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Agenda Item: Referendum Request for Certain Properties Located at 5810 Gulf of 

Mexico Drive (Whitney Beach Plaza) 
 
Presenter: Town Manager and Staff 
 
Summary: Mr. Ryan Snyder, representative for Whitney Plaza, LLC., submitted a 

request for a referendum to be placed before the electors of the Town 
of Longboat Key to allow the Town to consider conversion of the 
property commonly known as Whitney Plaza to Residential Use with a 
maximum density not to exceed six (6) units per acre. 

 
Attachments: 12-3-16 Memo, PZB Director to Manager; 

PowerPoint Presentation; 
 11-9-16 Letter Snyder to Mayor; 
 Town Charter, Article II, Section 22; 

Town Code Chapter 160.04; 
Town Charter, Article VII, Section 2. 

 
Recommended 
Action: Pending discussion, provide direction to Manager. 
 
 



M E M O R A N D U M  
 

DATE: December 3, 2016 
 
TO: David Bullock, Town Manager 
 
FROM: Alaina Ray, AICP  
 Director – Planning, Zoning and Building Department 
 
SUBJECT: Referendum Request for Certain Properties Located at 5810 Gulf of 

Mexico Drive (Whitney Beach Plaza)  
  
 
On November 9, 2016, a letter was received from Mr. Ryan Snyder, representative for 
Whitney Plaza, LLC., requesting a referendum to be placed before the electors of the 
Town of Longboat Key to allow the Town to consider conversion of the property 
commonly known as Whitney Beach Plaza to Residential Use with a maximum density 
not to exceed six (6) units per acre. 

The Town Commission previously granted approval for an identical referendum for this 
property and the referendum question was placed before the electors of the Town of 
Longboat Key in the general election held on November 8, 2016. The referendum was 
rejected by the Town’s voters, with 3,055 against the proposal and 2,088 in favor. 

Mr. Snyder requests that the Town Commission waive the requirement for obtaining the 
requisite number of signatures as provided for in the Town Charter and place a 
referendum question before the electors in a Special Election as soon as practical. Mr. 
Snyder acknowledges and agrees that the applicant will bear all responsibility for costs 
associated with the referendum.  

  
 
    
 



DENSITY REFERENDUM REQUEST:
WHITNEY BEACH PLAZA 
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PROPERTY LOCATION
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PROPERTY INFORMATION

• Properties: Manatee County Parcel ID numbers
7803800007, 7805000051, and 7818700059; more
commonly known as Whitney Beach Plaza

• Total Acreage: approximately five (5) acres (approx. 3.5
uplands)

• Current Future Land Use Designation: General Commercial
(CG)

• Current Zoning District: General Commercial (C-2)

• Currently NO Existing Residential Density on the Properties
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RECENT REFERENDUM REQUEST

• The Town Commission previously granted approval
for an identical referendum for this property

• Referendum question was placed before the electors
of the Town of Longboat Key in the general election
held on November 8, 2016

• The referendum was rejected by the Town’s voters,
with 3,055 against the proposal and 2,088 in favor.
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NEW REFERENDUM REQUEST

• Requested Residential Density: 6 units per acre
(would allow approx. 21 units total)

• Requests Town Commission waive the requirement
for obtaining the requisite number of signatures as
provided for in the Town Charter

• Requests a Special Election as soon as practical

• Acknowledges and agrees that the applicant will bear
all responsibility for costs associated with the
referendum
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End of Agenda Item  
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