
a. Set on a Low-Profile 
Luminaire; and 
 
b. Positioned or shielded so 
that the light is cast 
downward and the source 
of light or any reflective 
surface of the light fixture is 
not visible from the Beach 
and does not directly, 
indirectly or cumulatively 
illuminate the Beach.  
 
(7) Except for single-family 
residences, all newly 
constructed parking areas 
and driveways, including 
any paved or unpaved 
areas upon which 
motorized vehicles will park 
or operate, shall be 
designed and located to 
prevent vehicular 
headlights from directly or 
indirectly illuminating the 
Beach.  
 
(8) Vehicular lighting, 
parking area lighting, and 
roadway lighting shall be 
shielded from the Beach 
through the use of Ground-
Level Barriers. Ground-
Level Barriers must not 
impede or entangle Marine 
Turtles or Hatchlings, or 
cause short- or long-term 
damage to the Beach/Dune 
system.  
 
(9) Tinted Glass shall be 
installed on all windows and 
doors of single- or multi-
story structures within direct 
line of sight of the Beach. 
Tint or film must meet the 

shall be:  
 
a. Downward directed, 
shielded and utilize low 
wattage LPS, LED or true 
red neon light sources; and  
 
b. Utilize low-profile 
luminaires and bollards to 
the maximum extent 
possible. Any pole lights 
determined to be necessary 
to provide safety and 
security shall be fully 
shielded and installed at a 
maximum height of 15 feet 
in travel ways and 12 feet in 
other areas; or  
 
c. Included in a lighting plan 
approved by FWC to 
minimize the impacts to 
nesting marine turtles.  
 
(7) Parking areas and 
roadways, including any 
paved or unpaved areas 
upon which motorized 
vehicles will park or 
operate, shall be designed 
and located to prevent 
vehicular headlights from 
directly or indirectly 
illuminating the beach.  
 
(8) Vehicular lighting, 
parking area lighting, and 
roadway lighting shall be 
cut-off, downward shielded 
from the beach through the 
use of ground level barriers. 
Ground level barriers must 
not interfere with marine 
turtle nesting or hatchling 
emergence, or cause short- 
or long-term damage to the 
beach/dune system.  
 
(9) Tinted or filmed glass 
shall be installed on all 
windows and glass doors of 
single or multistory 
structures within line-of-
sight of the beach.  
 
(10) Use of appropriately 
shielded low LPS, LED 

crosswalk lighting seaward 
of the frontal dune, or on 
the beach in areas where 
the frontal dune no longer 
exists, shall be prohibited. 
 
(6) Parking areas within 
direct line-of-sight of the 
beach shall be designed 
with the minimum lighting 
necessary to provide safety 
and security and lighting 
shall be: 
 
a.  Downward-direct and 
completely shielded;  
 
b.  Utilize low-profile 
luminaire and bollards to 
the maximum extent 
possible. Any pole lighting 
determined to be necessary 
to provide safety and 
security shall be completely 
shielded and installed at a 
maximum height of 12 feet; 
and 
 
c.  Positioned or shielded 
with non-reflective interior 
surfaces so that the light is 
downward-direct and the 
point source of artificial light 
or any reflective interior 
surface of the light fixture is 
not directly visible from the 
beach and does not 
directly, indirectly, or 
cumulatively illuminate the 
beach. 
 
(7) Except for single-family 
residences, all newly 
constructed parking areas 
and driveways, including 
any paved or unpaved 
areas upon which 
motorized vehicles will park 
or operate, shall be 
designed and located to 
prevent vehicular 
headlights from directly, 
indirectly, or cumulatively 
illuminating the beach. 
 
(8) Vehicular lighting, 
parking area lighting, and 

of light or any reflective 
surface of the light fixture is 
not visible from the beach 
and does not directly, 
indirectly or cumulatively 
illuminate the beach.  
 
(7) Except for single family 
residences, all newly 
constructed parking areas 
and driveways, including 
any paved or unpaved 
areas upon which 
motorized vehicles will park 
or operate, shall be 
designed and located to 
prevent vehicular 
headlights from directly or 
indirectly illuminating the 
beach.  
 
(8) Vehicular lighting, 
parking area lighting, and 
roadway lighting shall be 
shielded from the beach 
through the use of ground 
level barriers. Ground level 
barriers must not impede or 
entangle marine turtles or 
hatchlings, or cause short 
or long term damage to the 
beach/dune system.  
 
(9) Tinted glass shall be 
installed on all windows and 
doors of single or multi 
story structures within direct 
line of sight of the beach. 
Tint or film must meet the 
standards for tinted glass 
stated in section 14-27.  
 
(10) Upon the issuance of a 
certificate of occupancy for 
any new development 
within direct line of sight of 
the beach, compliance with 
the beachfront lighting 
standards set forth in this 
article shall be approved as 
follows:  
 
a. Upon completion of the 
construction activities, the 
inspector shall conduct a 
site inspection which 
includes a night survey with 

downward and the source 
of light or any reflective 
surface of the light fixture is 
not visible from the beach 
and does not directly, 
indirectly or cumulatively 
illuminate the beach.  
 
(g) Except for single family 
residences, all newly 
constructed parking areas 
and driveways, including 
any paved or unpaved 
areas upon which 
motorized vehicles will park 
or operate, shall be 
designed and located to 
prevent vehicular 
headlights from directly or 
indirectly illuminating the 
beach.  
 
(h) Vehicular lighting, 
parking area lighting, and 
roadway lighting shall be 
shielded from the beach 
through the use of ground-
level barriers. Ground level 
barriers must not impede or 
entangle marine turtles or 
hatchlings, or cause short- 
or long-term damage to the 
beach/dune system.  
 
(i) Tinted glass shall be 
installed on all windows and 
doors of single or multi 
story structures within direct 
line-of-sight of the beach. 
Tint or film must meet the 
standards for tinted glass 
stated in section 10-24.  
 
(j) Upon the issuance of a 
certificate of occupancy for 
any new development 
within direct line-of-sight of 
the beach, compliance with 
the beachfront lighting 
standards set forth in this 
article shall be approved as 
follows:  
 
(1) Upon completion of the 
construction activities, the 
inspector shall conduct a 
site inspection which 
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standards for Tinted Glass 
stated in the definition of 
"Tinted or Filmed Glass" in 
Section 54-754.  
 
(10) Temporary lighting of 
construction sites during 
the Marine Turtle Nesting 
Season shall be restricted 
to the minimal amount 
necessary and shall 
incorporate all of the 
standards of this section. 
Said lighting shall not be 
mounted more than eight 
feet above the ground.  
 
(11) Upon the issuance of a 
certificate of occupancy for 
any New Development 
within direct line of sight of 
the Beach, compliance with 
the beachfront lighting 
standards set forth in this 
article shall be approved as 
follows:  
 
a. Upon completion of the 
construction activities, the 
Inspector shall conduct a 
site inspection which 
includes a night survey with 
all beachfront lighting 
turned on.  
 
b. The County Inspector 
shall prepare and report the 
inspection findings in 
writing identifying; 
 
1. The date and time of 
initial inspection; 
 
2. The extent of compliance 
with the lighting standards; 
 
3. All areas of observed 
noncompliance, if 
applicable; 
 
4. Any action(s) taken to 
remedy observed 
noncompliance, if 
applicable. 
The Inspector, in cases 
where remedial action is 
necessary, shall notify the 

lights and fixtures shall be 
required for high intensity 
lighting applications such 
as parking areas and travel 
ways, providing security 
and similar applications.  
 
(11) Lights illuminating 
signs and internally 
illuminated signs shall be 
shielded or screened such 
that they do not directly, 
indirectly or cumulatively 
illuminate the beach and 
that the light shall not be 
visible from the beach.  
 
(12) Temporary lighting of 
construction sites during 
nesting season shall be 
restricted to the minimal 
amount necessary and 
shall incorporate the 
standards of this section. 
Said lighting shall be:  
 
a. Mounted no more than 
eight feet above existing 
grade; 
 
b. Positioned or shielded so 
that the light is cast 
downward and the source 
of light or any reflective 
surface of the light fixture is 
not visible from the beach; 
and  
 
c. Positioned or shielded to 
not directly, indirectly or 
cumulatively illuminate the 
beach.  
 
(13) Upon completion of the 
construction activities and 
prior to issuing a certificate 
of occupancy for any new 
development within direct 
line-of-sight of the beach, 
compliance with the 
beachfront lighting 
standards set forth in this 
article shall be inspected as 
follows:  
 
a. An inspector shall 
conduct a site inspection 

roadway lighting shall be 
downward-direct and 
shielded from the beach 
through the use of ground 
level barriers. Ground level 
barriers must not interfere 
with marine turtle nesting or 
hatchling emergence, or 
cause short-term or long-
term damage to the beach 
and/or dune system.  
 
(9) Tinted or filmed glass 
shall be installed on all 
windows and doors of 
single- or multi-story 
structures within direct line 
of sight of the beach. Tint or 
film must meet the 
standards for tinted or 
filmed glass as stated in the 
definition of tinted or filmed 
glass of this chapter. 
 
(10) Temporary lighting of 
construction sites during 
marine turtle nesting 
season shall be restricted 
to the minimal amount 
necessary and shall 
incorporate all standards of 
this section.  

all beachfront lighting 
turned on.  
 
b. The city inspector shall 
prepare and report the 
inspection findings in 
writing identifying: 
 
1. The date and time of 
initial inspection. 
 
2. The extent of compliance 
with the lighting standards. 
 
3. All areas of observed 
noncompliance, if 
applicable. 
 
4. Any action(s) taken to 
remedy observed 
noncompliance if 
applicable. 
 
5. The inspector, in cases 
where remedial action is 
necessary, shall notify the 
owner or developer of the 
results of the inspection 
and shall schedule a date 
and time for it subsequent 
inspection.  

includes a night survey with 
all beachfront lighting 
turned on.  
 
(2) The city inspector shall 
prepare and report the 
inspection findings in 
writing identifying: 
 
a. The date and time of 
initial inspection; 
 
b. The extent of compliance 
with the lighting standards; 
 
c. All areas of observed 
noncompliance, if 
applicable; 
 
d. Any action(s) taken to 
remedy observed 
noncompliance, if 
applicable; 
 
e. The inspector, in cases 
where remedial action is 
necessary, shall notify the 
owner or developer of the 
results of the inspection 
and shall schedule a date 
and time for it subsequent 
inspection.  
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owner or developer of the 
results of the inspection 
and shall schedule a date 
and time for a subsequent 
inspection.  

which includes a night 
survey with all exterior 
lighting turned on.  
 
b. The inspector shall 
prepare and report the 
inspection finding in writing, 
identifying: 
 
1. The date and time of 
initial inspection; 
 
2. The extent of compliance 
with the lighting standards; 
 
3. All areas of observed 
noncompliance, if 
applicable; 
 
4. Any action(s) taken to 
remedy observed 
noncompliance, if 
applicable. 
The inspector, in cases 
where remedial action is 
necessary, shall notify the 
owner or developer of the 
results of the inspection 
and shall schedule a date 
and time for a subsequent 
inspection.  

  New Development  
  Exemptions Sarasota County City of Venice Longboat Key (Current) Longboat Key (Proposed) City of Anna Maria City of Bradenton Beach City of Holmes Beach 

  

    The provisions of section 
100.03 of this chapter shall 
not apply to any structure 
for which a building permit 
has been issued by the 
building department prior to 
the effective date of this 
chapter.  

The provisions of section 
100.03 of this chapter shall 
not apply to any structure 
for which a building permit 
has been issued by the 
building department prior to 
the effective date of this 
chapter.  
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By May 1, 1998, all light 
sources or reflective 
surfaces illuminated by 
such sources that are 
visible from the Beach shall 
be brought into compliance 
with the following:  
 
(1) Existing Artificial Light 
fixtures shall be 
repositioned, modified, 
replaced, or removed so 
that:  
 
a. The point source of light 
or any reflective surface of 
the light fixture is not 
directly visible from the 
Beach;  
 
b. Areas seaward of the 
Primary Dune, or the Beach 
in areas where the Primary 
Dune no longer exists, are 
not Directly or Indirectly 
Illuminated; and  
 
c. Areas seaward of the 
Primary Dune, or the Beach 
in areas where the Primary 
Dune no longer exists, are 
not Cumulatively 
Illuminated.  
 
(2) One or more of the 
following measures shall be 
taken to reduce or eliminate 
the negative effects of 
existing exterior artificial 
lighting, so that all existing 
development is in full 
compliance with subsection  
 
(1) of this section:  
 
a. Reposition fixtures so 
that the point source of light 
or any reflective surface of 
the light fixture is no longer 
visible from the Beach;  
 
b. Replace fixtures having 
an exposed light source 
with fixtures containing 
recessed light sources or 
Shields;  
 

Upon the date of the 
adoption of the ordinance 
from which this article 
derives, all light sources or 
reflective surfaces 
illuminated by such sources 
that are visible from the 
beach shall be brought into 
compliance with the 
following:  
 
(1) Existing artificial light 
fixtures shall be 
repositioned, modified, 
replaced or removed so 
that:  
 
a. The point source of light 
or any reflective surface of 
the light fixture is not 
directly visible from the 
beach;  
 
b. Areas seaward of the 
frontal dune, or the beach 
in areas where the frontal 
dune no longer exists, are 
not directly or indirectly 
illuminated; and  
 
c. Areas seaward of the 
frontal dune, or the beach 
in areas where the frontal 
dune no longer exists, are 
not cumulatively 
illuminated.  
 
(2) Internally illuminated 
signs and lights illuminating 
signs shall be shielded or 
screened such that they do 
not directly, indirectly or 
cumulatively illuminate the 
beach and the light shall 
not be visible from the 
beach.  
 
(3) One or more of the 
following measures shall be 
taken to reduce or eliminate 
the negative effects of 
existing exterior artificial 
lighting so that all existing 
development is in full 
compliance with subsection  
 
(1) of this section:  

It is the policy of the town 
commission that no artificial 
light illuminate any area of 
the gulf beaches of the 
town. To meet this intent, 
lighting of existing 
structures which can be 
seen from the beach shall 
be in compliance with the 
following within six months 
of the effective date of the 
ordinance codified in this 
chapter:  
 
(A) Lights illuminating 
buildings or associated 
grounds for decorative or 
recreational purposes shall 
be shielded or screened 
such that they do not 
illuminate the beach, or 
turned off or dimmed from 
sunset to sunrise during the 
period of May 1 to October 
31 of each year.  
 
(B) Lights illuminating dune 
crossovers of any areas 
seaward of the dune line 
shall be turned off or 
dimmed from sunset to 
sunrise during the period of 
May 1 to October 31 of 
each year.  
 
(C) Security lighting shall 
be permitted throughout the 
night so long as low-profile 
luminaries are used and are 
screened to prevent direct 
illumination of the beach.  

In order to provide 
protection for nesting 
marine turtles and their 
hatchlings during nesting 
season, the following 
standards are adopted for 
artificial light sources on all 
existing developments and 
existing structures that are 
visible from the beach, and 
shall be in compliance with 
the following within six 
months of the effective date 
of the ordinance codified in 
this chapter: 
 
(1) Existing artificial light 
fixtures shall be 
repositioned, modified, 
replaced or removed so 
that:  
 
a.  The point source of 
artificial light or any 
reflective interior surface of 
the light fixture is not 
directly visible from the 
beach; and 
 
b. Areas seaward of the 
frontal dune, or the beach 
in areas where the frontal 
dune no longer exists, are 
not directly, indirectly, or 
cumulatively illuminated 
during marine turtle nesting 
season. 
 
(2) One or more of the 
following measures shall be 
taken to reduce or eliminate 
the negative effects of 
existing exterior artificial 
lighting, so that all existing 
developments are in 
compliance with subsection 
(1) of this section:  
 
a. Replace fixtures having 
an exposed point source of 
artificial light with 
completely shielded 
downlight-direct fixtures 
with non-reflective interior 
surfaces or completely 
recessed fixtures with non-
reflective interior surfaces 

Existing Development must 
ensure that the beach is not 
directly or indirectly 
illuminated by lighting 
originating from existing 
development during nesting 
season. Artificial lighting 
from existing development 
must not directly or 
indirectly illuminate the 
beach during nesting 
season.  

Existing development must 
ensure that sea turtle 
nesting habitat is not 
directly or indirectly 
illuminated by lighting 
originating from existing 
development during nesting 
season. Artificial lighting 
from existing development 
must not directly or 
indirectly illuminate sea 
turtle habitat during nesting 
season.  
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c. Replace traditional light 
bulbs (e.g. incandescent, 
fluorescent, and high 
intensity lighting) with 
yellow Bug Type Bulbs not 
exceeding 25 watts, low-
pressure sodium vapor 
(LPS) bulbs, Red Light-
Emitting Diodes (LED) or 
True Neon light sources;  
 
d. Replace nondirectional 
fixtures with directional 
fixtures that point down and 
away from the Beach;  
 
e. Replace fixtures having 
transparent or translucent 
coverings with fixtures 
having opaque Shields 
designed to be in 
compliance with subsection 
(1) of this section, and 
extending an appropriate 
distance below the bottom 
edge of the fixture on the 
seaward side so that the 
light source or any 
reflective surface of the 
light fixture is not visible 
from the Beach;  
 
f. Replace pole lamps with 
low-profile, low-level 
luminaries so that the light 
source or any reflective 
surface of the light fixture is 
not visible from the Beach;  
 
g. Plant or improve native 
vegetation buffers between 
the light source and the 
Beach sufficient to screen 
light from the Beach;  
 
h. Construct a Ground-
Level Barrier to shield light 
sources from the Beach. 
Ground-Level Barriers must 
not interfere with Marine 
Turtle nesting or Hatchling 
emergence, or cause short- 
or long-term damage to the 
Beach/Dune system; and  
 
i. Permanently remove, 
disable or lock in off 

 
a. Reposition fixtures so 
that the point source of light 
or any reflective surface of 
the light fixture is not visible 
from the beach;  
 
b. Replace fixtures having 
an exposed light source 
with fixtures containing 
recessed light sources or 
shields;  
 
c. Replace nondirectional 
fixtures with directional 
fixtures that point down and 
away from the beach;  
 
d. Replace fixtures having 
transparent or translucent 
coverings with fixtures 
having opaque external 
shields designed to be in 
compliance with subsection  
 
(1) of this section and 
extending an appropriate 
distance below the bottom 
edge of the fixture on all 
visible sides so that the 
light source or any 
reflective surface of the 
light fixture is not visible 
from the beach;  
 
e. Replace pole lamps with 
low-profile, low-level 
luminaires so that the light 
source or any reflective 
surface of the light fixture is 
not visible from the beach;  
 
f. Replace incandescent, 
fluorescent and high 
intensity lighting with low 
wattage LPS, LED or true 
red neon;  
 
g. Exterior lights used 
expressly for safety or 
security purposes shall be 
limited to the minimum 
number and configuration 
required to achieve their 
functional role(s). The use 
of motion detector switches 
that keep lights off except 

which utilize FWC approved 
marine turtle fixtures and 
bulbs;  
 
b.  Replace traditional light 
bulbs with FWC approved 
marine turtle fixtures and 
bulbs;  
 
c. Replace non-directional 
fixtures with completely 
shielded downward-direct 
fixtures with non-reflective 
interior surfaces which 
utilize FWC approved 
marine turtle fixtures and 
bulbs;  
 
d. Replace fixtures having 
transparent or translucent 
coverings with shields with 
non-reflective interior 
surfaces designed to be in 
compliance with subsection 
(1) of this section and utilize 
FWC approved marine 
turtle fixtures and bulbs; 
 
e. Replace pole lamps with 
low-profile, low-level 
luminaries which utilize 
FWC approved marine 
turtle fixtures and bulbs; 
 
f. Plant or improve native 
vegetation buffers between 
the point source of artificial 
light and the beach to 
sufficiently screen artificial 
light from directly, indirectly, 
or cumulatively illuminating 
the beach;  
 
g. Construct a ground-level 
barrier to shield point 
sources of artificial light 
from the beach. Ground 
level barriers must not 
interfere with marine turtle 
nesting or hatchling 
emergence, or cause short-
term or long-term damage 
to the beach and/or dune 
system; and 
 
h. Remove, turn off, or 
disable any fixture which 
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position any fixture which 
cannot be brought into 
compliance with the 
provisions of these 
standards.  
 
(3) One or more of the 
following measures shall be 
taken to reduce or eliminate 
the negative effects of 
interior light emanating from 
doors and windows within 
direct line of sight of the 
Beach, so that all existing 
development is in full 
compliance with subsection 
(1) of this section:  
 
a. Apply window tint or film 
that meets the standards 
for Tinted Glass in the 
definition of "Tinted or 
Filmed Glass" in Section 
54-754;  
 
b. Rearrange lamps and 
other moveable fixtures 
away from windows; 
 
c. Use window treatments 
(e.g., blinds, curtains) to 
shield interior lights from 
the Beach; and/or  
 
d. Turn off unnecessary 
lights. 
 
(4) The Board of County 
Commissioners is 
authorized to grant 
variances to the date of 
compliance, after notice to 
the owner and a public 
hearing, where lighting 
installed before September 
9, 1997, would be in 
violation of this section. 
Such variances may be 
granted only where the 
applicant has demonstrated 
that the application of these 
standards to such lighting 
will cause such an undue 
and unique hardship to the 
property, and that more 
time is needed to amortize 
the owner's reasonable 

when approached and that 
switch lights on for the 
minimum duration possible 
are required for any exterior 
lights used expressly for 
safety or security. Lights 
incorporating motion 
detector switches shall be 
downward directed, 
shielded and utilize low 
wattage LPS, LED or true 
red neon light sources;  
 
h. Plant or improve native 
vegetation buffers between 
the light source and the 
beach sufficient to screen 
light from the beach;  
 
i. Construct a ground level 
barrier to shield light 
sources from the beach. 
Ground level barriers must 
not interfere with marine 
turtle nesting or hatchling 
emergence or cause short- 
or long-term damage to the 
beach or dunes; and  
 
j. Permanently remove, 
disable or lock in the off 
position during nesting 
season any fixture which 
cannot be brought into 
compliance with the 
provisions of this article.  
 
(4) One or more of the 
following measures shall be 
taken to reduce or eliminate 
the negative effects of 
interior light emanating from 
doors and windows within 
direct line-of-sight of the 
beach:  
 
a. Upgrade windows within 
line-of-sight of the beach to 
tinted or filmed glass; 
 
b. Rearrange lamps and 
other moveable fixtures 
away from windows; 
 
c. Use window treatments 
(e.g., blinds, curtains) to 
shield interior lights from 

cannot be brought into 
compliance with the 
provisions of this chapter.  
 
(3) One or more of the 
following measures shall be 
taken to reduce or eliminate 
the negative effects of 
interior light emanating from 
doors and windows within 
direct line of sight of the 
beach during marine turtle 
nesting season:  
 
a. Apply window tint or film. 
Tint or film must meet the 
standards for tinted or 
filmed as stated in the 
definition of tinted or filmed 
glass of this chapter. 
 
b. Rearrange moveable 
lighting fixtures away from 
windows; 
 
c. Use window treatments 
(e.g., blinds, curtains) to 
shield interior lights from 
the beach; and/or  
 
d. Turn off unnecessary 
lights. 
 
(4) Floodlights, uplights, 
spotlights, or decorative 
lighting in which the point 
source of artificial light or 
any reflective interior 
surface of the light fixture is 
directly visible from the 
beach, or which directly, 
indirectly, or cumulatively 
illuminate the beach are 
prohibited. All light fixtures 
on floodlights, uplights, 
spotlights, or decorative 
lighting shall utilize FWC 
approved marine turtle 
bulbs during marine turtle 
nesting season. 
 
(5) The use of motion 
detector switches that keep 
lights off except when 
approached and that switch 
lights on for the minimum 
duration possible according 
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investment in the lighting. In 
granting a variance, the 
Board shall specify a 
schedule and plan to attain 
full compliance. Violation of 
the terms of such a plan or 
schedule shall constitute a 
violation of this article.  

the beach;  
 
d. Turn off unnecessary 
lights; and 
 
e. Provide educational 
materials to renters stating 
the importance of closing 
the window treatments at 
night during nesting 
season, if the windows do 
not have tinted or filmed 
glass.  
 
(5) Lights illuminating 
buildings or associated 
grounds for decorative or 
recreational purposes shall 
be shielded or screened in 
accordance with 
subsections (1) and (2) 
above or turned off 
between sunset and 
sunrise during nesting 
season.  
 
(6) If existing dune 
crosswalks are lighted, 
replace existing lighting 
with low-profile shielded 
luminaires directed and 
positioned so that the point 
source of light or any 
reflective surface of the 
light fixture is not visible 
from the beach and that 
utilize low wattage LPS, 
LED or true red neon light 
sources or turn off lighting 
during nesting season. 
Dune crosswalk lighting 
seaward of the frontal dune 
or on beach areas where 
the frontal dune no longer 
exists shall be turned off 
during nesting season.  
 
(7) Beachfront properties 
with seawalls and 
protective boulders on the 
gulf side of seawalls with 
less than five feet of sandy 
beach will be permitted to 
have diffused light 
extending on the seawall 
and protective boulders for 
the protection and security 

to the device are required 
for any existing exterior 
lights used expressly for 
safety or security during 
marine turtle nesting 
season.  
 
(6) Existing dune 
crosswalks may be lighted. 
If lighted, existing 
illumination of dune 
crosswalk shall utilize low-
profile, completely shielded 
luminaries, with non-
reflective interior surfaces 
directed and positioned so 
that the point source of 
artificial light or any 
reflective interior surface of 
the light fixture is not 
directly visible from the 
beach. All light fixtures on 
dune crosswalks must 
utilize FWC approved 
marine turtle fixtures and 
bulbs during marine turtle 
nesting season. Dune 
crosswalk lighting seaward 
of the frontal dune, or on 
the beach in areas where 
the frontal dune no longer 
exists, shall be prohibited. 
 
(7) The Town Commission 
is authorized to grant 
variances to the date of 
compliance, after notice to 
the owner and a public 
hearing, where lighting 
installed before the 
adoption of the ordinance 
from which this chapter 
derives would be in 
violation of this chapter. 
Requests for variances 
must be submitted in writing 
to the town clerk. The 
variance will be considered 
by the Town Commission at 
a regularly scheduled 
meeting. Such variances 
may be granted only where 
the applicant has 
demonstrated that the 
application of these 
standards to lighting will 
cause such an undue and 
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of people.  
 
(8) City council is 
authorized to grant 
variances to the date of 
compliance where lighting 
installed before the 
adoption of the ordinance 
from which this article 
derives would be in 
violation of this article. 
Requests for variances 
must be submitted in writing 
to the city clerk. The 
variance will be considered 
by city council at a regularly 
scheduled meeting. Such 
variances may be granted 
only where the applicant 
has demonstrated that the 
application of these 
standards to lighting will 
cause such an undue and 
unique hardship to the 
property and that more time 
is needed to amortize the 
owner's reasonable 
investment in the lighting. In 
granting a variance, city 
council shall specify a 
schedule to attain 
compliance. Violation of the 
terms of the schedule shall 
constitute a violation of this 
article.  

unique hardship to the 
property, and that more 
time is needed to amortize 
the owner’s reasonable 
investment in the lighting. In 
granting a variance, the 
Town Commission shall 
specify a schedule and plan 
to attain compliance. 
Violation of the terms of 
such a plan or schedule 
shall constitute a violation 
of this chapter.  
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              (a) An overlay district, 
known as the Sea Turtle 
Friendly District, is hereby 
established within the city.  
 
(b) The Sea Turtle Friendly 
District shall include all 
properties within the city 
that may directly, indirectly, 
or cumulatively illuminate 
the beach with artificial light 
at any time, and regardless 
of whether those properties 
are beachfront properties.  
 
(c) The provisions of this 
division apply to all 
buildings and related 
infrastructure, including 
landscaping, as well as all 
other activities within the 
Sea Turtle Friendly District.  

  Exterior Lighting Affixed 
to Structures Sarasota County City of Venice Longboat Key (Current) Longboat Key (Proposed) City of Anna Maria City of Bradenton Beach City of Holmes Beach 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(a) All lighting affixed to the 
exterior of permanent 
structures shall be long 
wavelength and fully 
shielded.  
 
(b) All non-egress lighting 
affixed to the exterior of 
permanent structures shall 
not directly, indirectly or 
cumulatively illuminate the 
beach.  
 
(c) Lighting at egress points 
shall be limited to the 
minimum number of fixtures 
and footcandles necessary 
to meet federal, state and 
local safety requirements.  
 
(d) Lighting affixed to the 
exterior of permanent 
structures shall consist of 
either: 
 
(1) Wall or ceiling down-
light fixtures, equipped with 
interior dark-colored, non-
reflective baffles or louvers, 
mounted at a maximum 
height of eight feet above 
the adjacent floor or deck, 
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  Exterior Lighting Affixed 
to Structures - Continued 

Sarasota County 
 

City of Venice 
 

Longboat Key (Current) 
 

Longboat Key (Proposed) City of Anna Maria 
 

City of Bradenton Beach  City of Holmes Beach 
as measured from the 
bottom of fixture, or  
 
(2) Louvered wall fixtures, 
equipped with downward-
directed louvers that 
completely hide the light 
source, with the bottom of 
fixture mounted 12 inches 
or less above the adjacent 
floor or deck, or  
 
(3) Bollard-type fixtures, 
which do not extend more 
than 42 inches above the 
adjacent floor or deck, 
measured from the bottom 
of fixture, equipped with 
downward-directed louvers 
that completely hide the 
light source and externally 
shielded on the side facing 
the beach.  
 
(e) Balcony lights on the 
seaward and shore-
perpendicular sides of 
permanent structures shall 
be turned off at all times 
during nighttime in sea 
turtle nesting season.  
 
(f) Interior locations 
including but not limited to 
stairwells, elevators, 
parking garages, or 
courtyards that allow light to 
escape through windows or 
other openings shall not 
directly, indirectly, or 
cumulatively illuminate the 
beach.  
 
(g) All windows and glass 
doors on the seaward and 
shore-perpendicular sides 
of any structures shall be 
designed for a light 
transmittance value of 15 
percent or less through the 
use of tinted glass, window 
film, or screens.  
(h) Emergency lights shall 
be on a separate circuit 
activated only during power 
outages or other situations 
where emergency lighting is 
necessary for public safety.  
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  Lighting in Outdoor 
Areas  Sarasota County City of Venice Longboat Key (Current) Longboat Key (Proposed) City of Anna Maria City of Bradenton Beach City of Holmes Beach 

              (a) All lighting of outdoor 
areas including parks, 
businesses and city 
properties shall be long 
wavelength and fully 
shielded.  
 
(b) Outdoor lighting that 
projects light upward shall 
be strictly prohibited. 
 
(c) Lighting of outdoor 
areas shall consist of either: 
 
(1) Ground-level downward-
directed fixtures, equipped 
with interior dark-colored, 
non-reflective baffles or 
louvers, mounted either 
with a wall mount on walls 
or piles facing away from 
the beach, or  
 
(2) Bollard-type fixtures, 
which do not extend more 
than 42 inches above the 
adjacent floor or deck, 
measured from the bottom 
of fixture, equipped with 
downward-directed louvers 
that completely hide the 
light source, and externally 
shielded on the side facing 
the beach.  
 
(d) Lighted signs shall not 
be located on the seaward 
and shore-perpendicular 
sides of any structures, and 
sign lighting shall not 
directly, indirectly, or 
cumulatively illuminate the 
beach.  
 
(e) Pond lights and fountain 
lights shall not be located 
on the seaward and shore-
perpendicular sides of any 
structures.  
 
(f) Fire pits shall be located 
landward of the most 
seaward dune and shielded 
so that the flame is not 
visible from the beach.  
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  Lighting of Parking 
Areas & Roadways  Sarasota County City of Venice Longboat Key (Current) Longboat Key (Proposed) City of Anna Maria City of Bradenton Beach City of Holmes Beach 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(a) All lighting of parking 
areas and roadways shall 
be long wavelength, fully 
shielded, and full cutoff.  
 
(b) Parking area and 
roadway lighting shall be 
shielded from the beach 
using vegetation, natural 
features, or artificial 
structures rising from the 
ground which prevent 
artificial light sources, 
including but not limited to 
vehicular headlights, from 
directly, indirectly, or 
cumulatively illuminating 
the beach.  
 
(c) Lighting of roadways 
shall produce no more than 
1.0 footcandles of light in 
any location. 
(d) Lighting of parking 
areas and roadways shall 
consist of either: 
 
(1) Ground-level downward-
directed fixtures, equipped 
with interior dark-colored, 
non-reflective baffles or 
louvers, mounted either 
with a wall mount on walls 
or piles facing away from 
the beach;  
 
(2) Bollard-type fixtures, 
which do not extend more 
than 42 inches above the 
adjacent floor or deck, 
measured from the bottom 
of fixture, equipped with 
downward-directed louvers 
that completely hide the 
light source, and externally 
shielded on the side facing 
the beach; or  
 
(3) Pole-mounted lights, if 
required, which shall 
adhere to the restrictions 
located in subsection (e).  
 
(e) Pole-mounted lights 
shall be only used in 
parking areas and 
roadways when mounting  
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Lighting of Parking Areas 
& Roadways 

Sarasota County City of Venice Longboat Key (Current) 
 

Longboat Key (Proposed 
 

City of Anna Maria City of Bradenton Beach City of Holmes Beach 
 
the light at lower elevations 
cannot practicably comply 
with minimum light levels 
set forth in applicable state 
and federal laws, rules, and 
regulations designed to 
protect public safety. If 
required, pole-mounted 
lights shall be:  
(1) Located on the 
landward sides of buildings 
in locations that will not 
directly, indirectly, or 
cumulatively illuminate the 
beach;  
(2) Mounted no higher than 
15 feet above the ground 
on arterial roadways or 20 
feet above the ground if 
required on department of 
transportation rights-of-way; 
and  
(3) Full cutoff, downward-
directed onto non-reflective 
surfaces. 
(f) Equipment yards, 
storage yards, and 
temporary security lights 
shall also adhere to the 
lighting restrictions 
contained in this section.  

  Lighting of Pool Areas Sarasota County City of Venice Longboat Key (Current) Longboat Key (Proposed) City of Anna Maria City of Bradenton Beach City of Holmes Beach 

              

(a) Lighting of pool decks, 
pool facilities, swimming 
pools, and spas shall be 
long wavelength and fully 
shielded.  
(b) Lighting of the pool 
water surface and the pool 
wet deck surface shall 
produce no more than 3.0 
footcandles of light in any 
location.  
(c) Above-water lighting of 
pool decks, pool facilities, 
swimming pools, and spas 
shall be turned off at 
nighttime during sea turtle 
nesting season when 
closed. The use of an 
automatic timer is 
acceptable.  
(d) Above-water lighting of 
pool decks, pool facilities, 
swimming pools, and spas 
shall otherwise adhere to 
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the applicable requirements 
for acceptable light fixtures 
contained in subsection (b) 
and subsection (c) of this 
section.  
(e) Underwater lighting of 
pools or spa light shall be: 
(1) Downward-directed; 
(2) Not directly indirectly, or 
cumulatively illuminating 
the beach; and 
(3) Produce no more than 
0.5 footcandles of light 
above the water surface. 

  Lighting of Pier 
Structures Sarasota County City of Venice Longboat Key (Current) Longboat Key (Proposed) City of Anna Maria City of Bradenton Beach City of Holmes Beach 

              

(a) Lighting of pier 
structures projecting over 
the beach or over water 
shall be long wavelength 
and fully shielded. 
  
(b) Lighting of pier 
structures projecting over 
the beach or over water 
shall be mounted as low to 
the deck as possible to 
prevent light pollution or 
spillage beyond the walking 
surface.  
(c) Lighting of pier 
structures projecting over 
the beach or over water 
shall consist of either:  
(1) Recessed railing down-
light fixtures, equipped with 
downward-directed louvers 
and interior dark-colored, 
non-reflective baffles, or  
(2) Bollard-type fixtures, 
which do not extend more 
than 42 inches above the 
adjacent floor or deck, 
measured from the bottom 
of fixture, equipped with 
downward-directed louvers 
that completely hide the 
light source, and externally 
shielded on the side facing 
the beach.  
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  Temporary Lighting Sarasota County City of Venice Longboat Key (Current) Longboat Key (Proposed) City of Anna Maria City of Bradenton Beach City of Holmes Beach 

              

(a) Lighting associated with 
a special event that may 
directly, indirectly, or 
cumulatively illuminate the 
beach shall not be 
authorized during nighttime 
in sea turtle nesting 
season.  
 
(b) The operation of all 
motorized vehicles, except 
emergency and law 
enforcement vehicles or 
those permitted on the 
beach for sea turtle 
conservation or other 
research and conservation, 
shall be prohibited on the 
beach at nighttime during 
sea turtle nesting season.  
 
(c) All temporary 
construction lighting shall 
be: 
 
(1) Long wavelength and 
fully shielded; 
 
(2) Turned off during 
nighttime in sea turtle 
nesting season, or if 
temporary lighting is 
deemed necessary during 
sea turtle nesting season it 
shall be allowed from 6:00 
a.m. to 9:00 p.m., must be 
restricted to the minimal 
amount necessary and 
shall incorporate all the 
standards of this section;  
 
(3) Not mounted more than 
eight feet above the 
ground, measured at the 
bottom of fixture; and  
 
(4) Restricted to the 
minimal number of 
footcandles necessary to 
conform to the applicable 
construction safety 
regulations.  
(d) Lights used by persons 
fishing at night must be 
long-wave length and used 
in a manner that does not 
impact nesting sea turtles.  
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  Publicly Owned Lighting Sarasota County City of Venice Longboat Key (Current) Longboat Key (Proposed) City of Anna Maria City of Bradenton Beach City of Holmes Beach 

  

All Publicly Owned Lighting 
with light sources that are 
visible from the Beach or 
that illuminate reflective 
surfaces that are visible 
from the Beach, including 
but not limited to 
streetlights, parking lot 
lights, and Beach access 
lighting, shall be:  
 
(1) Fitted with a Shield or 
positioned so that the light 
source or any reflective 
surfaces illuminated by 
such sources are not visible 
from the Beach and do not 
directly or indirectly 
illuminate the Beach; or  
 
(2) Extinguished between 
sunset and sunrise from 
May 1 to October 31 of 
each year. 

All publicly owned lighting 
with light sources that are 
visible from the beach or 
that illuminate reflective 
surfaces that are visible 
from the beach, including, 
but not limited to, 
streetlights, parking lot 
lights and beach access 
lighting, shall be:  
 
(1) Fitted with a shield or 
positioned so that the light 
source or any reflective 
surfaces illuminated by 
such sources are not visible 
from the beach and do not 
directly or indirectly 
illuminate the beach; or  
 
(2) Extinguished between 
sunset and sunrise from 
May 1 to October 31 of 
each year; or 
 
(3) Included in a lighting 
plan approved by FWC to 
minimize the impacts to 
nesting marine turtles.  

Street lights and lighting at 
parks and other publicly 
owned beach access areas 
shall be subject to the 
following:  
 
(A) Whenever possible, 
streetlights shall be located 
so that the bulk of their 
illumination will travel away 
from the beach.  
 
(B) Lights at parks or other 
public beach access points 
shall be shielded or shaded 
or shall not be utilized 
during the period May 1 to 
October 31 of each year.  

All publicly owned lighting 
with light sources that are 
visible from the beach 
including, but not limited to, 
streetlights, parking lot 
lights and beach access 
lighting, shall be:  
 
a. Fitted with a shield or 
positioned so that the point 
source of artificial light is 
not visible from the beach 
and do not directly, 
indirectly, or cumulatively 
illuminate the beach; or 
 
b. Extinguished between 
sunset and sunrise during 
marine turtle nesting 
season. 
 
c. Specifically exempted 
from the terms of this 
chapter are official traffic 
control devices and official 
traffic control signals. 

All publicly owned lighting 
with light sources that are 
visible from the beach, or 
that illuminate reflective 
surfaces that are visible 
from the beach, including 
but not limited to street 
lights, parking lot lights, and 
beach access lighting shall 
be:  
 
(1) fitted with a shield or 
positioned so that the light 
source or any reflective 
surfaces illuminated by 
such sources are not visible 
from the beach and do not 
directly or indirectly 
illuminate the beach, or  
 
(2) shall be extinguished 
between sunset and 
sunrise from May 1 to 
October 31 of each year.  

All publicly-owned lighting 
with light sources that are 
visible from the beach or 
that illuminate reflective 
surfaces that are visible 
from the beach, including 
but not limited to street 
lights, parking lot lights, and 
beach access lighting shall 
be:  
 
(1) fitted with a shield or 
positioned so that the light 
source or any reflective 
surfaces illuminated by 
such sources are not visible 
from the beach and do not 
directly or indirectly 
Illuminate the beach, or  
 
(2) shall be extinguished 
between sunset and 
sunrise from May 1 to 
October 31 of each year.  

  

  Prohibited Activities Sarasota County City of Venice Longboat Key (Current) Longboat Key (Proposed) City of Anna Maria City of Bradenton Beach City of Holmes Beach 

  

The following activities and 
situations are prohibited on 
the Beach from sunset to 
sunrise during the Nesting 
Season:  
 
(1) The operation of all 
motorized vehicles, except 
emergency and law 
enforcement vehicles or 
Persons who have 
authorization or a permit to 
engage in Marine Turtle 
conservation or research 
issued by the United States 
Fish and Wildlife Service, 
the State of Florida 
Department of 
Environmental Protection, 
or Sarasota County, and 
who are acting in 
conformance with such 
authorization or permit.  
 
(2) The building of 

The following activities and 
situations are prohibited on 
the beach from sunset to 
sunrise during nesting 
season:  
 
(1) The operation of all 
motorized vehicles, except 
emergency and law 
enforcement vehicles or 
persons who have 
authorization or a permit to 
engage in marine turtle 
conservation or research 
issued by FWS, FDEP, 
FWC or the city, and who 
are acting in conformance 
with such authorization or 
permit.  
 
(2) Horseback riding. 
 
(3) The building of 
campfires or bonfires. 
 

  The following activities and 
situations are prohibited on 
the beach:  
 
a. Any transient lighting 
which purposely illuminates 
nesting sea turtles or 
hatchlings from sunset to 
sunrise during marine turtle 
nesting season. This 
prohibition does not apply 
to persons who have 
authorization or a permit to 
engage in marine turtle 
conservation or research 
issued by FWS, FWC, 
FDEP or the town, and who 
are acting in conformance 
with such authorization or 
permit;  
 
b. The operation of all 
motorized vehicles, with the 
exception of: 
 

The following activities and 
situations are prohibited on 
the beach from sunset to 
sunrise during the nesting 
season:  
 
(1) The operation of all 
motorized vehicles, except 
emergency and law 
enforcement vehicles or 
persons who have 
authorization or a permit to 
engage in marine turtle 
conservation or research 
issued by the United States 
Fish and Wildlife Service, or 
the State of Florida 
Department of 
Environmental Protection, 
and who are acting in 
conformance with such 
authorization or permit.  
 
(2) The building of 
campfires or bonfires. 

The following activities and 
situations are prohibited on 
the beach from sunset to 
sunrise during the nesting 
season:  
 
(a) The operation of all 
motorized vehicles, except 
emergency and law 
enforcement vehicles or 
persons who have 
authorization or a permit to 
engage in marine turtle 
conservation or research 
issued by the United States 
Fish and Wildlife Service, or 
the State of Florida 
Department of 
Environmental Protection, 
and who are acting in 
conformance with such 
authorization or permit.  
 
(b) The building of 
campfires or bonfires. 
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campfires or bonfires. 
 
(3) Any transient lighting 
which purposely and 
flagrantly illuminates 
nesting sea turtles or 
Hatchlings. This prohibition 
does not apply to Persons 
who have authorization or a 
permit to engage in Marine 
Turtle conservation or 
research issued by the 
United States Fish and 
Wildlife Service, the State 
of Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection, 
or Sarasota County, and 
who are acting in 
conformance with such 
authorization or permit.  
 
(4) Any temporary 
structures, including but not 
limited to beach chairs, 
umbrellas and cabanas 
which have the potential for 
entrapment of marine 
turtles and which may 
interfere with the use of the 
natural Beach environment 
for nesting habitat. All 
temporary structures shall 
be:  
 
(a) Removed from the 
Beach nightly; or 
 
(b) Stored in areas 
designated by Sarasota 
County staff which are 
situated to avoid 
interference with marine 
turtles.  

(4) Any transient lighting 
which purposely and 
flagrantly illuminates 
nesting sea turtles or 
hatchlings. This prohibition 
does not apply to persons 
who have authorization or a 
permit to engage in marine 
turtle conservation or 
research issued by FWS, 
FWC, FDEP or the city, and 
who are acting in 
conformance with such 
authorization or permit.  
 
(5) Any temporary 
structures, including, but 
not limited to, beach chairs, 
umbrellas and cabanas 
which have the potential for 
entrapment of marine 
turtles and which may 
interfere with the use of the 
natural beach environment 
for nesting habitat. All 
temporary structures shall 
be removed from the beach 
nightly or stored in areas 
situated to minimize 
interference with marine 
turtles.  

(1) Emergency and law 
enforcement vehicles; 
 
(2) Persons who have 
authorization or a permit to 
engage in marine turtle 
conservation or research 
issued by FWS, FDEP, 
FWC or the town, and who 
are acting in conformance 
with such authorization or 
permit; and 
 
(3) Construction, 
renourishment and beach 
cleaning activities that have 
authorization or a permit to 
operate motorized vehicles 
on the beach as issued by 
FWS, FDEP, FWC or the 
town, and who are acting in 
conformance with such 
authorization or permit; 
 
c. Engage in promotional or 
commercial activities or 
otherwise hold a special 
event, as defined in 
Chapter 92, Subsection 
92.06(A) of the Town of 
Longboat Key Code of 
Ordinances, without first 
obtaining a special events 
permit pursuant to Chapter 
92, Subsection 92.06 of the 
Town of Longboat Key 
Code of Ordinances; 
 
d.  Start a fire, other than 
fires for cooking purposes 
contained in a grill or stove, 
pursuant to Chapter 92, 
Subsection 92.05(F) of the 
Town of Longboat Key 
Code of Ordinances; 
 
e.  Throw, place, or deposit 
any paper, food, trash, 
cans, bottles, or other 
refuse, except in 
designated refuse 
containers pursuant to 
Chapter 92, Subsection 
92.05(G) of the Town of 
Longboat Key Code of 
Ordinances; 
 
f.  Launch a motorized 
vessel into the waters of the 
Gulf of Mexico by bringing it 

 
(3) Any temporary lighting 
which purposely and 
flagrantly illuminates 
nesting sea turtles or 
hatchlings. This prohibition 
does not apply to persons 
who have authorization or a 
permit to engage in marine 
turtle conservation or 
research issued by the 
United States Fish and 
Wildlife Service, or the 
State of Florida Department 
of Environment Protection, 
and who are acting in 
conformance with such 
authorization or permit.  
 
(4) All temporary structures 
including but not limited to 
beach chairs, umbrellas, 
cabanas, personal water 
craft, boats, trailer or any 
other man-made items that 
may interfere with the use 
of the beach as a nest, 
must be removed from the 
beach from sunset until 
sunrise.  
 
(5) The transport, fueling 
and maintenance of 
personal watercraft, except 
by those licensed, certified 
or permitted by the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service, 
the State of Florida 
Department of 
Environmental Protection or 
the city is prohibited on the 
beach during marine turtle 
nesting season.  
 
(6) Parking. Vehicle 
headlights in parking lots or 
areas on or adjacent to the 
beach must be screened 
utilizing ground level 
barriers to eliminate 
artificial lighting directly or 
indirectly illuminating sea 
turtle nesting habitat.  

 
(c) Any temporary lighting 
which purposely and 
flagrantly illuminates 
nesting sea turtles or 
hatchlings. This prohibition 
does not apply to persons 
who have authorization or a 
permit to engage in marine 
turtle conservation or 
research issued by the 
United States Fish and 
Wildlife Service, or the 
State of Florida Department 
of Environmental 
Protection, and who are 
acting in conformance with 
such authorization or 
permit.  
 
(d) All temporary structures 
(including but not limited to) 
beach chairs, umbrellas, 
cabanas, personal water 
craft, boats, trailer, or any 
other items that have the 
potential for entrapment of 
marine turtles and which 
may interfere with the use 
of the natural beach 
environmental nesting 
habitat, must be removed 
from the nesting zone from 
sunset until sunrise.  
 
(e) The transport, fueling 
and maintenance of 
personal water craft, except 
by those licensed, certified 
or permitted by the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service, 
the State of Florida 
Department of 
Environmental Protection or 
the City of Bradenton 
Beach is prohibited on the 
beach during marine turtle 
nesting season.  
 
(f) Parking. Vehicle 
headlights in parking lots or 
areas on or adjacent to the 
beach must be screened 
utilizing ground-level 
barriers to eliminate 
artificial lighting directly or 
indirectly illuminating sea 
turtle nesting habitat.  
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across the beach, except in 
an emergency pursuant to 
Chapter 92, Subsection 
92.05(K) of the Town of 
Longboat Key Code of 
Ordinances; 
 
g.  Golf, including chip and 
putt pursuant to Chapter 
92, Subsection 92.05(M) of 
the Town of Longboat Key 
Code of Ordinances; 
 
h.  Use any public beach 
access for the 
transportation of 
mechanical beach cleaning 
equipment pursuant to 
Chapter 92, Subsection 
92.05(N) of the Town of 
Longboat Key Code of 
Ordinances; 
 
i.  Possess any pet or 
animal on the beach except 
as provided in Chapter 92, 
Subsection 92.04 of the 
Town of Longboat Key 
Code of Ordinances; or 
 
j.  Engage in any other 
activity in violation of 
Chapter 92 of the Town of 
Longboat Key Code of 
Ordinances. 

  Obstructions on the 
Beach Sarasota County City of Venice Longboat Key (Current) Longboat Key (Proposed) City of Anna Maria City of Bradenton Beach City of Holmes Beach 

        

a. No temporary 
structure(s) or portable 
recreational equipment 
shall be located on the 
beach or public beach 
access located within the 
corporate limits of the Town 
of Longboat Key from 11:00 
p.m. until 5:00 a.m. daily, 
except as otherwise 
permitted in this chapter.  
 
b. Unattended or 
abandoned temporary 
structure(s) or portable 
recreational equipment are 
declared a public nuisance 
and interfere with the use of 
the natural beach 
environment for nesting 
habitat. Any temporary 
structure(s) or article(s) of 
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portable recreational 
equipment that remain on 
the beach or public beach 
access in violation of this 
chapter shall be deemed 
abandoned by the owner 
and shall be tagged or 
removed by the code 
enforcement officer or 
designee. Any temporary 
structure(s) or portable 
recreational equipment so 
removed shall be stored in 
areas designated by the 
Town for that purpose of 
avoiding interference with 
marine turtles. After 90 
days of impoundment, as 
required by Chapter 
705.103 of the Florida 
Statute, the town may 
dispose of any item(s) 
removed pursuant to this 
section. The town may, by 
resolution, enact an 
impoundment fee to be 
collected at the time any 
items are retrieved from 
impoundment by the party 
claiming the item(s). 
 
c. From 11:00 p.m. until 
5:00 a.m. daily, temporary 
structures that are 
relocated as close to the 
dune, or where there are no 
dunes or native vegetation, 
are relocated as close as 
practicable to an existing 
permanent structure or the 
line of buildings, will not be 
considered abandoned or in 
violation of this chapter, 
provided: 
 
1. Such temporary 
structures shall not be 
placed on the dune or on 
native vegetation; 
 
2. Such temporary 
structures shall be stored in 
a neat and orderly manner 
as much as possible; 
 
3. Such temporary 
structures shall not inhibit 
access to the beach from 
the nearest public beach 
access, nor obstruct access 
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on the beach, nor adversely 
impact native vegetation, 
nor significantly affect 
marine turtles; and  
 
4.  Such temporary 
structures shall not be 
placed on any public beach 
access point.  

  Construction During  
  Nesting Season Sarasota County City of Venice Longboat Key (Current) Longboat Key (Proposed) City of Anna Maria City of Bradenton Beach City of Holmes Beach 

  

(a) During the 
nesting/hatching season, it 
shall be unlawful to 
construct any structure, 
excavate or place any fill, 
mechanically clean any 
Beach, or grade any dirt 
within 100 feet of the 
nesting zone of a Beach 
where Marine Turtles nest 
or may nest, without:  
 
(1) Obtaining written 
approval from the Florida 
Department of 
Environmental Protection 
(FDEP) (F.A.C. 62B-33, 
F.S. ch. 161, and F.S. § 
370.12); and  
 
(2) Coordinating each 
activity by means of a 
written agreement with sea 
turtle monitoring personnel 
holding a current and valid 
permit from the FDEP for 
the specific area.  
(b) Construction activities 
shall not interfere with 
Marine Turtle nesting, 
Nests or hatching activities, 
shall preserve or replace 
any native vegetation on 
the site, and shall maintain 
the natural existing Beach 
profile and minimize 
interference with the natural 
Beach dynamics and 
function.  

      During the nesting season it 
shall be unlawful to 
construct any structure, 
excavate or place any fill, 
mechanically clean any 
beach, or grade any dirt 
within 100 feet of a beach 
where marine turtles nest or 
may nest, unless:  
 
(1) Written approval is 
obtained from the Florida 
Department of 
Environmental Protection 
(FDEP) (628.333 Florida 
Administrative Code, F.S., 
ch. 161 and F.S., § 370.12);  
 
(2) Each activity is 
coordinated by means of a 
written agreement with sea 
turtle monitoring personnel 
holding a current and valid 
permit from the FDEP for 
the specific area; and  
 
(3) The project does not 
interfere with marine turtle 
nesting, nests or hatching 
activities, shall preserve or 
replace any native 
vegetation on the site, and 
shall maintain the natural 
existing beach profile and 
minimize interference with 
the natural beach dynamics 
and function.  
(4) All required city permits 
have been issued. 

During the nesting/hatching 
season it shall be unlawful 
to construct any structure, 
excavate or place any fill, 
mechanically clean any 
beach, or grade any dirt 
within 100 feet of a beach 
where marine turtles nest or 
may nest, unless:  
 
(a) Written approval is 
obtained from the Florida 
Department of 
Environmental Protection 
(FDEP) (62B-33 Florida 
Administrative Code, F.S. 
Ch. 161, and F.S. § 
370.12);  
 
(b) Each activity is 
coordinated by means of a 
written agreement with sea 
turtle monitoring personnel 
holding a current and valid 
permit from the FDEP for 
the specific area; and,  
 
(c) The project does not 
interfere with marine turtle 
nesting, nests or hatching 
activities, shall preserve or 
replace any native 
vegetation on the site, and 
shall maintain the natural 
existing beach profile and 
minimize interference with 
the natural beach dynamics 
and function.  

  

Unlawful to Kill, Molest, 
or Injure Marine Turtles Sarasota County City of Venice Longboat Key (Current) Longboat Key (Proposed) City of Anna Maria City of Bradenton Beach City of Holmes Beach 
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In accordance with F.S. ch. 
370 and the U.S. 
Endangered Species Act of 
1973, it shall be unlawful for 
any Person to kill, molest, 
harass, or cause direct or 
indirect injury to any 
species of Marine Turtle in 
Sarasota County or within 
its jurisdictional waters. It 
shall be unlawful to collect 
or possess any part of a 
Marine Turtle, turtle Nest 
and/or egg(s). Sarasota 
County will cooperate with 
appropriate State and 
federal agencies in 
prosecuting violations of the 
act.  

    In accordance with Chapter 
379.2431 of the Florida 
Statute “Marine Turtle 
Protection Act” and the 
Endangered Species Act of 
1973, it shall be unlawful for 
any person to kill, molest, 
harass, or cause direct or 
indirect injury to any 
species of marine turtle 
within the corporate limits of 
the town or its jurisdictional 
waters. It shall be unlawful 
to collect or possess any 
part of a marine turtle, turtle 
nest and/or egg(s). The 
Town of Longboat Key will 
cooperate with appropriate 
state and federal agencies 
in prosecuting violations of 
the act.  

In accordance with F.S., 
Ch. 370 and the U.S. 
Endangered Species Act of 
1973, it shall be unlawful for 
any person to kill, molest, 
harass, or cause direct or 
indirect injury to any 
species of marine turtle in 
the city or within its 
jurisdictional waters. It shall 
be unlawful to collect or 
possess any part of a 
marine turtle, turtle nest 
and/or egg(s) except as 
authorized by state and/or 
federal permit. The city will 
cooperate with appropriate 
state and federal agencies 
in prosecuting violations of 
the act.  

In accordance with F.S. Ch. 
370 and the U.S. 
Endangered Species Act of 
1973, it shall be unlawful for 
any person to kill, molest, 
harass, or cause direct or 
indirect injury to any 
species of marine turtle in 
the City of Bradenton 
Beach or within its 
jurisdictional waters. It shall 
be unlawful to collect or 
possess any part of a 
marine turtle, turtle nest 
and/or egg(s). The City of 
Bradenton Beach will 
cooperate with appropriate 
state and federal agencies 
in prosecuting violations of 
the Act.  

  

Sea Turtle Vegetation  
  Protection Sarasota County City of Venice Longboat Key (Current) Longboat Key (Proposed) City of Anna Maria City of Bradenton Beach City of Holmes Beach 

      (A) It shall be unlawful for 
any person, without the 
express written permission 
from the town manager, to 
cut, trim, modify, fertilize, 
defoliate, kill, harm, or in 
any way alter vegetation 
planted on the west side of 
Gulf of Mexico Drive 
between 3495 Gulf of 
Mexico Drive and 4011 Gulf 
of Mexico Drive located 
within the FDOT right-of-
way between the paved 
portion of Gulf of Mexico 
Drive and the westerly 
sidewalk.  
 
(B) Any person, firm, 
company, corporation, 
association or agent of any 
person, firm, company, 
corporation, association 
who violates subsection 
100.20(A) shall be deemed 
guilty of a misdemeanor in 
the first degree and upon 
conviction shall be fined in 
a sum of not more than 
$500.00 for each 
occurrence or imprisoned 
for not more than 60 days 
with unlawful activity 
concerning each plant 
constituting a separate 
offense. Nothing contained 

 (A) It shall be unlawful for 
any person, without the 
express written permission 
from the town manager, to 
cut, trim, modify, fertilize, 
defoliate, kill, harm, or in 
any way alter vegetation 
planted on the west side of 
Gulf of Mexico Drive 
between 3495 Gulf of 
Mexico Drive and 4011 Gulf 
of Mexico Drive located 
within the FDOT right-of-
way between the paved 
portion of Gulf of Mexico 
Drive and the westerly 
sidewalk.  
 
(B) Any person, firm, 
company, corporation, 
association or agent of any 
person, firm, company, 
corporation, association 
who violates subsection 
100.20(A) shall be deemed 
guilty of a misdemeanor in 
the first degree and upon 
conviction shall be fined in 
a sum of not more than 
$500.00 for each 
occurrence or imprisoned 
for not more than 60 days 
with unlawful activity 
concerning each plant 
constituting a separate 
offense. Nothing contained 
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herein shall preclude 
prosecution under the 
Marine Protection Turtle Act 
(F.S. § 370.12 as may be 
amended) or the Federal 
Endangered Species Act.  

herein shall preclude 
prosecution under the 
Marine Protection Turtle Act 
(F.S. § 370.12 as may be 
amended) or the Federal 
Endangered Species Act.  

Public Education Sarasota County City of Venice Longboat Key (Current) Longboat Key (Proposed) City of Anna Maria City of Bradenton Beach City of Holmes Beach 

  

The County and/or a private 
not-for-profit organization 
shall prepare and distribute 
brochures to coastal 
establishments and 
residents and make 
presentations about the 
effects of light on 
endangered sea turtle 
reproduction and about sea 
turtle biology generally. The 
County has the authority to 
notice first-time violators of 
the sea turtle lighting 
ordinance (this article) by 
sending a letter to the 
offender describing the 
violation and enclosing a 
brochure and summary of 
the ordinance. Subsequent 
offenses will be treated with 
enforcement measures as 
described in Section 54-
762.  

The city and/or a private 
not-for-profit organization 
shall prepare and distribute 
brochures to coastal 
establishments and 
residents and make 
presentations about the 
effects of light on 
endangered sea turtle 
reproduction and about sea 
turtle biology generally. The 
city has the authority to 
notice first-time violators of 
this article by sending a 
letter to the offender 
describing the violation and 
enclosing a brochure and 
summary of the ordinance 
from which this article 
derives. Subsequent 
offenses will be treated with 
enforcement measures as 
described in this article.  

    The city and/or a private not 
for profit organization may 
distribute brochures to 
coastal establishments and 
residents and make 
presentations about the 
effects of light on 
endangered sea turtle 
reproduction and about sea 
turtle biology, generally. 
The city has the option and 
authority to notice first time 
violations of the sea turtle 
lighting ordinance by 
sending a letter to the 
offender describing the 
violation and enclosing a 
brochure and summary of 
the subsequent ordinance 
offenses enforcement 
measures.  

The city and/or a private 
not-for-profit organization 
may distribute brochures to 
coastal establishments and 
residents and make 
presentations about the 
effects of light on 
endangered sea turtle 
reproduction and about sea 
turtle biology, generally. 
The city has the option and 
authority to notice first time 
violations of the sea turtle 
lighting ordinance by 
sending a letter to the 
offender describing the 
violation and enclosing a 
brochure and summary of 
the subsequent ordinance 
offenses enforcement 
measures.  

At least 30 days prior to the 
commencement of every 
sea turtle nesting season, 
the city shall provide written 
notice of the provisions 
contained in this division to 
each property within the 
Sea Turtle Friendly District.  

Compliance Inspections Sarasota County City of Venice Longboat Key (Current) Longboat Key (Proposed) City of Anna Maria City of Bradenton Beach City of Holmes Beach 

    Periodic nighttime lighting 
inspections will be 
performed during nesting 
season from the beach to 
determine the extent of 
compliance with all sections 
of this article. These 
inspections will be 
conducted as needed until 
existing beachfront lighting 
has been brought into 
compliance.  

        (a) A position, known as the 
city lighting inspector, is 
hereby established. 
 
(b) It shall be the duty of the 
mayor to appoint the beach 
lighting inspector. The 
beach lighting inspector 
shall have the necessary 
training and technical 
knowledge to enable them 
to effectively carry on the 
duties of this office.  
 
(c) The beach lighting 
inspector shall be 
responsible for: 
 
(1) Inspecting the entire 
beach within the 
jurisdictional boundaries of 
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the city every month during 
sea turtle nesting season to 
determine the extent of 
compliance with this 
division.  
 
(2) In the event of the 
finding of a violation at a 
particular public or private 
property, conducting further 
inspections at the property 
every night beginning on 
the night after the deadline 
date given on the written 
notice of violation. These 
follow-up inspections shall 
continue until the lighting 
has been brought into 
compliance with this 
division.  
 
(d) It shall be unlawful for 
any person to interfere with, 
or in any manner hinder the 
beach lighting inspector, or 
any of their assistants, 
while in the discharge of 
their duties under the terms 
of this division.  
 
(e) It shall be unlawful for 
any person to knowingly 
conceal or disable any 
lighting on a property 
before it has been 
inspected by the beach 
lighting inspector.  

 Enforcement & Penalty Sarasota County City of Venice Longboat Key (Current) Longboat Key (Proposed) City of Anna Maria City of Bradenton Beach City of Holmes Beach 

  (a) The County shall have 
the power to enforce the 
provisions of this article by 
equitable or legal judicial 
proceedings, as well as by 
any other legal or 
administrative means, 
including code enforcement 
proceedings as set out in 
Ordinance No. 93-006, as 
amended (Chapter 2, 
Article VIII, of this Code). 
Each day of any such 
violation shall constitute a 
separate and distinct 
offense.  
 
(b) No permit may be 
issued by the County to 
improve or expand any 

(a) The city shall have the 
power to enforce the 
provisions of this article by 
administrative proceedings, 
including code enforcement 
proceedings in accordance 
with chapter 2, article VI of 
the Code of Ordinances, 
City of Venice, Florida, and 
by equitable or legal judicial 
proceedings. Each day of 
any such violation shall 
constitute a separate and 
distinct offense.  
 
(b) A violation of any of the 
provisions of this article 
shall be punishable as a 
misdemeanor of the second 
degree and subject to the 

Sections 100.01 through 
100.07 of this chapter shall 
be enforced by the code 
enforcement board in 
accordance with the 
provisions of chapter 33, 
sections 33.01 through 
33.12 of this Code.  

The code enforcement 
officer shall have the power 
to enforce the provisions of 
this chapter through civil 
fines and administrative 
proceedings, including, but 
not limited to, code 
enforcement proceedings in 
accordance with Chapter 
33 of the Code of 
Ordinances of the Town of 
Longboat Key, Chapter 162 
of the Florida Statute and 
by equitable or legal judicial 
proceedings. Each day of 
any such violation shall 
constitute a separate and 
distinct offense.  

(a) The city shall have the 
power to enforce the 
provisions of this article by 
equitable or legal judicial 
and administrative 
proceedings as well as by 
any other legal or 
administrative means 
including by citation or code 
enforcement proceedings 
as set out in the Anna 
Maria Code of Ordinances. 
Each day of any such 
violation shall constitute a 
separate and distinct 
offense.  
 
(b) No permit may be 
issued by the city to 
improve or expand any 

(a) The city shall have the 
power to enforce the 
provisions of this article by 
equitable or legal judicial 
and administrative 
proceedings as well as by 
any other legal or 
administrative means 
including by citation or code 
enforcement proceedings 
as set out in the Bradenton 
Beach Code of Ordinances. 
Each day of any such 
violation shall constitute a 
separate and distinct 
offense.  
 
(b) No permit may be 
issued by the city to 
improve or expand any 

Notice of violation.  
 
(a) Upon finding any 
violation of this division, the 
beach lighting inspector 
shall deliver a written notice 
of the violation of this 
division to the property 
owner and direct said 
owner to promptly remove 
or cure such lighting 
arrangement not in 
compliance with this 
division.  
 
(b) The time allowed for 
making the repairs shall be 
stated in the notice and 
should the responsible 
party neglect or refuse to 
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facility constructed or 
modified in violation of this 
article, unless the violation 
has been corrected.  
 
(c) A violation of any of the 
provisions of this article 
shall be punishable in the 
same manner as a 
misdemeanor and 
punishable as provided by 
F.S. § 125.69. Each day of 
any such violation shall 
constitute a separate and 
distinct offense.  

penalty provided by F.S. § 
775.082 and the fine 
provided by F.S. § 775.083. 
Each day of any such 
violation shall constitute a 
separate and distinct 
offense.  
 
(c) No permit shall be 
issued by the city for any 
property which is in 
violation of this article or for 
which a fine imposed in 
accordance with this article 
remains unpaid.  

facility constructed or 
modified in violation of this 
article until the violation has 
been corrected.  
 
(c) A violation of any of the 
provisions of this article 
shall be punishable in the 
same manner as a 
misdemeanor and 
punishable as provided by 
F.S., § 162.22, and other 
applicable city ordinances. 
Each day of any such 
violation shall constitute a 
separate and distinct 
offense.  
 
(d) Violations of section 14-
31(4) shall be deemed an 
infraction and subject to 
citation. The penalties for 
violation of this article are 
as follows:  
 
(1) $100.00 for first 
violation. 
 
(2) $200.00 for any 
subsequent violations 
occurring within one year of 
any other violation. Each 
day that a violation exists 
shall be deemed a separate 
violation.  
 
(3) A city law enforcement 
officer or any other person 
authorized to issue citations 
on behalf of the city shall 
determine the owner or 
custodian of all personal 
property left on the city's 
public beaches in violation 
of this article and any 
citation issued under this 
article shall be issued to the 
owner or custodian of the 
personal property. If after a 
reasonable effort, a law 
enforcement officer or other 
person authorized to issue 
citations on behalf of the 
city, is unable to locate the 
owner or custodian of the 
personal property, the law 
enforcement officer or other 
authorized representative is 
authorized to confiscate the 
personal property left on 

facility constructed or 
modified in violation of this 
article until the violation has 
been corrected.  
 
(c) A violation of any of the 
provisions of this article 
shall be punishable in the 
same manner as a 
misdemeanor and 
punishable as provided by 
F.S. § 162.22 and other 
applicable city ordinances. 
Each day of any such 
violation shall constitute a 
separate and distinct 
offense.  

remove or cure the 
unacceptable lighting 
arrangement within the 
specified time stated in the 
notice, the party so 
offending shall commit a 
violation of this article and 
be punished as provided in 
section 66-54 of this 
division.  
 
Penalties.  
 
(a) Any person who takes 
any action or omission in 
violation of any provision of 
this division and fails to 
cure such violation after 
proper notice is provided, 
shall be subject to a fine of 
up to $250.00 per day per 
violation for initial violations, 
and $500.00 per day per 
violation for repeat 
violations pursuant to F.S. § 
162.09(2)(a). All penalties 
incurred as a result of 
violation of this division 
shall continue to accrue 
until such violations are 
cured.  
 
(b) The city shall have the 
right to encumber such 
property in violation of this 
division with a lien for an 
amount equal to the total 
amount of fines owed at the 
time such lien is recorded.  
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the city's beaches. The 
personal property shall 
thereafter be transferred to 
a place of safe keeping 
controlled by the city. The 
city shall hold the personal 
property until the owner or 
custodian contacts the city, 
reasonably identifies the 
property, and pays any fine 
owed under this article. 
Upon payment of the fine, 
the city shall release to the 
owner or custodian and 
upon execution of an 
appropriate receipt the 
property. If an owner or 
custodian fails to claim any 
confiscated property after it 
has been held for 90 days, 
the property shall be 
deemed abandoned and 
the city may dispose of it as 
authorized by general law.  

 Applicability Sarasota County City of Venice Longboat Key (Current) Longboat Key (Proposed) City of Anna Maria City of Bradenton Beach City of Holmes Beach 

  This article shall be 
applicable and enforceable 
on Lido Key, Siesta Key, 
Casey Key, the 
unincorporated portions of 
the Island of Venice and 
Manasota Key, as well as 
the adjacent waters in 
these jurisdictions within 
Sarasota County. The 
Board of County 
Commissioners may enter 
into an interlocal agreement 
with any municipality for the 
administration and 
enforcement of the 
provisions contained within 
this article.  

        This article shall be 
applicable and enforceable 
throughout the City of 
Bradenton Beach.  

  

 Conflict with Other 
  Ordinances Sarasota County City of Venice Longboat Key (Current) Longboat Key (Proposed) City of Anna Maria City of Bradenton Beach City of Holmes Beach 

              If this division conflicts with 
any other ordinance or 
requirement of the city, 
unless such ordinance is 
specifically directed at 
public safety, then this 
division of chapter 66 shall 
control during sea turtle 
nesting season.  

  Interpretation Sarasota County City of Venice Longboat Key (Current) Longboat Key (Proposed) City of Anna Maria City of Bradenton Beach City of Holmes Beach 
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The provisions of this article 
shall be liberally construed 
in order to effectively carry 
out its purpose. Where any 
provision of this article 
refers to or incorporates 
another provision, 
ordinance, statute, rule, 
regulation, policy, official 
publication, or other 
authority, it refers to the 
most current version, 
incorporating any 
amendments thereto or 
redesignation thereof.  

        

The provisions of this article 
shall be liberally construed 
in order to effectively carry 
out its purpose. Where any 
provision of this article 
refers to or incorporates 
another provision, 
ordinance, statute, rule, 
regulation, policy, official 
publication, or other 
authority, it refers to the 
most current version, 
incorporating any 
amendments thereto of 
redesignation thereof.  

  

  Local Approval Not  
  Exclusive Sarasota County City of Venice Longboat Key (Current) Longboat Key (Proposed) City of Anna Maria City of Bradenton Beach City of Holmes Beach 

    

Approval required pursuant 
to this article shall be in 
addition to and not in lieu of 
any federal, state, regional 
or other local approvals 
which may be required for 
the same or similar 
activities. Similarly, 
compliance with provisions 
of this article does not 
excuse any person from 
having to comply with other 
applicable federal, state, 
regional or local laws.  

  

Approval required pursuant 
to this chapter shall be in 
addition to and not in lieu of 
any federal, state, regional 
or other local approvals 
which may be required for 
the same or similar 
activities. Similarly, 
compliance with provisions 
of this chapter does not 
excuse any person from 
having to comply with other 
applicable federal, state, 
regional or local laws.  

      

Severability Sarasota County   City of Venice Longboat Key (Current) Longboat Key (Proposed) City of Anna Maria City of Bradenton Beach  City of Holmes Beach  
  It is declared to be the 

legislative intent that, if any 
section, subsection, 
sentence, clause, or 
provision of this article is 
held invalid, the remainder 
of this article shall not be 
affected.  

            

Understanding, 
Assessing & Resolving 
Light-Pollution 

Sarasota County City of Venice Longboat Key (Current) Longboat Key (Proposed) City of Anna Maria City of Bradenton Beach City of Holmes Beach 

            The City of Bradenton 
Beach may also consider 
and utilize the Florida Fish 
and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission, FMRI 
Technical Report TR-2 
"Understanding, Assessing 
and Resolving Light-
Pollution Problems on Sea 
Turtle Nesting Beaches" as 
may be amended from time 
to time, and which is hereby 
adopted and incorporated 
in this Code by reference in 
section 34-515 of this Code.  
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ORDINANCE 2016-15 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY, FLORIDA, 
RELATING TO PUBLIC SAFETY AND TO THE PROTECTION OF SEA 
TURTLES; AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES, TITLE 9 GENERAL 
REGULATIONS, CHAPTER 100 SEA TURTLES; RENAMING CHAPTER 
100 SEA TURTLES TO MARINE TURTLE PROTECTION; RENAMING 
AND AMENDING SECTION 100.02 PURPOSE OF PROVISIONS TO 
SECTION 100.01 PURPOSE OF PROVISIONS; RENAMING AND 
AMENDING SECTION 100.01 DEFINITIONS TO SECTION 100.02 
DEFINITIONS; AND AMENDING SECTION 100.02 FOR “ARTIFICIAL 
LIGHT,” “BEACH,” “COASTAL CONSTRUCTION CONTROL LINE 
(CCCL),” “DIRECT ILLUMINATION,” “LOW-PROFILE LUMINARIES,” 
“NEW DEVELOPMENT,” AND BY ADDING DEFINITIONS OF “BEACH 
ACCESS,” “COASTAL CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITIES,” 
“CUMULATIVELY ILLUMINATED,” “DECORATIVE LIGHTING,” 
“DOWNWARD-DIRECT,” “DUNE,” “EXISTING DEVELOPMENT,” 
“FDEP,” “FLOODLIGHT,” “FRONTAL DUNE,” “FWC,” “FWC 
APPROVED MARINE TURTLE FIXTURES AND BULBS,” “FWS,” 
“GROUND-LEVEL BARRIER,” “HATCHLING,” “ILLUMINATED,” 
“INDIRECTLY ILLUMINATED,” “LIGHT FIXTURE,” “MARINE TURTLE,” 
“NEST,” “NESTING SEASON,” “NIGHTTIME,” “OFFICIAL TRAFFIC 
CONTROL DEVICE,” “OFFICIAL TRAFFIC CONTROL SIGNAL,” “POINT 
SOURCE,” “PORTABLE RECREATIONAL EQUIPMENT,” “SHIELD,” 
“SHIELDED,” “SPOTLIGHT,” “TEMPORARY STRUCTURES,” “TINTED 
OR FILMED GLASS,” “UPLIGHT,” AND “VISIBLE FROM THE BEACH” 
TO THE REGULATIONS; RENAMING AND AMENDING SECTION 100.03 
FROM NEW DEVELOPMENT; REQUIREMENTS; PROHIBITIONS TO 
LIGHTING STANDARDS FOR NEW DEVELOPMENT, AMENDING 
SECTION 100.03 TO INCLUDE ADDING AND AMENDING EXTERIOR 
ARTIFICIAL LIGHT FIXTURES, SOURCES OF ARTIFICIAL LIGHT, 
DIRECT ILLUMINATION, INDIRECT ILLUMINATION, CUMULATIVE 
ILLUMINATION, FLOODLIGHTS AND ACCENT LIGHTS, MOTION 
DETECTOR LIGHTING, DUNE CROSSWALK LIGHTING, PARKING 
AREA LIGHTING, VEHICULAR LIGHTING, TINTED OR FILMED GLASS, 
AND TEMPORARY CONSTRUCTION LIGHTING; AMENDING SECTION 
100.5 EXISTING DEVELOPMENT TO INCLUDE ADDING AND 
AMENDING EXTERIOR ARTIFICIAL LIGHT FIXTURES, SOURCE OF 
ARTIFICIAL LIGHT, DIRECT ILLUMINATION, INDIRECT ILLUMINATION, 
CUMULATIVE ILLUMINATION, GROUND-LEVEL BARRIERS, INTERIOR 
LIGHTING, FLOODLIGHTS AND ACCENT LIGHTS, MOTION 
DETECTOR LIGHTING, DUNE CROSSWALK LIGHTING, VARIANCES; 
AMENDING SECTION 100.06 PUBLICLY OWNED LIGHTING TO 
INCLUDE ADDING AND AMENDING PUBLICLY OWNED LIGHTING, 
TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES AND TRAFFIC CONTROL SIGNALS; 
RENAMING SECTION 100.07 FROM ENFORCEMENT AND PENALTY 
TO PROHIBITED ACTIVITIES; DELETING REFERENCES TO 
ENFORCEMENT PROCESS IN SECTION 100.07 AND AMENDING BY 
ADDING TRANSIENT LIGHTING, OPERATION OF MOTOR VEHICLES 
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ON THE BEACH, PROMOTIONAL ACTIVITIES, FIRES ON THE BEACH, 
PLACING TRASH ON THE BEACH, LAUNCHING MOTORIZED VESSEL 
FROM THE BEACH, GOLFING ON THE BEACH, USING PUBLIC 
BEACH ACCESS FOR MECHANICAL BEACH CLEANING, ANIMALS 
ON THE BEACH; ADDING SECTION 100.08 OBSTRUCTIONS ON THE 
BEACH AND BEACH ACCESS AREAS PROHIBITED BY LIMITING 
TEMPORARY STRUCTURES AND PORTABLE RECREATIONAL 
EQUIPMENT ON THE BEACH AND PROVIDING FOR ENFORCEMENT 
AND PENALTIES; ADDING SECTION 100.09 UNLAWFUL TO KILL, 
MOLEST, OR INJURE MARINE TURTLES BY ADDING PROVISIONS OF 
CHAPTER 379.2431 OF THE FLORIDA STATUTE; RENUMBERING 
SECTION 100.07 ENFORCEMENT AND PENALTY TO SECTION 100.10 
ENFORCEMENT AND PENALTY; AMENDING SECTION 100.10 
ENFORCEMENT AND PENALTY BY PROVIDING FOR ENFORCEMENT 
AND PENALTY; ADDING SECTION 100.11 LOCAL APPROVAL NOT 
EXCLUSIVE; ADDING SECTION 100.12 APPLICABILITY; ADDING 
SECTION 100.13 SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; 
AMENDING SECTION 100.20 SEA TURTLE VEGETATION PROTECTION; 
PROVIDING FOR REPEAL OF ALL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT 
HEREWITH; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 
 
WHEREAS, the Town of Longboat Key recognizes sea turtles are protected by 

federal, state, and local law; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town of Longboat Key recognizes the Gulf of Mexico beaches of 
the Town of Longboat Key serve as prime nesting and hatching habitat for hundreds of 
sea turtles; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Town of Longboat Key recognizes that artificial lighting of 
beaches is a serious threat to sea turtles and other species utilizing its beaches; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Town of Longboat Key recognizes that nesting adult and hatchling 

sea turtles are negatively affected by artificial lighting; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Town of Longboat Key recognizes that temporary structures and 
portable recreation equipment left on the beaches is a serious threat to sea turtles; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Town of Longboat Key recognizes that nesting adult sea turtles 

are negatively affected by temporary structures and portable recreation equipment left on 
the beaches; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Town of Longboat Key desires to minimize the detrimental impact 

on sea turtles and other species utilizing its beaches; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Chapter 100 of the Town Code of Ordinances establishes the 
regulations for the protection of marine turtles on beaches and shores within the Town of 
Longboat Key, including the regulation artificial lighting, temporary structures impeding 
the movement of marine turtles and prohibited activities during marine turtle nesting 
season; and 
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WHEREAS, the Town Commission of the Town of Longboat Key, after careful 

consideration, determined that the protection of sea turtles, nesting sites, and hatchlings 
is of a significant public interest; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Town Commission, after careful consideration, determined that 

public interest in protecting sea turtles would benefit from the preventing the adverse 
effects of artificial lighting and the prohibition of and removal of temporary structures and 
portable recreational equipment from the beach that might interfere with the nesting of 
marine turtles; and 

 
WHEREAS, these amendments to the Code of Ordinances for the Town of 

Longboat Key, Florida, as provided herein, are consistent with the Town’s Comprehensive 
Plan. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY, 
FLORIDA, THAT: 
 

SECTION 1. The Whereas clauses above are ratified and confirmed as true and 
correct. 
 

SECTION 2. Title 9 General Regulations, Chapter 100, SEA TURTLES is 
hereby amended to read: 
 
Chapter 100 - SEA TURTLES MARINE TURTLE PROTECTION 
 
Sections:  

 
 100.01 100.02 - Purpose of provisions.  
 The purpose of this chapter is to protect the threatened and endangered sea 
marine turtles which nest along the beaches of the town by safeguarding the nesting 
female and hatchlings from the adverse effects sources of artificial light and from injury or 
harassment by prohibiting activities disruptive to marine turtles. 
 
 100.02 100.01 - Definitions.  
 For the purpose of this chapter, the following terms shall have the meaning set 
forth in this section: 
 
 (A) “Artificial light.”  Any source of light emanating from a human-made device. 
manmade device, including, but not limited to, incandescent mercury vapor, metal halide, 
or sodium lamps, flashlights, spotlights, street lights, vehicular lights, construction or 
security lights. 
 (B) “Beach.”  That area of unconsolidated material that extends landward from the 
mean low waterline to the place where there is a marked change in material or 
physiographic form, or to the line of permanent vegetation (usually the effective limit of 
storm waves).  
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 “Beach access.”  Any path through or over the dune used by the general public or 
private property owners for the purpose of gaining access to the beach. 
 “Coastal construction activities.” Any work or activity that may have a physical 
effect on existing coastal conditions or natural shore and inlet processes. 
 (C) “Coastal Construction Control Line (CCCL).”  The portion of the Coastal 
Construction Control Line established pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 161.053 of 
the Florida Statute that lies within Sarasota County and Manatee County. The State 
Coastal Construction Control Line for Manatee County and the original proposed State 
Coastal Construction Setback Line for Sarasota County on file in town hall.  
 “Cumulatively Illuminated.”  Illuminated by multiple artificial light sources that as a 
group illuminate any portion of the beach.  
 “Decorative lighting.”  Any source of artificial lighting used solely for accent or 
decorative purposes. Decorative lighting shall include, but are not limited to, accent 
lighting and landscape lighting. 
 (D) “Directly illuminated.”  Glowing element(s), lamp(s), or globe(s) of an artificial 
light source or electronic device(s) which illuminate, and are visible from, any portion of 
the beach. "Direct illumination of the beach." Light from a point source which is 
sufficiently strong to cast a detectable shadow on the beach on a dark, moonless night.  
 “Downward-direct.” Light fixture which directs artificial light entirely down. 
 “Dune.” A mound or ridge of loose sediments, usually sand sized, lying landward of 
the beach and deposited by any natural or artificial mechanism, which may be bare or 
covered with vegetation, and is subject to fluctuations in configuration and location. 
 “Existing development.” Any building or structure for which a building permit has 
been issued prior to the adoption of this chapter.  
 “FDEP.” Florida Department of Environmental Protection or successor agency.  
 “Floodlight.” A reflector-type light fixture which is freestanding or attached directly to 
a building or other structure and which is unshielded.  
 “Frontal dune.” The first natural or manmade mound or bluff of sand which is located 
landward of the beach and which has sufficient ground vegetation, height, continuity and 
configuration to offer protective value.  
 “FWC.” Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission or successor agency.  
 “FWC approved marine turtle fixtures and bulbs.” Fixtures and bulbs that have  been 
reviewed through the Wildlife Lighting Certification Process and approved by FWC for 
marine turtle lighting use, or similar fixtures and bulbs that meet the same lighting 
standards for marine turtle lighting use.   
 “FWS.” United States Fish and Wildlife Service or successor agency. 
 “Ground-level barrier.” Any vegetation, natural feature or artificial structure rising 
from the ground that prevents artificial light from directly, indirectly, or cumulatively 
illuminating any of the beach.  
 “Hatchling.” Any species of marine turtle, within or outside of a nest, that has 
recently hatched from an egg.  
 “Illuminated” Exposed to light from an artificial light source that does not meet the 
approved specification of this chapter in a way that produces a detectable brightness 
visible from any portion of the beach. 
 “Indirectly illuminated.” Illumination of any portion of the beach as a result of an 
artificial light source in which the artificial light source is not directly visible from any 
portion of the beach.  
 “Light fixture.” The mechanism which, or within which, sources of artificial light are 
attached.  
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 (E) “Low-profile luminaries luminaire.” Light fixture set on a base which raises the 
source of the light no higher than 48 inches off the ground, and designed in such a way 
that light is downward-direct directed downward from a hooded light source.  
 “Marine turtle.” Any marine-dwelling reptile of the families Cheloniidae or 
Dermochelyidae found in Florida waters or using any portion of the beach as nesting 
habitat, including, but not limited to, the species:  Caretta caretta (loggerhead), Chelonia 
mydas (green), Dermochelys coriacea (leatherback), Eretmochelys imbricata (hawksbill), 
and Lepidochelys kempii (Kemp's ridley).  For purposes of this chapter, marine turtle is 
synonymous with sea turtle.  
 “Nest.” An area where marine turtle eggs have been naturally deposited or 
subsequently relocated.  
 “Nesting season.” The period from May 1 through October 31 of each year, or as 
amended by FDEP, FWC, FWS or appropriate agency. 
 (F) “New development.” Shall include Includes new construction and remodeling of 
existing structures when such remodeling includes alteration of exterior lighting or 
replacement of any glass or glazing.  
 “Nighttime.”  The locally effective time period between sunset and sunrise.  
 “Official traffic control device.” All signs, signals, markings, and devices placed or 
erected by authority of a public body or official having jurisdiction for the purpose of 
regulating, warning, or guiding vehicular or pedestrian traffic. 
 “Official traffic control signal.” Any device, whether manually, electrically, or 
mechanically operated, by which vehicular or pedestrian traffic is alternately directed to 
stop and permitted to proceed. 
 (G)  “Person.” Any individual, firm, association, joint venture, partnership, estate, 
trust, syndicate, fiduciary, corporation, group, or unit or federal, state, county or municipal 
government.  
 “Point source.” Any bulb(s), lamp(s), or glowing element(s) of any light fixture or 
electronic device from which artificial light is emitted. 
 (H) “Pole lighting.” Light fixture set on a base or pole which raises the source of the 
light higher than 48 inches off the ground.  
 “Portable recreational equipment.” Any human-made object with a location or 
arrangement that is temporary or transient in nature.  Portable recreational equipment 
shall include, but are not limited to, inflatable recreational equipment, grills, volleyball 
nets, fishing equipment, or vessels. 
 “Shield.” A covering, hood or canopy or other such device with a non-reflective 
interior, which is fitted over, around and extended below an artificial light source, 
preventing light from illuminating the beach.  
 “Shielded.” Fitted with a shield.  
 “Spotlight.” Light fixture designed to project a narrow, intense beam of artificial light 
in a specific direction. 
 “Temporary structures.” Any human-made structure or objects with a location or 
arrangement that is temporary or transient in nature.  Temporary structures and objects 
shall include, but are not limited to, tents, canopies, chairs, tables, umbrellas, and 
cabanas. 
 “Tinted or filmed glass.” Any glass or glazing treated to achieve an industry-
approved, inside-to-outside light transmittance value of 45 percent or less.  Such 
transmittance is limited to the visible spectrum (400 to 700 nanometers) and is measured 
as the percentage of light that is transmitted through the glass. 
 “Uplight.” Light fixture designed to cast artificial light upward. 
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 “Visible from the beach.” Visible to a person standing on any portion of the beach.  
 
 100.03 - Lighting standards for new development.  New development; requirements; 
prohibitions.  
 It is the policy of the town commission that no artificial light illuminate any area of 
the gulf beaches of the town. To meet this intent, building and electrical plans for 
construction of single-family or multifamily dwellings, commercial or other structures, 
including electrical plans associated with parking lots, dune walkovers or other outdoor 
lighting for real property if lighting associated with such construction or development can 
be seen from the beach, shall be in compliance with the following:  
 (A) Direct illumination of the beach shall be prohibited. Wall-mounted light fixtures 
shall be fitted with hoods so that no light illuminates the beach.  
 (B) Pole lighting shall be shielded in such a way that light will be contained within an 
arc of three to 73 degrees on the seaward side of the pole. Outdoor lighting shall be held 
to the minimum necessary for security and convenience.  
 (C) Low-profile luminaries shall be used in parking lots, and such lighting shall be 
positioned so that no light illuminates the beach.  
 (D) Dune crosswalks shall utilize low-profile shielded luminaries. 
 (E) Lights on balconies shall be fitted with hoods or shades so that lights will not 
illuminate the beach.  
 (F) Temporary security lights at construction sites shall not be mounted more than 
15 feet above the ground. Illumination from the lights shall not spread beyond the 
boundary of the property being developed, and in no case shall those lights illuminate the 
beach.  
 
 In order to provide protection for nesting marine turtles and their hatchlings during 
marine turtle nesting season, the following standards are adopted for artificial light 
sources on all new development, coastal construction activities, and building and 
electrical plans for construction of any structure and shall be in compliance with the 
following, if the proposed development is water ward of the Coastal Construction Control 
Line (CCCL), or if the development creates any artificial light sources that will be visible 
from the beach.  Provisions of this section apply, but are not limited to, all new coastal 
construction activities and development, including electrical plans associated with parking 
lots, dune walkovers, or other outdoor lighting for real property: 
 (A) Exterior artificial light fixtures shall be designed and positioned so that: 
  a. The point source of artificial light or any reflective interior surface of the light 
fixture is not directly visible from the beach; and 
  b. Areas seaward of the frontal dune, or the beach in areas where the frontal 
dune no longer exists, are not directly, indirectly, or cumulatively illuminated.  
 (B) Exterior artificial light fixtures within direct line of sight of the beach are permitted 
if lights are completely shielded downlight-direct fixtures with non-reflective interior 
surfaces or completely recessed fixtures with non-reflective interior surfaces. These 
fixtures shall utilize FWC approved marine turtle fixtures and bulbs during marine turtle 
nesting season and shall be in compliance with subsection (1) of this section.  
 (C) Floodlights, uplights, spotlights, or decorative lighting in which the point source of 
artificial light or any reflective interior surface of the light fixture is directly visible from the 
beach, or which directly, indirectly, or cumulatively illuminate the beach are prohibited. All 
light fixtures on floodlights, uplights, spotlights, or decorative lighting shall utilize FWC 
approved marine turtle bulbs during marine turtle nesting season. 
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 (D) The use of motion detector switches that keep lights off except when 
approached and that switch lights on for the minimum duration possible according to the 
device are required for any exterior lights used expressly for safety or security.  
 (E) Dune crosswalks may be lighted. If lighted, dune crosswalks shall utilize low-
profile, completely shielded luminaries, with non-reflective interior surfaces directed and 
positioned so that the point source of artificial light or any reflective interior surface of the 
light fixture is not directly visible from the beach. All light fixtures on dune crosswalks 
shall utilize FWC approved marine turtle fixtures and bulbs during marine turtle nesting 
season. Dune crosswalk lighting seaward of the frontal dune, or on the beach in areas 
where the frontal dune no longer exists, shall be prohibited. 
 (F) Parking areas within direct line-of-sight of the beach shall be designed with the 
minimum lighting necessary to provide safety and security and lighting shall be: 
  1. Downward-direct and completely shielded;  
  2. Utilize low-profile luminaire and bollards to the maximum extent possible. Any 
pole lighting determined to be necessary to provide safety and security shall be 
completely shielded and installed at a maximum height of 12 feet; and 
  3. Positioned or shielded with non-reflective interior surfaces so that the light is 
downward-direct and the point source of artificial light or any reflective interior surface of 
the light fixture is not directly visible from the beach and does not directly, indirectly, or 
cumulatively illuminate the beach. 
 (G) Except for single-family residences, all newly constructed parking areas and 
driveways, including any paved or unpaved areas upon which motorized vehicles will 
park or operate, shall be designed and located to prevent vehicular headlights from 
directly, indirectly, or cumulatively illuminating the beach. 
 (H) Vehicular lighting, parking area lighting, and roadway lighting shall be downward-
direct and shielded from the beach through the use of ground level barriers. Ground level 
barriers must not interfere with marine turtle nesting or hatchling emergence, or cause 
short-term or long-term damage to the beach and/or dune system.  
 (I) Tinted or filmed glass shall be installed on all windows and doors of single- or 
multi-story structures within direct line of sight of the beach. Tint or film must meet the 
standards for tinted or filmed glass as stated in the definition of tinted or filmed glass of 
this chapter. 
 (J) Temporary lighting of construction sites during marine turtle nesting season shall 
be restricted to the minimal amount necessary and shall incorporate all standards of this 
section.  
 
 100.04 - New development; exemptions.  
 The provisions of section 100.03 of this chapter shall not apply to any structure for 
which a building permit has been issued by the building department prior to the effective 
date of this chapter.  
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 100.05 - Existing development. 
 It is the policy of the town commission that no artificial light illuminate any area of 
the gulf beaches of the town.  To meet this intent, lighting of existing structures which can 
be seen from the beach shall be in compliance with the following within six months of the 
effective date of the ordinance codified in this chapter:  
 (A) Lights illuminating buildings or associated grounds for decorative or 
recreational purposes shall be shielded or screened such that they do not illuminate the 
beach, or turned off or dimmed from sunset to sunrise during the period of May 1 to 
October 31 of each year.  
 (B) Lights illuminating dune crossovers of any areas seaward of the dune line 
shall be turned off or dimmed from sunset to sunrise during the period of May 1 to 
October 31 of each year.  
 (C) Security lighting shall be permitted throughout the night so long as low-profile 
luminaries are used and are screened to prevent direct illumination of the beach.  
 
 In order to provide protection for nesting marine turtles and their hatchlings during 
marine turtle nesting season, the following standards are adopted for artificial light 
sources on all existing developments and existing structures that are visible from the 
beach, and shall be in compliance with the following within six months of the effective 
date of the ordinance codified in this chapter: 
 (A) Existing artificial light fixtures shall be repositioned, modified, replaced or 
removed so that: 
  1. The point source of artificial light or any reflective interior surface of the light 
fixture is not directly visible from the beach; and 
  2. Areas seaward of the frontal dune, or the beach in areas where the frontal 
dune no longer exists, are not directly, indirectly, or cumulatively illuminated during 
marine turtle nesting season. 
 (B) One or more of the following measures shall be taken to reduce or eliminate the 
negative effects of existing exterior artificial lighting, so that all existing developments are 
in compliance with subsection (1) of this section:  
  1. Replace fixtures having an exposed point source of artificial light with 
completely shielded downlight-direct fixtures with non-reflective interior surfaces or 
completely recessed fixtures with non-reflective interior surfaces which utilize FWC 
approved marine turtle fixtures and bulbs;  
  2. Replace traditional light bulbs with FWC approved marine turtle fixtures and 
bulbs;  
  3. Replace non-directional fixtures with completely shielded downward-direct 
fixtures with non-reflective interior surfaces which utilize FWC approved marine turtle 
fixtures and bulbs;  
  4. Replace fixtures having transparent or translucent coverings with shields with 
non-reflective interior surfaces designed to be in compliance with subsection (1) of this 
section and utilize FWC approved marine turtle fixtures and bulbs; 
  5. Replace pole lamps with low-profile, low-level luminaries which utilize FWC 
approved marine turtle fixtures and bulbs; 
  6. Plant or improve native vegetation buffers between the point source of 
artificial light and the beach to sufficiently screen artificial light from directly, indirectly, or 
cumulatively illuminating the beach;  
  7. Construct a ground-level barrier to shield point sources of artificial light from 
the beach.  Ground level barriers must not interfere with marine turtle nesting or hatchling 
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emergence, or cause short-term or long-term damage to the beach and/or dune system; 
and 
  8. Remove, turn off, or disable any fixture which cannot be brought into 
compliance with the provisions of this chapter.  
 (C) One or more of the following measures shall be taken to reduce or eliminate the 
negative effects of interior light emanating from doors and windows within direct line of 
sight of the beach during marine turtle nesting season:  
  1. Apply window tint or film. Tint or film must meet the standards for tinted or 
filmed as stated in the definition of tinted or filmed glass of this chapter. 
  2. Rearrange moveable lighting fixtures away from windows; 
  3. Use window treatments (e.g., blinds, curtains) to shield interior lights from the 
beach; and/or  
  d. Turn off unnecessary lights. 
 (D) Floodlights, uplights, spotlights, or decorative lighting in which the point source of 
artificial light or any reflective interior surface of the light fixture is directly visible from the 
beach, or which directly, indirectly, or cumulatively illuminate the beach are prohibited. All 
light fixtures on floodlights, uplights, spotlights, or decorative lighting shall utilize FWC 
approved marine turtle bulbs during marine turtle nesting season. 
 (E) The use of motion detector switches that keep lights off except when 
approached and that switch lights on for the minimum duration possible according to the 
device are required for any existing exterior lights used expressly for safety or security 
during marine turtle nesting season.  
 (F) Existing dune crosswalks may be lighted. If lighted, existing illumination of dune 
crosswalk shall utilize low-profile, completely shielded luminaries, with non-reflective 
interior surfaces directed and positioned so that the point source of artificial light or any 
reflective interior surface of the light fixture is not directly visible from the beach. All light 
fixtures on dune crosswalks must utilize FWC approved marine turtle fixtures and bulbs 
during marine turtle nesting season. Dune crosswalk lighting seaward of the frontal dune, 
or on the beach in areas where the frontal dune no longer exists, shall be prohibited. 
 (G) The Town Commission is authorized to grant variances to the date of 
compliance, after notice to the owner and a public hearing, where lighting installed before 
the adoption of the ordinance from which this chapter derives would be in violation of this 
chapter. Requests for variances must be submitted in writing to the town clerk. The 
variance will be considered by the Town Commission at a regularly scheduled meeting. 
Such variances may be granted only where the applicant has demonstrated that the 
application of these standards to lighting will cause such an undue and unique hardship 
to the property, and that more time is needed to amortize the owner’s reasonable 
investment in the lighting. In granting a variance, the Town Commission shall specify a 
schedule and plan to attain compliance. Violation of the terms of such a plan or schedule 
shall constitute a violation of this chapter.  
 
 100.06 - Publicly owned lighting.  
 Street lights and lighting at parks and other publicly owned beach access areas 
shall be subject to the following:  
 (A) Whenever possible, streetlights shall be located so that the bulk of their 
illumination will travel away from the beach.  
 (B) Lights at parks or other public beach access points shall be shielded or shaded 
or shall not be utilized during the period May 1 to October 31 of each year.  
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 All publicly owned lighting with light sources that are visible from the beach 
including, but not limited to, streetlights, parking lot lights, and beach access lighting, 
shall be:  
 A.  Fitted with a shield or positioned so that the point source of artificial light is not 
visible from the beach and do not directly, indirectly, or cumulatively illuminate the beach; 
or 
 B.  Extinguished between sunset and sunrise during marine turtle nesting season. 
 C.  Specifically exempted from the terms of this chapter are official traffic control 
devices and official traffic control signals. 
 
 100.07 - Prohibited activities  Enforcement and penalty. 
 Sections 100.01 through 100.07 of this chapter shall be enforced by the code 
enforcement board in accordance with the provisions of chapter 33, sections 33.01 
through 33.12 of this Code. 
  The following activities and situations are prohibited on the beach:  
 A. Any transient lighting which purposely illuminates nesting sea turtles or 
hatchlings from sunset to sunrise during marine turtle nesting season. This prohibition 
does not apply to persons who have authorization or a permit to engage in marine turtle 
conservation or research issued by FWS, FWC, FDEP or the town, and who are acting in 
conformance with such authorization or permit;  
 B. The operation of all motorized vehicles, with the exception of: 
   (1) Emergency and law enforcement vehicles; 
   (2) Persons who have authorization or a permit to engage in marine turtle 
conservation or research issued by FWS, FDEP, FWC or the town, and who are acting in 
conformance with such authorization or permit; and 
   (3) Construction, renourishment, and beach cleaning activities that have 
authorization or a permit to operate motorized vehicles on the beach as issued by FWS, 
FDEP, FWC or the town, and who are acting in conformance with such authorization or 
permit; 
 C. Engage in promotional or commercial activities or otherwise hold a special 
event, as defined in Chapter 92, Subsection 92.06(A) of the Town of Longboat Key Code 
of Ordinances, without first obtaining a special events permit pursuant to Chapter 92, 
Subsection 92.06 of the Town of Longboat Key Code of Ordinances; 
 D. Start a fire, other than fires for cooking purposes contained in a grill or stove, 
pursuant to Chapter 92, Subsection 92.05(F) of the Town of Longboat Key Code of 
Ordinances; 
 E. Throw, place, or deposit any paper, food, trash, cans, bottles, or other refuse, 
except in designated refuse containers pursuant to Chapter 92, Subsection 92.05(G) of 
the Town of Longboat Key Code of Ordinances; 
 F. Launch a motorized vessel into the waters of the Gulf of Mexico by bringing it 
across the beach, except in an emergency pursuant to Chapter 92, Subsection 92.05(K) 
of the Town of Longboat Key Code of Ordinances; 
 G. Golf, including chip and putt pursuant to Chapter 92, Subsection 92.05(M) of 
the Town of Longboat Key Code of Ordinances; 
 H. Use any public beach access for the transportation of mechanical beach 
cleaning equipment pursuant to Chapter 92, Subsection 92.05(N) of the Town of 
Longboat Key Code of Ordinances; 
 I. Possess any pet or animal on the beach except as provided in Chapter 92, 
Subsection 92.04 of the Town of Longboat Key Code of Ordinances; or 
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 J. Engage in any other activity in violation of Chapter 92 of the Town of Longboat 
Key Code of Ordinances. 
 
 100.08 - Obstructions on the beach and beach access areas prohibited. 
  The following activities and situations are prohibited on the beach and beach 
access areas:  
 A. No temporary structure(s) or portable recreational equipment shall be located 
on the beach or public beach access located within the corporate limits of the Town of 
Longboat Key from 11:00 p.m. until 5:00 a.m. daily, except as otherwise permitted in this 
chapter.  
 B. Unattended or abandoned temporary structure(s) or portable recreational 
equipment are declared a public nuisance and interfere with the use of the natural beach 
environment for nesting habitat. Any temporary structure(s) or article(s) of portable 
recreational equipment that remain on the beach or public beach access in violation of 
this chapter shall be deemed abandoned by the owner and shall be tagged or removed 
by the code enforcement officer or designee. Any temporary structure(s) or portable 
recreational equipment so removed shall be stored in areas designated by the Town for 
that purpose of avoiding interference with marine turtles. After 90 days of impoundment, 
as required by Chapter 705.103 of the Florida Statute, the town may dispose of any 
item(s) removed pursuant to this section. The town may, by resolution, enact an 
impoundment fee to be collected at the time any items are retrieved from impoundment 
by the party claiming the item(s). 
 C. From 11:00 p.m. until 5:00 a.m. daily, temporary structures that are relocated 
as close to the dune, or where there are no dunes or native vegetation, are relocated as 
close as practicable to an existing permanent structure or the line of buildings, will not be 
considered abandoned or in violation of this chapter, provided: 
  1. Such temporary structures shall not be placed on the dune or on native 
vegetation; 
  2. Such temporary structures shall be stored in a neat and orderly manner as 
much as possible; 
  3. Such temporary structures shall not inhibit access to the beach from the 
nearest public beach access, nor obstruct access on the beach, nor adversely impact 
native vegetation, nor significantly affect marine turtles; and  
  4. Such temporary structures shall not be placed on any public beach access 
point.  
 
 100.09 - Unlawful to kill, molest, or injure marine turtles.  
 In accordance with Chapter 379.2431 of the Florida Statute “Marine Turtle 
Protection Act” and the Endangered Species Act of 1973, it shall be unlawful for any 
person to kill, molest, harass, or cause direct or indirect injury to any species of marine 
turtle within the corporate limits of the town or its jurisdictional waters. It shall be unlawful 
to collect or possess any part of a marine turtle, turtle nest and/or egg(s). The Town of 
Longboat Key will cooperate with appropriate state and federal agencies in prosecuting 
violations of the act.  
 
 100.07  100.10 - Enforcement and penalty. 
 Sections 100.01 through 100.07 of this chapter shall be enforced by the code 
enforcement board in accordance with the provisions of chapter 33, sections 33.01 
through 33.12 of this Code.  
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 The code enforcement officer shall have the power to enforce the provisions of this 
chapter through civil fines and administrative proceedings, including, but not limited to, 
code enforcement proceedings in accordance with Chapter 33 of the Code of Ordinances 
of the Town of Longboat Key, Chapter 162 of the Florida Statute, and by equitable or 
legal judicial proceedings.  Each day of any such violation shall constitute a separate and 
distinct offense.  
 
 100.11 - Local approval not exclusive. 
 Approval required pursuant to this chapter shall be in addition to and not in lieu of 
any federal, state, regional or other local approvals which may be required for the same 
or similar activities. Similarly, compliance with provisions of this chapter does not excuse 
any person from having to comply with other applicable federal, state, regional or local 
laws.  
 
 100.12 - Applicability. 
 This chapter shall be applicable and enforceable throughout the Town of Longboat 
Key. 
 
 100.13 - Severability. 
 It is declared to be the legislative intent that, if any section, subsection, sentence, 
clause, or provision of this chapter is held invalid, the remainder of this chapter shall not 
be affected.  
 
 100.20 - Sea Marine turtle vegetation protection.  
 
 (A) It shall be unlawful for any person, without the express written permission 
from the town manager, to cut, trim, modify, fertilize, defoliate, kill, harm, or in any way 
alter vegetation planted on the west side of Gulf of Mexico Drive between 3495 Gulf of 
Mexico Drive and 4011 Gulf of Mexico Drive located within the FDOT right-of-way 
between the paved portion of Gulf of Mexico Drive and the westerly sidewalk.  
 (2) Any person, firm, company, corporation, association or agent of any person, 
firm, company, corporation, association who violates subsection 100.20(A) shall be 
deemed guilty of a misdemeanor in the first degree and upon conviction shall be fined in 
a sum of not more than $500.00 for each occurrence or imprisoned for not more than 60 
days with unlawful activity concerning each plant constituting a separate offense.  
Nothing contained herein shall preclude prosecution under the Marine Protection Turtle 
Act (F.S. § 370.12 as may be amended) or the Federal Endangered Species Act.  
 
 SECTION 3. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or provision of this 
Ordinance is held invalid, the remainder of the Ordinance shall not be affected. 
 
 SECTION 4. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith shall be and 
the same are hereby repealed. 
 
 SECTION 5. This Ordinance shall take effect upon second reading in accordance 
with Law and the Charter of the Town of Longboat Key. 
 
 Passed on the first reading on the ______ day of ________________, 2016. 
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 Adopted on second reading and public hearing the _____ day of _____________, 
2016. 
 
     _____________________________ 
     Jack G. Duncan, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
____________________________________ 
Trish Granger, Town Clerk 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                                   

 
End of Agenda Item  
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