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MINUTES 
LONGBOAT KEY TOWN COMMISSION 

REGULAR WORKSHOP 
FEBRUARY 17, 2015 - 1:00 P.M. 

 
Present: Mayor Jim Brown, Vice Mayor Jack Duncan, Commrs. Terry Gans, Lynn 

Larson, Irwin Pastor, Phill Younger, Pat Zunz 
 
Also: Town Manager Dave Bullock, Town Attorney Maggie Mooney-Portale, 
Present: Town Clerk Trish Granger 
 
CALL TO ORDER/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Mayor Brown called the February 17, 2015, Regular Workshop to order at 1:12 p.m., 
in the Town Commission Chamber, 501 Bay Isles Road, Longboat Key, Florida, and 
Commr. Gans led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
PUBLIC TO BE HEARD 
1. Opportunity for Public to Address Town Commission 
 
A. Public Works/Planning, Zoning, and Building Department 
Ms. Madelyn Spoll, Harbourside Drive, commented on the status of the development of 
Bayfront Park. 
 
Following comments by Mayor Brown, Town Manager Dave Bullock advised that the 
Commission will consider Concept Plan options at the March Workshop and discussed the 
timeframe for construction of the project. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
2. Manatee County Special Liaison Report - No items were presented. 
 
3. Sarasota County Special Liaison Report - No items were presented. 
 
4. ManaSota League of Cities Report - No items were presented. 
 
5. Other Reports - No items were presented. 
 
DISCUSSION ITEMS 
6. Utilities Undergrounding Update 
Town staff will present updated cost information, and funding options for utility 
undergrounding.  The Town’s undergrounding consultants will be present at the February 
17, 2015 Regular Workshop Meeting to answer Town Commission questions.  
Recommended Action:  Pending discussion, provide direction to Manager. 
 
Following comments by Town Manager Dave Bullock, Assistant Town Manager Anne 
Ross and Mr. Danny Brannon, P.E. of Brannon and Gillespie, LLC, gave a PowerPoint 
presentation on utilities undergrounding.  Discussions were held with Town Manager 
Bullock, Assistant Town Manager Ross, Mr. Brannon, Attorney Duane Draper, Bond 
Counsel of Bryant, Miller, and Olive law firm, and Town Attorney Maggie Mooney-Portale, 
on the following topics/issues: 
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6. Utilities Undergrounding Update - Continued 
 
 - inclusion of contingency and the effect on the project costs 
 - cost experience of other communities/borrowing process 
 - comparison of estimated costs for Gulf of Mexico Drive (GMD) versus cost for 

undergrounding in neighborhoods 
 - feeder lines on GMD versus neighborhood lines 
 - placement of utilities in right-of-way versus obtaining easements 
 - Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) lighting standards/requirements/ 

compliance 
 - ad valorem versus non ad valorem assessment 
 - GMD property owners pay only ad valorem costs with no additional non ad valorem 

assessment 
 - GMD assessment based on property value and millage established versus non ad 

valorem based on proportionate share in an individual benefit calculation 
 - additional option for a referendum for GMD as non ad valorem 
 - time line for project (approximately 3 years for GMD only/3-6 years for Town Wide) 
 - district options for ad valorem versus non ad valorem taxing 
 - Commission discretion to postpone neighborhood and proceed with GMD 

undergrounding only 
 - time frame for Commission consideration and presenting information to Supervisor of 

Elections offices for ballot placement. 
 
The following individuals commented on the proposed undergrounding of utilities with 
discussions held throughout speaker presentations: 
 
 Mr. Larry Grossman, St. Judes Drive North 
 Mr. Tom Freiwald, Spanish Drive North 
 Mr. John Summers, Emerald Harbor Drive 
 Mr. Adam Davis, representing the Realtors’ Association of Manatee and Sarasota 

Counties 
 Mr. Andrew Aitken, Emerald Harbor Drive 
 Mr. Jim Whitman, Norton Street 
 Mr. Morris Kertzer, Juan Anasco Drive 
 Mr. Richard Wood, Gulf of Mexico Drive 
 Mr. Steve Reid, Longboat Key News 
 
RECESS:  3:03 p.m. – 3:15 p.m. 
 
Discussions were held on the following topics/issues: 
 
 - estimated coverage of Wi-Fi service with inclusion of fiber optic line installations for 

GMD and/or neighborhoods 
 - revenue available in leasing fiber optic lines 
 - anticipated additional benefit to neighborhoods with installation of fiber optic lines 
 - current installation of Verizon FIOS services 
 - costs to establish and maintain parcel database for taxing purposes 
 - millage established yearly to meet debt service of bonding 
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6. Utilities Undergrounding Update - Continued 
 
 - additional option of two referenda vote with both questions being non ad valorem 
 - ad valorem versus non ad valorem options 
 - subjectivity on applying criteria in determining benefit to property owners 
 - review of assessment of ad valorem versus non ad valorem for GMD. 
 
There was consensus to authorize the study for a base comparison of ad valorem 
versus non ad valorem taxes/assessment. 
 
Discussion ensued on the consideration of applying a credit for properties that already 
have underground services, benefits/disadvantages for ad valorem versus non ad valorem 
assessment, and analysis required for bonding. 
 
Subsequent to discussion, there was majority consensus to provide analysis of all 
properties within the Town. 
 
Attorney Draper requested clarification on the independence of the referenda questions 
and suggested a separation of time on the issues of GMD and neighborhood 
undergrounding. 
 
Town Manager Bullock advised that a budget amendment would be presented at the next 
Regular meeting and discussion ensued on the timeframe for consideration. 
 
7. Discussion Regarding Pet Licensing 
At the January 20, 2015 Regular Workshop Meeting the Town Commission expressed 
interest in discussing Town Code Chapter 91, which provides for pet licensing.  Town staff 
will present background information, the Town’s current practices, and information 
regarding State and County requirements for pet vaccinations, and licensing.  
Recommended Action:  Pending discussion, provide direction to Manager. 
 
Town Manager Dave Bullock commented on the information provided by Code 
Enforcement Office Chris Elbon relating to pet licensing.   
 
There was consensus to remove pet licensing requirements for Longboat Key. 
 
TOWN COMMISSION COMMENTS - No items were presented. 
 
TOWN ATTORNEY COMMENTS - No items were presented. 
 
TOWN MANAGER COMMENTS 
 
A. Town Commission/Public Works 
Town Manager Dave Bullock commented on the following items: 
 
 - upgrades to the Town Commission iPads 
 - correspondence sent on behalf of the Town to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers on 

the Longboat Key Pass and New Pass dredging projects 
 - Town’s adopted Mission and Vision Statements. 
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PRESS TO BE HEARD - No items were presented. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Mayor Brown adjourned the February 17, 2015, Regular Workshop at 4:20 p.m. 
 
 
Minutes Approved:     03-02-2015  
 
 


