MEMORANDUM

DATE: May 10, 2016

TO: Planning and Zoning Board

FROM: Maika Arnold, Planner
Planning, Zoning and Building Department

RE: Ordinance 2016-10: Comprehensive Plan Update
Mobility Element (Replaces the Transportation Element)

With the adoption of the 2011 Community Planning Act, the Florida Legislature revised
the substantive requirements for local government Comprehensive Plans to be less
onerous and more attuned to community planning efforts. These statutory revisions, in
conjunction with the Town’s efforts to move forward the Urban Land Institute’s Advisory
Panel Report recommendation to reform the Comprehensive Plan (Plan), establish an
opportunity for the Town to develop a 215t Century Comprehensive Plan to guide the
future growth, redevelopment, and revitalization of the barrier island community.

Longboat Key has had a long-standing Interlocal Agreement with Sarasota County for the
collection and allocation of Transportation Impact fees. Historically, these fees were
collected by the Town and deposited into a fund with Sarasota County for the purpose of
eventual improvements at the intersection of U.S. 41 and Gulfstream. The fees were
minimal and had never reached an amount to complete any improvement projects at the
intersection.

In 2015, the City of Sarasota prepared its own Mobility Plan and separated into its own
Mobility District, thus eliminating the need for Sarasota County to maintain the special
fund for the U.S. 41 and Gulfstream intersection. Subsequently, Sarasota County adopted
a new Mobility Plan, which replaced their Transportation Plan. The Town Commission
then adopted a revised Interlocal Agreement with Sarasota County on December 7, 2015,
to establish a special Mobility Fee District for the Sarasota County portion of Longboat
Key and to delineate the Mobility Fee framework. The Interlocal Agreement was adopted
by Sarasota County on December 8, 2015.

Ordinance 2016-10 converts the Town’s Transportation Element of the Comprehensive
Plan into a new Mobility Element, which address vehicular, pedestrian, and bicycle usage.
It encourages the principles of “Complete Streets,” which is a concept promoting
accessible design and encourages transformation of streets into functional and
welcoming places for both vehicles and pedestrians.



Ordinance 2016-10, Comprehensive Plan Update Meeting Date: May 17, 2016
Mobility Element (Replaces the Transportation Element)
Page: 2

At the April 19, 2016, Planning and Zoning Board (P&Z Board) Meeting, Staff introduced
draft versions of various revised Comprehensive Plan Elements intended to create a more
user-friendly Comprehensive Plan that is easier to read, understand, and apply. Staff
received comments from the P&Z Board and will bring additional information to the June
workshop. Staff did not present any information on the Mobility Element, but has compiled
information to discuss.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Highway_Capacity_Manual
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/AASHTO
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