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MINUTES 
LONGBOAT KEY TOWN COMMISSION 

SPECIAL MEETING 
FEBRUARY 16, 2016 - 8:30 A.M. 

 
Present: Mayor Jack Duncan, Vice Mayor Terry Gans, Commrs. Jack Daly, Lynn 

Larson, Irwin Pastor, Phill Younger, Pat Zunz 
 
Also: Town Manager Dave Bullock, Town Attorney Maggie Mooney-Portale, 
Present: Town Clerk Trish Granger 
 
CALL TO ORDER/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Mayor Duncan called the February 16, 2016, Special Meeting to order at 8:30 a.m. in 
the Town Commission Chamber, 501 Bay Isles Road, Longboat Key, Florida.  Mayor 
Duncan noted that Commr. Larson would not be present for the introduction of Item 
1. 
 
REQUEST FOR SHADE MEETING 
1. The Town Attorney requests Town Commission direction relating to pending litigation in 
the matter of Jaleski v. Town Commission of Longboat Key, Case No. FEC 15-420, 
currently pending before the State of Florida’s Election Commission 
If the Town’s Legal Counsels’ request is granted pursuant to Section 286.011(8) Florida 
Statutes, the Attorney-Client Session shall occur immediately thereafter in the Town’s 
Antechamber.  The subject of the Attorney-Client Session meeting shall be confined to the 
topics allowed by Florida Statutes 286.011(8).  It is anticipated that the Attorney-Client 
Session will last approximately 30 minutes.   
 
Town Attorney Maggie Mooney-Portale advised that the agenda had been amended to 
reflect attendance of Attorney Chris Roe in lieu of Attorney Alan Zimmet, provided 
information on the limitations of items to be discussed, addressed the scope of the 
meeting, noted that the Attorney-Client Session was estimated to take one-half hour, and 
announced participation to include the following named persons: 
 
 Jack Duncan, Mayor 
 Terry Gans, Vice Mayor 
 Lynn Larson, Commissioner 
 Phill Younger, Commissioner 
 Pat Zunz, Commissioner 
 Irwin Pastor, Commissioner 
 Jack Daly, Commissioner 
 Dave Bullock, Town Manager 
 Maggie Mooney-Portale, Town Attorney 
 Christopher Roe, Esq. – Special Litigation Counsel (Bryant Miller Olive) 
 Certified Court Reporter 
 
Following comments, Commr. Younger moved to grant the Town Attorney’s request 
to hold an Attorney-Client Session pursuant to Section 286.011(8) Florida Statutes.  
The motion, seconded by Vice Mayor Gans, carried by a 6-0 roll call vote, as follows:  
Younger, aye; Gans, aye; Duncan, aye; Pastor, aye; Zunz, aye; Daly, aye. 
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1. The Town Attorney requests Town Commission direction relating to pending litigation in 
the matter of Jaleski v. Town Commission of Longboat Key, Case No. FEC 15-420, 
currently pending before the State of Florida’s Election Commission- Continued 
Mayor Duncan advised that Commr. Larson had arrived and would be participating 
in the Attorney-Client Session in the Commission Ante-Chamber and recessed the 
Special Meeting at 8:34 a.m. 
 
RECESS:  8:34 a.m. - 9:12 a.m. 
 
Mayor Duncan requested and Commr. Younger moved to reconvene the Special 
Meeting at 9:12 a.m.  The motion, seconded by Vice Mayor Gans, carried by a 7-0 roll 
call vote, as follows:  Younger, aye; Gans, aye; Larson, aye; Daly, aye; Zunz, aye; 
Pastor, aye; Duncan, aye. 
 
Mayor Duncan noted the Town’s Civility Policy and read the Pledge of Public Comment. 
 
PUBLIC TO BE HEARD 
2. Opportunity for Public to Address Town Commission 
 
A. Public Works 
Mr. Larry Grossman, St. Judes Drive North, commented on the location of crosswalks. 
 
B. Public Works 
Mr. Ronald Lee, Birdie Lane, commented on the crosswalks on Gulf of Mexico Drive. 
 
DISCUSSION ITEMS 
3. The Town Attorney Requests Commission Direction Relating to Pursuit of Recovery of 
Legal Fees in the Matter of Jaleski v. Town Commission of Longboat Key, Case No. FEC 
15-445 that was dismissed by Florida’s Election Commission 
The Town Attorney requests Commission discussion and direction relating to the pursuit of 
the recovery of legal fees expended defending against the matter of Jaleski v. Town 
Commission of Longboat Key, Case No. FEC 15-445, that was dismissed by the State of 
Florida’s Election Commission on January 29, 2016. Recommended Action:  Pending 
discussion, provide direction to Town Attorney.  
 
Town Attorney Maggie Mooney-Portale provided an overview of the request noting a 30-
day deadline to determine the pursuit on recovery of legal fees in the case. 
 
Commr. Larson moved to postpone a decision on recovery of legal fees.  The 
motion was seconded by Commr. Younger. 
 
The following individuals commented on the issue: 
 
 Mr. Larry Grossman, St. Judes Drive North 
 Mr. Gene Jaleski, Cedar Street 
 
The motion carried by a 7-0 roll call vote, as follows:  Larson, aye; Younger, aye; 
Daly, aye; Zunz, aye; Pastor, aye; Gans, aye; Duncan, aye. 
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4. Discussion Regarding Utility Undergrounding for Neighborhoods and Side Streets 
At the February 1, 2016, Regular Meeting the Town Manager provided a status of the 
utility undergrounding for neighborhoods and side streets.  Additional information will be 
presented for Commission consideration at the February 16, 2016, Special Meeting. 
Materials for this item will be distributed to Commissioners, and placed on the Town 
website, as soon as they are available.  Recommended Action:  Pending discussion, 
provide direction to Manager. 
 
Town Manager Dave Bullock gave a PowerPoint presentation on the Neighborhood and 
Side Streets Undergrounding Project.  Discussions were held with Town Manager Bullock 
on the following topics/issues: 
 
 - taxable units versus one property as a whole (Spanish Main)/location of some parcels 

further than 55 foot range/application to a platted property 
 - criteria applied to single family homes, vacant land, and condominiums 
 - economic impact to Club Longboat for the cost to bury one line (approximately 

$50,000 through Florida Power and Light) versus the proposed assessment of 
$300,000 in the Neighborhood Project 

 - option for Club Longboat residents to self-fund the burial of the line/impact on 
proposed assessments to other parcels if Club Longboat assessment was removed 
from the project scope 

 - impact on overall project if all platted properties decided to self-fund. 
 
Commr. Larson moved to remove Club Longboat from the Neighborhood 
Underground Project Assessments to allow self-funding.  The motion died for lack 
of a second. 
 
Discussions were held with Town Manager Bullock and Attorney Chris Roe with Bryant, 
Miller, Olive, on the following topics/issues: 
 
 - methodology utilized for Gulf of Mexico Drive 
 - incentivizing removal of specific parcels with a set contribution in lieu of methodology 

established 
 - methodology assessment for Gulf of Mexico Drive versus Neighborhood/Side Streets 

projects 
 - inclusion of vacant parcels in the assessment. 
 
RECESS:  10:40 a.m. – 10:55 a.m.  
 
Mayor Duncan noted the voter registration deadline of 5:00 p.m. this date in order to 
participate in the March election. 
 
Town Manager Bullock continued the PowerPoint presentation and discussions were held 
on the following topics/issues: 
 
 - costs for looping/inclusion of costs in assessment 
 - assessment utilized for Bayport A and B 
 - consideration of capital contribution from utility services/impact on rates. 
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4. Discussion Regarding Utility Undergrounding for Neighborhoods and Side Streets - 
Continued 
Commr. Larson moved to allocate an amount from the Capital Utilities Fund for the 
project.  The motion was seconded by Vice Mayor Gans. 
 
Discussion ensued on the anticipated amount of a contribution from the Utilities Capital 
Fund and inclusion of the contribution amount during budget process. 
 
Commr. Younger moved to table the motion.  The motion was seconded by Commr. 
Pastor. 
 
Following comments, Commr. Younger withdrew the motion to table, without 
objection. 
 
Subsequent to clarification on the motion, Commr. Larson moved to amend her 
motion to direct the Town Manager to provide an amount to be allocated from the 
Capital Utility Fund for the benefit that the utilities would receive from the project. 
The motion was seconded by Commr. Pastor.  Following comments, the motion 
carried by a 6-1 roll call vote, as follows:  Larson, aye; Pastor, aye; Zunz, aye; Daly, 
aye; Younger, no; Gans, aye; Duncan, aye. 
 
The following individuals commented on the Neighborhood Underground Project, with 
discussions held throughout speaker presentations: 
 
 Ms. Karen Feeney, Broadway Street 
 Mr. Peter Walker, Longboat Drive East 
 Mr. Tom Freiwald, Spanish Drive North, Spanish Main 
 
Discussions were held on the following topics/issues: 
 
 - notice requirements to both Counties to present final tax roll 
 - conveyance of timeframe for “opting out” (self-funding) 
 - setting of assessment role prior to bond funding/maximum bonding amount 
 - anticipated timeframe for collection of assessments 
 - cut-off dates for requests/notices from entities/condominium groups who may be 

considering an “opt out” (self-funding). 
 
The following individuals commented on the Neighborhood Underground Project, with 
discussions held throughout speaker presentations: 
 
 Mr. Steve Reid, Longboat Key News 
 Mr. Jim Whitman, Norton Street 
 Mr. Pete Rowan, Broadway Street 
 Mr. Gene Jaleski, Cedar Street 
 Mr. Bob Bunting, North Shore Road 
 Mr. Lenny Landau, Fair Oaks Lane 
 Mr. Ed Zunz, Lands End Drive 
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4. Discussion Regarding Utility Undergrounding for Neighborhoods and Side Streets - 
Continued 
Town Manager Bullock commented on upcoming community meetings and requested 
direction on the assessment methodology. 
 
Commr. Pastor moved to direct the Town Manager to continue on the current path 
with no deviation on the funding mechanism.  The motion, seconded by Commr. 
Larson, carried by a 6-1 roll call vote, as follows:  Pastor, aye; Larson, aye; Daly, 
aye; Younger, aye; Gans, aye; Duncan, aye; Zunz, no. 
 
Town Manager Bullock noted the assessment role will be posted on the Town’s website. 
 
5. Discussion Regarding Options for Build Out of Dark Fiber 
At the January 19, 2016, Regular Workshop Meeting the Town Commission heard a 
presentation from the Town’s consultants, Magellan Advisors regarding build out options, 
build out models, and potential uses for the fiber network.  A representative of Magellan 
Advisors will attend the February 16, 2016, Special Meeting to discuss more detailed 
options for the build out of a dark fiber network.  Recommended Action:  Pending 
discussion, provide direction to Manager. 
 
Town Manager Bullock advised that the discussion was detailed and suggested the 
Commission recess for a lunch break. 
 
Mayor Duncan recessed the Special Meeting until 1:00 p.m. 
 
RECESS:  12:13 p.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
 
6. Other Business 
Mayor Duncan advised that Longboat Key Observer Editor Kurt Schultheis was 
leaving the employment of the Observer, and presented him with a Certificate of 
Appreciation from the Town. 
 
Mr. Schultheis thanked the Commission for their recognition. 
 
5. Discussion Regarding Options for Build Out of Dark Fiber - Continued 
Note:  Commr. Larson left the meeting for the remainder of the day. 
Mayor Duncan advised that the Regular Workshop scheduled for 1:00 p.m. this date would 
immediately follow adjournment of the Special Meeting. 
 
Following comments by Town Manager Bullock, Mr. Kyle Hollifield of Magellan Advisors 
noted distribution of the printed report and gave a PowerPoint presentation on the 
Broadband Infrastructure Assessment.  Discussions were held on the following 
topics/issues: 
 
 - anticipated revenue generated for the Town (approximately 10-12%) 
 - market share of fiber optic services/existing fiber services available on the island 
 - public/private partnership options 
 - Magellan’s relationship with fiber optic services (not a provider) 
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5. Discussion Regarding Options for Build Out of Dark Fiber - Continued 
 
 - average age of population/available products for healthcare services/tele-medicine 
 - opportunity for improved cellular services 
 - control over providers. 
 
Town Manager Bullock noted the importance to consider a Gulf of Mexico Drive corridor 
and/or inclusion of the neighborhood/side streets.  Following individual comments, 
discussion ensued on the following topics/issues: 
 
 - the benefits of incorporating information on the dark fiber options with the 

Neighborhood Undergrounding/Side Street Project presentations 
 - reduced benefit if the second referendum is unsuccessful (no undergrounding in 

neighborhoods resulting in a smaller benefit area for dark fiber) 
 - Verizon FIOS (Fiber Optic Service) service available within the Town 
 - costs associated with placing fiber optic during undergrounding project. 
 
The following individuals commented on the fiber optic option: 
 
 Mr. Gene Jaleski, Cedar Street 
 Mr. Lenny Landau, Fair Oaks Lane 
 
Town Manager Bullock commented on options/steps to proceed with black fiber Town-
wide.  Individual comments followed. 
 
Following comments, Mr. Hollifield commented on the installation of conduit and/or fiber 
and the necessity of having a well-developed plan. 
 
Discussion ensued on the reference to fiber optic service included in the referendum 
question. 
 
ADJOURNMENT  
Mayor Duncan noted the Regular Workshop Meeting would be convened at 2:10 
p.m. and adjourned the February 16, 2016, Special Meeting at 2:03 p.m. 
 
 
 
Minutes Approved:    03-07-2016_________________ 
 


