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Agenda Item: Request for Referendum from Mr. Charles Whittall, Unicorp National 

Developments, Inc., for Property Located at 1620 Gulf of Mexico Drive 
(The Colony Beach and Tennis Club)  

 
Presenter: Town Manager and Staff 
 
Summary: Mr. Charles Whittall, representing Unicorp National Developments, 

Inc., and The Colony Beach and Tennis Club Association, has 
submitted a request for a referendum to allow the Town to consider an 
increase in density of 180 residential units, over and above the 237 
existing tourism units on the property located at 1620 Gulf of Mexico 
Drive. Mr. Whittall requests that the Commission place the item before 
the electors and waive the requirement for signatures as provided for 
in the Town Charter. 

 
Attachments: 9-14-16 Memo, Planning, Zoning and Building Director to Manager;  
 PowerPoint Presentation; 

7-28-2016 Letter, Mr. Charles Whittall to Mayor Jack Duncan; 
Town Charter, Article II, Section 22; 
Town Code Chapter 160.04; 
Town Charter, Article VII, Section 2. 

 
Recommended 
Action: Pending discussion, provide direction to Manager. 
 
 



M E M O R A N D U M  
 

DATE: September 15, 2016 
 
TO: David Bullock, Town Manager 
 
FROM: Alaina Ray, AICP  
 Director – Planning, Zoning and Building Department 
 
SUBJECT: Request for Referendum from Mr. Charles Whittall, Unicorp National 

Developments, Inc., for Property Located at 1620 Gulf of Mexico Drive 
(The Colony Beach and Tennis Club) 

  
 
The Town has received a letter from Mr. Charles Whittall, representing Unicorp National 
Developments, Inc. and The Colony Beach and Tennis Club Association, has submitted 
a request for a referendum to allow the Town to consider an increase in density of 180 
residential units, over and above the 237 existing tourism units on the property located 
at 1620 Gulf of Mexico Drive. Mr. Whittall requests that the Commission place the item 
before the electors and waive the requirement for signatures as provided for in the 
Town Charter. 

The Colony Beach and Tennis Club (the Colony) plot plan was approved by the Town 
Commission on November 21, 1972, for the development of a 237-unit tourism resort 
hotel on the land that consists of approximately 17.3 acres of land. The zoning of the 
property at the time of the plot plan approval was for an H-2 Zoning District, which 
allowed for a maximum density of 14 units per acre of land, which would have allowed a 
maximum of 242 tourism units. Building permits were issued by the Town on February 
20, 1973, and the property was subsequently developed with the 237 approved tourism 
units (one unit was later allowed to be considered Residential). In 1985, the Town 
revised its Zoning Map and reduced the allowed density Town-wide, which reclassified 
the Colony property to a T-6 Zoning District with a maximum allowed density of 6 units 
per acre. This rendered the Colony nonconforming for density.     

The Colony was closed on August 15, 2010, following a bankruptcy filing for the 
property. The nonconforming density could have been considered abandoned after 
August 15, 2011; however, the Town Commission has extended the nonconforming 
status multiple times as allowed per Section 158.38 of the Town’s Land Development 
Code. The most recent extension, approved by Resolution 2016-18, granted an 
extension of the nonconforming density to June 30, 2018. 

Mr. Whittall’s stated intent for the property is development of a 180-room resort hotel, up 
to 180 whole-ownership residential condominiums, and up to 57 fractional-ownership 
timeshare units. 
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REFERENDUM REQUEST 

Property: 1620 Gulf of Mexico Drive  
    Total Acreage: 17.3 acres 

Current Future Land Use Designation: High-Density Tourist 
Resort/Commercial (TRC-6) 
Current Zoning District: High-Density Tourist 
Resort/Commercial (T-6) 
237 Existing Tourism Units (Legal Nonconforming) 
Requested Density: 180 Residential Units over and above 
the existing 237 Tourism Units 
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 THE COLONY BEACH AND TENNIS CLUB ASSOCIATION, INC.  
 A Florida Condominium Association 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Jay R. Yablon, President 
Bruce V. Pinsky, Vice President 
Bob Erazmus, Treasurer 
Brenda Joyce, Secretary 

1620 Gulf of Mexico Drive 
Longboat Key, Florida 34228 

Blake Fleetwood 
John McCarthy 
Greg Rusovich 

George Wehrlin 
Sal Zizza 

July 10, 2016 
 
Hon. Jack Duncan, Mayor 
Town of Longboat Key 
501 Bay Isles Rd 
Longboat Key, FL 34228 
 
  Re:  Re-development of the Colony Beach and Tennis Club 

 1620 Gulf of Mexico Drive, Longboat Key, FL 
 
Dear Mayor Duncan: 
 
 As resolved by the Board of Directors of the Colony beach and Tennis Club Association, 
Inc., please accept this letter as authorization for Unicorp National Developments, Inc. and 
Unicorp Acquisitions, LLC to act as the representative for the Colony Beach and Tennis Club 
Association, Inc. with respect to the re-development of the Colony Beach and Tennis Club located 
at 1620 Gulf of Mexico Drive, Longboat Key, FL 34228 to a Five Star resort inclusive of 
residential Condominiums and a hotel. This authorization will remain in effect until revoked, if 
ever, by action of the Association’s Board of Directors and written notice of such revocation to 
the Town. 
 
Very Truly Yours, 

 
Jay R. Yablon 
President 

 











 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                                   

 
End of Agenda Item  
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