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Agenda Item No. 6.B.

You're Invited to Participate in a Series of Candidate
Interviews Hosted by the ManaSota League of Cities,
Florida League of Cities and Florida Association of
Counties

When
9, 201
8‘?{; IKJ to, Z-gOF?M You are invited to participate in a series of Legislative
Add to Cal én Sar Candidate Interviews. This is an opportunity to meet and
e s talk with candidates running in Senate District 23 about
their campaign, their background and responses to

Where questions.

1565 1st street
Sarasota, FL 34236
1565 1st Street
Sarasota, FL 34236

Get More Information and

Register to Participate

Fruitille § Direst any questions to:
Megan Sirjane-Samples
Legislative Advocate

Florida League of Cities
msirjanesamples@ficities.com
850-701-3655

Bahia Mista S5t

L ARURETON PeAE
3 2046 Wicrosofi Corporation
; @ 2016 HERE

Thank you and we look forward to seeing you there!

Sincerely,
ManaSota League of Cities, Florida League of Cities and
Florida Association of Counties

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?m=11044697735058&ca=07b003b4-0631-46d4-81a3-229660afa... 7/5/2016
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Gail Loeffler

From: Trish Granger

Sent: Wednesday, June 29, 2016 10:36 AM
To: Gail Loeffler

Subject: FW: Manasota League of Cities

From: Leigh Holt [mailto:Leigh@mympo.org]

Sent: Wednesday, June 29, 2016 8:51 AM
To: Pamela.nadalini@sarasotagov.com; Trish Granger <tgranger@longboatkey.org>
Subject: Manasota League of Cities

Could you please add me to your distribution list for the Manasota League of Cities? | am a new staff
member at the Sarasota/Manatee MPO responsible for community outreach and would like to attend
your meetings whenever possible. | am also hoping we can share information for development of our
legislative agendas. We want to make sure the MPO is supporting the league’s transportation
priorities. Thank you.

Leigh Holt
Sarasota/Manatee MPO
7632 15" Street East
Sarasota, FLL 34243-3248
Office: 941-359-5772
leigh@mympo.org

www.mympo.org




Gail Loeffler

From: Allison Payne [APayne@flcities.com]

Sent: Wednesday, June 15, 2016 11:05 AM

Cc: Scott Dudley; Kathy Till; Megan Sirjane-Samples
Subject: Advocacy Tips for Local/Regional Leagues - June Issue
Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

Local and Regional League Officers and Directors:

Please find the latest advocacy tip for June. Please share this with your members and post on your websites,
etc.. This issue focuses on the FLC Legislative Policy Committee Application for 2016-17. FLC encourages all
municipal officials to serve on a legislative policy committee to help formulate the League’s legislative
priorities and be a part of the FLC advocacy team.

Please encourage your members to apply,

Thank you,

Allison Payne

FL League of Cities
850-701-3602

B Florida League of
Cities

Advocacy in Action

Summer Advocacy Strategies for Success

Why You Should Become Part of the Process

Junecan only mean one thing. It's time once again to sign up for one of

the League's policy committees. Your participation on ene of the five B
committees means you'll be involved in developing the League's

Legislative Action Agenda which addresses priority issues that.are most -

likely to affect daily municipal governance and local decision making

during the upcoming legislative session.

The benefits of being involved are numerous:




You know and understand your city better than anyone. Policy committee members help League
staff understand the real world implications of proposed legislation and are asked to serve as advocates
throughout'the legislative process.

For newly elected officials or new advocates, it's a great way to meet elected leaders from around the
state and get in-depth knowledge on issues impacting Florida's cities.

There's probably no better way to really learn about an issue. And once you do, you can use that
knowledge when you communicate the | eague’s message with legislators.

When vetting issues during the committee meetings, you'll quickly discover you're not the only city
facing the challenge, which means you can talk with other officials about how they're addressing the
issue in theircommunity.

We encourage you to find out more about each committee and the subject matter they address. by
clicking on the links below to view the committee pages.

Energy, Environment and Natural Resources
Finance, Taxation and Personnel

Growth Management and Economic Affairs
Transportation and Intergovernmental Relations
Urban Administration

Now that you're ready to get involved...we've made it easy for you to do se! Just click on the link below to
sign up. Appointments will be announced after the 2016 FLC Annual Conference,

e 2016-2017 Legislative Committee Sign-Up Form

Thank you in advance for your decision to get involved. We look forward to working with you as we

prepare for the 2017 legislative session. Together we can make a difference!

2016-2017 Policy Committee Meeting Dates:

e  September 30 - Embassy Suites Lake Buena Vista
e October 28 - Embassy Suites Lake Buena Vista
* December 8 - Embassy Suites Lake Buena Vista (Legislative Conference)

VWant to'talk more about advocacy?
Contact: Allison Payne, Advocacy: Programs Manager or
Kathy Till, Advecacy Consultant
Visit-our web site at: www . flcities.com




The Florida League of Cities’
Legislative Policy Development Process

More than 3,000 bills are filed each year and League staff typically tracks more than 800 for potential
impact on municipalities. Florida’s legislative session is regularly scheduled for 60 days a year. Because
of this comptessed timeframe, it is important for city officials and League staff to focus on a limited
number of legislative priorities and ensure the priorities:

® Adhere to the League’s patamount goal of preserving municipal home rule powets;

® Areissues that directly affect the functions of municipal government (as opposed to affecting

municipal citizens generally);
e Are issues of statewide, rather than local or regional, interest;
® Require state legislative action rather than seek changes to constitutional or federal law; and

* Do not seek legislative authotization for something that municipalities already possess the
power to do under their home rule powers, if they so choose.

The League’s purpose is to focus on those legislative issues most likely to affect daily
municipal governance and local decision making. The Municipal Home Rule Powers Act and the
Florida Constitution provide that cities in Flotida have the authority to govetn themselves locally,
independent of state control. Preserving Home Rule, educating citizens on this valuable right and
maintaining a focus on those issues that directly affect self-governance, service delivery and the quality
of life of each municipality are essential goals of the Florida League of Cities.

Legislative Policy Committees

The business of the League is conducted by its Board of Directors, but the League’s legislative policies
are shaped through a grass roots process beginning with tecommendations from “Legislative Policy
Committees” and culminating in adoption of a “Legislative Action Agenda™ by the League’s general
membership.

Legislative Policy Committee members, their chaits and vice-chairs ate appointed each year by the
League president. Any city official is eligible to serve on a Policy Committee. Appointments are usually
based upon a city official’s support and advocacy of the League’s adopted Legislative Action Agenda,
as well as their participation at meetings, Legislative Action Day and other legislative-related activities.
The Policy Committees typically meet in August, September, October and November to discuss
potential legislative priorities. There are cutrently five standing legislative policy committees:

Energy, Envitonment and Natural Resources Committee: This committee addresses
policies specific to municipal concerns with coastal management, energy, envitonmental and
wetlands permitting, hazardous and toxic wastes, recycling, solid waste collection and disposal,
stormwater, wastewater treatment and reuse, water management, water quality and quantity.

Finance, Taxation and Petsonnel Committee: This committee addresses municipal roles
in general finance and tax issues, Home Rule revenues, infrastructure funding, insurance, local
option revenues, pension issues, personnel and collective bargaining issues, revenue sharing,
tax and budget reform, telecommunications and workers’ compensation.



Growth Management and Economic Affairs Committee: This committee addresses
policies specific to municipal concerns with community redevelopment, economic
development, growth management and land use planning issues, annexation, eminent domain,
tort liability and propetty rights.

Transportation and Intergovernmental Relations Committee: This committee addresses
municipal concerns relating to transportation and highway safety, as well as aviation,
affordable housing (and homelessness), billboards, building codes, charter schools, rights-of-
way and veterans affairs.

Utban Administration Committee: This committee addresses munrcipal concerns with
building and fite safety codes, code enforcement, elections, emergency management, gaming,
homeland security, public meetings, public property management, public records, public
safety, and procurement, as well as charter counties and special districts.

The League encourages every city to participate in legislative policy committees and strives to balance
the committees’ with respect to geographic location and the size of the cities tepresented. In reality,
not every city is able to participate and, therefore, it is possible the policy committees may not be truly
reflective of the full diversity of the League’s membership. The Legislative Committee can help
balance any potential imbalances in policy committee representation.

The Legislative Committee

A key component to the final adoption of the League’s Legislative Action Agenda is the Legislative
Committee. The Legislative Committee is comptised of each legislative policy committee chair and
the chaits of the other standing committees; the president of each local and regional league; the
presidents of sevetal other municipal associations; chairs of the municipal trust boards; and several at-
large membets appointed by the League president. These officials typically meet at the Legislative
Conference to review the recommended priorities of the five Legislative Policy Committees.

The role of the Legislative Committee is to provide a “big picture” perspective to ensure that issues
are truly representative of statewide municipal intetests, not duplicative or in conflict, and are timely
and properly presented. The Legislative Committee may limit, reject, prioritize or rank
recommendations. The policy priorities as adopted by the Legislative Committee are then
recommended to the general membership for approval as the League’s Legislative Action Agenda.

The Business Session

The proposed Legislative Action Agenda is then brought before the full general membership for
considetation, possible amendment and adoption at a Business Session duting one of the League’s
conferences. The general membership may limit, reject, priotitize or rank recommendations.
'The Business Session is held on the final day of the Legislative Conference.
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