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MINUTES 
LONGBOAT KEY TOWN COMMISSION 

JOINT MEETING WITH  
MANATEE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSION 

FEBRUARY 17, 2015 - 9:30 A.M. 
 
Longboat Key: 
Present: Mayor Jim Brown, Vice Mayor Jack Duncan, Commrs. Terry Gans, Lynn 

Larson, Irwin Pastor, Phill Younger, Pat Zunz 
 
Also Town Manager Dave Bullock, Assistant Town Manager Anne Ross, Town Clerk 
Present: Trish Granger 
 
Manatee County: 
Present: Chairman Betsy Benac, First Vice Chairman Vanessa Baugh, Commrs. 

Lawrence Bustle, John Chappie (Second Vice Chairman), Robin DiSabatino, 
Charles B. Smith (Third Vice Chairman), Carol Whitmore 

 
Also County Administrator Ed Hunzeker, County Attorney Mitchell Palmer, Clerk of 
Present: Circuit Court Recording Secretary 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Manatee County Chair Betsy Benac called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. in the 
Manatee County Administrative Center, 1112 Manatee Avenue West, Manatee Room, 
Fourth Floor, Bradenton, Florida.  Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Chair Benac asked 
those present to introduce themselves. 
 
1. Joint Permit Application No. SAJ-2014-00606(SP-MEP)-Longboat Pass Maintenance 
Dredging 
Following comments by Manatee County Administrator Ed Hunzeker and Town Manager 
Dave Bullock, Manatee County Parks and Natural Resources Department Director 
Charles Hunsicker provided an update on the Longboat Pass Maintenance Dredging 
project and requested consideration to authorize correspondence to the United States 
Army Corps of Engineers relating to the project.  Discussions were held on the following 
topics/issues: 
 
 - original alignment and review/study of alternate alignment 
 - legal challenge 
 - delays encountered on original project parameters 
 - maintenance of shoal and importance to the protection of homes on Longboat Key 
 - process/steps  in proceeding with the project 
 - management of the project once it is approved (Town versus County versus Army 

Corps of Engineers) 
 - correspondence filed in opposition to the project/impact to project. 
 
Manatee County Commr. Chappie moved to authorize the Chairman to execute 
correspondence to the US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) regarding Joint Permit 
Application No. SAJ-2014-00606(SP-MEP); Longboat Pass Maintenance Dredging.  
The motion, seconded by Commr. Baugh, carried unanimously. 
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1. Joint Permit Application No. SAJ-2014-00606(SP-MEP)-Longboat Pass Maintenance 
Dredging- Continued 
Commr. Larson moved to authorize the Mayor to execute correspondence to the US 
Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) regarding Joint Permit Application No. SAJ-2014-
00606(SP-MEP); Longboat Pass Maintenance Dredging.  The motion, seconded by 
Commr. Pastor, carried unanimously. 
 
Manatee County Chair Benac inquired, and no public comment was offered. 
 
2. Beach and Longboat Pass Update 
Town Manager Dave Bullock provided an update on Longboat’s Beach Maintenance 
Program/Projects.  Discussions were held on the following topics/issues: 
 
 - anticipated route of truck hauling project 
 - number of trucks and location/duration of project 
 - intent to keep other island communities updated in the process 
 - Longboat Pass bridge maintenance/current and on-going. 
 
3. Wastewater Subaqueous Line Across Sarasota Bay 
Town Manager Dave Bullock provided an update on Wastewater Subaqueous 
Forcemain Replacement Project.  Discussion ensued on the following topics/issues: 
 
 - timeframe projected to complete replacement 
 - potential storage time if line needed to be shut down/contingency plans 
 - discussions held with private property owners landside (east) of Sarasota Bay 
 - discussion of project at the Sarasota Bay Estuary Program meetings 
 - permitting requirements/construction easements 
 - legal considerations/impact to Manatee County Utility system 
 - manner of disposal of wastewater from other Manatee County island communities. 
 
Upon inquiry, Manatee County Utilities Wastewater Manager Jeff Goodwin noted the 
existing pipeline for removal of wastewater from other island communities.  Discussions 
continued on the following topics/issues: 
 
 - anticipated contractor and home base of company 
 - type of pipe to be used 
 - anticipated location for pipe layout 
 - legal responsibility for project 
 - other municipal wastewater facilities within Manatee County 
 - process for boring/pulling pipe 
 - Manatee County’s wastewater facilities reserves for emergency replacements 
 - anticipated bonding for Manatee County line replacement programs 
 - material to be used and life expectancy of piping 
 - Longboat Key utility type (wholesale)/rate setting process 
 - joint partnership opportunities with Manatee County. 
 
(See item later this meeting.) 
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4. Major Planning Efforts on Longboat Key 
Town Manager Dave Bullock provided an overview of the upcoming major planning 
efforts/projects on Longboat Key. 
 
3. Wastewater Subaqueous Line Across Sarasota Bay - Continued 
Upon inquiry, Town Manager Dave Bullock commented on the lack of wastewater 
facilities available in the Sarasota County portions of Longboat Key. 
 
4. Major Planning Efforts on Longboat Key - Continued 
Manatee County Parks and Natural Resources Department Director Charles Hunsicker 
commented on the Sea Level Rise Planning Focus for the Tampa Bay Region, including 
Manatee and Sarasota Counties, and noted the efforts of the National Estuary Program. 
 
Manatee County Chair Benac commented on referendum processes for density and 
Longboat Key’s ability to continue to maintain current Charter provisions. 
 
Individual comments followed on the proposed roundabout on Longboat Key. 
 
RECESS:  11:00 a.m. - 11:05 a.m. 
 
5. Status Report - P25 Radio / Next Generation 9-1-1 Overview 
Manatee County Information Technology Department Director Paul Alexander provided 
an update on the P25 Radio/Next Generation 9-1-1 upgrade.  Discussions were held on 
the following topics/issues: 
 
 - impact on Holmes Beach dispatch office/process for transferring calls 
 - anticipated costs to municipalities for services to be provided 
 - possibility of merging County 9-1-1 services/centers 
 - impact to Longboat Key dispatch services 
 - Town Commission consideration of the dispatch services. 
 
Mr. Alexander distributed a map depicting before and after coverage anticipated with the 
new system.  Individual comments followed. 
 
6. Citizen Comments - No items were presented. 
 
7. Commissioner Comments 
 
 - Mayor Brown thanked the Manatee County Commission for joint efforts and support 

of Longboat Key’s initiatives.  Individual comments followed. 
 - Commr. Zunz commented on the Grade Level Reading Initiative. 
 - Manatee County Commr. DiSabatino noted an upcoming event for Voluntary VPK 

School Choice. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Manatee County Chair Benac adjourned the February 17, 2015, Joint Meeting at 
11:34 a.m. 
 
 
Minutes Approved:     03-02-2015  


